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TO THE RIGHT HO- 


-_ NOVRABLE SIR ROBERT 
| CARR VISCOVNT ROCHE- 
| |" fer, Knight of the moſt Noble Order of 


| the Garter, and one of his Maicftics 
moſt Honourable Priuy Councell. 


O giue 4 reaſon of my worke, 
is in my part as well as to do 
it. And therefore my Noble 
Lord , why 1 undertooke to 
write this Hiſtory of Eng- 
land, 7 alledge,that haning 
[ſpent much time of my beſt 
wnderſtanding, in this part of bumane Learning, 
Hi te, both in forraine countries where. z/pect-| 

I tooke thoſe motions, as made moſt for the con- 
dutt of buſineſſe in this kind,and alſo at home, 
where it hath bene in my fortune (beſides. confe- 
| rence with memaf: good e dence) to hawe ſeene 
- many of the beſt diſcomrſes, negotiations ggnſtrn- 
| thions and relations of the generall affaires of the 
| A2 world : 
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= ountry | | 
in this kind, when nerther in 

State, glory of aclign,or abilities ; 
thene any Nation whoſe Anceſtors haueaone more | 
week Hy nets nets opecia 


Fn KG of Pioer 6 propre, | 
And ther fore out of the tender remorſe $6 ſee t 
men much defrauded of their glory fo "4 


bought and their affaires ſoar; ag delinered, 1 
wa?” drewne” (thengh "the leaſt able for ach « 
worke)to make this -—— which howſoeucy | 
ir proue, will yet ſhew the willingneſſe 1. hane | 
19) do my 27 tr ta conla; an 


all affarres of England, who have leaft 

le, we to re __ 
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moſt concerne the gouer mment.: 
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an os Sections , n—_— to - Periods) 
of thoſ#-_Azes that brought orth the moſt re. 
markable - es: And euery Section into Him 
Bookes, Whereof the firſt, briefly relates the wa- 
rious mutations of State, plantation , and ſup- 
«tion of the inhabitants in the chiefeſt part 
of thrs Ihe, before the comming of the Norman. 
The ſecond booke contarnes the /ife and Raigne of 
William the firſt. The third, the ſaith of: 
William che ſecond, Henry the firſt, and Ste- 
phan. Aud this part / haut here done. 
| The ſecond Settion begins with Henry the [e- 
cond,the firſt of the royall family of Plamragener, 
containes the lincs of foureteene _— of that 
Line, and takes vp 439 yeares. of time 
that yealds vs woe of winder _— 
miou; by the acceſſion of a third part of France to 
the Crowne of England : more matter of attion, 
with a greater magnificexce , and glory of State 
Then ener : in;ermixt with ſtrange varieties and 
Turnes of Fortune : the ton of three ee- 
— crea | Cons the de- 
of foure kings, fuue rations: 
of forraine e, which t# linebrought, 
-f eteab aſe 
The third Settion comaines the ſneceſfion of 
flue Sourrajene Princes off the Line of Tewdor, 
and rhe ſpace of 12:9 yeares. A time not of that 
virilitie as the former , bus more ſubtile , and let 
A 3 out 
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Tout into ider notions, and bolder diſconeries of 


m_ to be effected on : chew he ford: 


what lay bi before. —_ began's 
er 


Equall and inſt incounters, of State, and State in 
orces, and of Prince, and Prince in [ufficiencie. 
The of a new world , which ſtrangely al- 
tered the of ths Jinhancing h the rate 

all things, by E induttion of infintte Tres- 
ure, 4 wider way to corruption, whereby 
Princes got muth without their ſwords : Protetti- 
ons, Confederations to counterpoyſe, & prevent 
_ ing powers, came to bee maintained 


Religion brought forth 
Attor in the greateſt Deſignes of 
Ambition and Fattion. To conclude, « time ſto- 
red with all wvarietic of accidents fit for exans- 


ple, and infiracti-on. This is the ſoups of my 


And « Taddreſſe toyou, my Noble Lord, not 
onely as of my gratitude for the hone- 
w_ regard you haue taken of mee: anther 
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righter of things preſane : h- 
all, that beretn,, you, -/ ns of 
ſuch as have ruwnneveaen and: Alrdet courſes , like 
your owne (howſoeuer the ſucceſſe was) neuer 
wanted glory nay therby be comforted to continue 
this way of integrity, and of being a iuſt ſeruant 
both to the King and the Kingdome: nor can there 
be 4 beter tmer to the world of your owne 
you four anil xbeMſh the ſame, 

(whereſoeuer you finde it) in others. | 
And if by your hand it may come to the ſight of 
bis Royall Maieſty, whoſe abilities of nature are 
ſuch, as whatſoruer comes within his knowleldge 
is preſently under the dominion of his indge- 
ment, tharkers ra/th and though in it 
ſelfe, it ſhall not be worthy his leaſure, yet will it 
bee much to the glory of his Reigne , that in his 
daies there was a true Hiſtory written : a liberty 
proper onely to Common-wealths , and neuer per- 
mitted to King domes, but under good Princes. 
Vpon which (levy notwithſtanding 1 will not 
w/arpe, but tread as tenderly on the graues of his 
magnificent Progenitors,as po IT can: Know- 
ing there may (in « kind) be Maieſtas,exex 
acainſt dead Princes. And as in reverence to the, 
1 will deliver nothing but "what is fit for the 
world to know ſo through the whole worke, I will 
make conſcience that it ſhall know nothing but | 


ras ers cou reuryr Aer nf Ppt) bs | 


(as faithfully as I can gather it)Truth:proteſting | 
herein 
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| herein to hawe no other paſſion, then the zeale 


F ” mor to hold any ſtubborna opinion, 
' but lyeble to ſubmi wo 
| : 
Dt 
| Your Lordſhips tocommand 


Sauvart DanYzti. 
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THE FIRST BOOKE 
of the Hiſtoric of England, 
Comaning, 

A brieferclation of the State of this land, 

from the furſt knowledge we have 


thereof, to the comming of william 
the Norman. 


{ God, and your furthe- 

rance my noble Lord, 
Ramen , to write 
a bricfe Hiſtorie of the 
\- principal! affaires rempo- 
rall of d, eſpecially 


\ —— "/ 


from the comming of the Norman, to the end 
of the line of Tewdoy . Aworke I know great, 
and difficult, being to be raiſed of many ſcarre- 
red-peeces, variable & vncerraine relations of 


ding, 


Intend by the helpe of 
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—_ affected : — notwithſtan- 
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ro bee Els Hen of 


neer truth-likelineſſe as —_— 
or will produce any thing, 
ued Monuments domeſticall 


it an impietic to miſ- 
al Tiing repens 


cnt liking, and diſcourſe : or 
e the credulitic of men, by making 
vp the opinion of Antiquitie, with improba- 
lities, conſidering we are not ſotyed to ſtand 
to the fam fs, as to ſuffer our vnder- 
ſtanding to be abated : : nor yet ſo freed, to 
trafficque, all vppon our owne conieQtures, 
withour cuſtome of tradition: or ſo to vnder - 


valew the diſcretion of former times , as 
ours were of a dimenſion : and pe- 
remptorily to cenſure thoſe ations , whoſe 
= i counſels we know n no- 
eonarter ut c cuents,as dead carkafſes,to 
vSW liuing motions were. | 
Ter to haue deduced 
chisBrewi ic, from che beginning of the firſt 
Britiſh , as they are regiſtred in their 


Caralo yer —_ authenricall war- 
rant how ere, I did put off rhar 
deſire withcheſe conſiderations : -— leſſer 
part of rime, and better knowne , was more 
then ynough for my abilitie : and it was bur 
our curiohtic to ſearch further backe into 
times paſt, then wee might well diſcerne, and 

whereof 
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whereof we ou neither ons pen nor | 
: how ginnings 0 e and 
- pn 4 4 Do. 
Riuers: and could notaddeto our vertue, and 

re little to our reputation to know 
them. Conſidering how comonly they riſe 
from the ſprings of pouerrie, pyracie, rob- 
berie, and violence, how ſocuer fabulous 
writers, to glorific their nations, ftriue to 
abuſethe 


paſſe of a few ages, as if the ſame were ſufh- 
cient, both for example, and inſtruQion, to 
the gouerment of men. For had we the per- 
a Rramonte of all ages, and all nations, 
ir might more ſtuffe, bur nor berter our vn- 
derſtanding. We ſhall find ſtill the ſame co- 
reſpondencies to hold in the ations of men: 
Virtues and Vices the ſame,though riſing and 
falling, according to the worth, or weakneſle 
of Gouernors : the cauſes of the ruines, and 
mutations of ſtares tobe alike : and the trayne 
ofaffaires carried by precedent, homie 
Succeſſion vnder like coulors. 


B 2 Bur, 
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The firſt notice of the L1s.1} 


| Buryetforthar the chayne of this buſines 
hath alinke of dependancie with thoſe former 
times, weſhall ſhew the paſlage of things the 
berter,if we take bur a ſuperficiall view, of that 
wide, and-vncertainly related ſtate of this 
Land, ſince the candle of letters vs ſome 
lictle lighe thereof. Which was, fince the Ro- 
mans made it a tributarie Prouince to their 
Empire. For before, as it lay ſecluded our of 
the way, fo it ſeemed out of the knowledge of 
the world. For Iulizs Ceſar, being but on the 
other ſide, in Gawle, could not atrayne to any 
wg) 17 Wn of the ſtate of Britayne, 
y any meanes he could vſc, but by certaine 
(of whome he gor as ma- 

as he could) who tolde him ſomthing of 

e coſt-rownes, bur of the ſtate and conditi- 
on ofthe in-dwellers, they could fay nothing, 
either ſo incurious were they of further know- 
ledgethen what concern'd their trade, or the| 
people here fo wary, to keepe their ſtate re- 
ſerued, & vnknown to ſtrangers. And yet Ce- 
ar gaue out,rhar my ſub-ayded the Gawles a- 
gainſt him, and made ir the occaſion of his 
quarrell, and inuaſion of the Land, whereof 
he onely ſubdued the South parts, and rather 
ſhewed it, then won it,to the Komeve Empire? 
Butnow what was the ſtate and forme of 
ouernementamong the Briteines before this 
bien ? the firſt certaine notice we haue 


l 
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_ | — 
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is alſo by the ſame C2ſar,who tels vs how they 
were deuided into many ſcuerall ſtates: nomi- 'ce/: comment. 
nates 4.Princes of Keas| the title of Kin # lioro, 5. 
how Caſſc aan: by ET _ 
was elected, in this ue er, © > 
ro haue the principall her tr inif{ ation the wt won > 
ſtare, with the buſineſſe of warre: and = lib, 4. 
ward how the citties ſent their hoſtages vnto 
him. Whereby we perceiuc itwasno Monar- 
chie,as it is reported to haue beene, bur like to 
the Gawles , with whom it was then,onein re- 
ligion, & & much alike in faſhion & lan 
deuided into a multitude of pertie regi- 
ments, without any intire rule, or combina- 
tion. As now, we ſceall theweſt world (lately 
diſcouercd ). ro bee, and generally all other 
countryes are,in their firſt and natural free na- 
kednes, before they come to bertaken in,cither 
by ſome predominant power from abroad, - 
grow to ahead, within themſclues,of 
and vnderſtanding, ro ouermaiſter, and n 
ofe of all about them, introducing ſuch, 
co of rule, as ambirion, or their other ne- 
ceſſiries ſhal beger. And ſuch was the the ſtate 
of Brityane , Gaule , Spaine , Germany , and 
all the weſt parts of Exrope , before the. Ro- 
mans ( ouergro —_ —_— ple of /tely, 
anne den d) did by ſtrength, and 
cunning vnlocke thoſe liberties of theirs. And 
ſuch as were then termed Kings, were but as 
B 3 heir| 
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Thefaftmticesf the Liu 
their Generals in warre, without any other 


eat iuriſdition, within thoſe limits 
they held. Sotharto tell vs of the ſtate ofa 
Monarchie in this Land, ( before that time,) 
as ifalone \nlike, or more in State then all o-\ 
ther aations,is to giue entertainment to thoſe 
narrow p_ as — not the pro- 

elſes in the affaires of mankind, and onely 

ce inuention of ſuch as take all their reaſon 
from the example and dex of the preſent Cu- 
ſtomes they ſee in vic. For had there bene an 
abſolute M h in theſe parts, which might 
haue affronted the Romans, with the powre 
ofa well-vnited ſtate,it had bene impoſſible 
for them (hauing oftentimes much to do cuen 
with ſome poore Prince of aſmall territorie ) 
to haue circumuented or confounded, with 
all their ſtr; & iniuſtice,the peace and 
libertie of the world, in ſuch ſort as they did. 
And though the Britaynes were ton fm le 
and had nor that fire-brand of letters, yer ſce- 
med they morciuſt and honeſt, and brought 
forth on the ſtage of ation, men as magna- 
nimous, and touche with as true a ſence © 
nour, and worthynes, as themſclues. But ha- 
uing no firme combinements to chayne them 
rogether in their publique dangers, they lay 
looſe to the _— of the common ene- 
my, working vpponthe faions,and emulati- 


—— — 4 
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ons, vſuall to ſuch diuiſions, and were made 
| the 
| an 


—_—%__ 
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L1. State of Brittayne. 


the inſtruments of their owne ſubieRion : for 
whilſt cuery one defended them apart, the 


whole was ouercome. 


abouc a thouſand yeares from Brute to C 

wellaungs, in a line ar abſolure Kings, can 

cleared, I do notſce, and therefore will leauc 
ironthe booke, to ſuch as will be creditors, 
according to the ſubſtance of their vnderſtan- 
ding. And yet, let me crauc pardon, leaſt be- 
ing ro report, I might ſeeme to contend, 


oſteritic, if they had nor the vic 
—_— in this Land (as it —_ by all pro- 
babilitic they had not) before they were in- 
og the Romans, who ſure would 
vs notice thereof, had ro found 
—— their comming, and eſpecialy 
of ſchooles and the Grecke tongue, _] 
to hauebeneplanted here for many —_— 


So that with what credit, the accoumprt E 


make this inquiric: how the memorie of 
_—_— times, came to be preſcrued and |cic.in £9.44 At- 


cum © bj belli 


N- [Et lib. de Net. 


fore :bur they tell vs ofno ſuch thing: 

forme vs how the Dr#ydes, who _—_ re mi- | 
niſters of Religion and Iuftice, the eſpeciall 
men of knowledge, comitred not their miſte- 
ries to writing, but deliuered them by tradi- 
tion, whereby the memorie of them after 
cheir ſuppreſſion { firſt by Auguſtus, and after ſon 
by Clandins) came wholy to periſh with them. 


neuer 


Deorum,payss 
£05 cums S cithbis 
barbaries inſi- 


mulat, 


G 
partim fimaleis 
nt partim 


Core, ma- 
VA had chey had lore debockes, cool n 


IIs 


to te, literis, 
1 muſicts eru- 
tos expefare, 


—_— 
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and 
10ns for 


euer byal the power and authoritie of the 
Stare, bene ſo vrrerly extin&, bur that 
we ſhould |haue heard ſomething more of 


Beſides itis ſtrange how the Greeke rongue, 
and the knowledge ENG, ſhould be 
brought hither ſo far off, and fo ſoone, ſeeing 
it was late, as Lizy faith , before ir came into 
Ralie,being\ſo necre at hand. Morcouer, itis 
conſiderable, how it made that 
tion, by Sea or Land ?by Sea, Herew- 
les had _— that ſhut vp the world, ma- 
ny ages after for paſſing that way. If by Land, 


Germanie, and other on that fide, 


would haue taken ſome part in the paſſing: but 
Pn breaded no letters at all. 
Only Merſeilles, aColonie of the Greekes be- 
ing in the mid-way,might be a gate to letit in- 
to Gawle, and ſo hither: bur they ſay the Mer- 


{lans v(ed onely Greeke Chareters ar firſt 


£4 bur for their priuate acco & contra&s| 


intraffique,& no other wiſe: So thatit ſeemes 
then, the Britaynes recciucd firſt letters ( with 
their ſubieion) from the Romans, and Agri- 


cola Prafe& ofthe Province vnder Domitian 


ip 
&* ſhould be inured to caſe and quiet by their plea- 


Wres : 


[L1n.r. © Vnder the Romans. 


© ſares: and therefore they exhorted prinatly, and 
© ayded them publikly to the building of Temples, 
_ EE 
* found forward, and correfting the unwilling, 
WF rage ns A was for ne- 
* ceſſitie : ca incipall mens 
Y ee hn 
© ling their wits for learning, aboue the Gaules, 
* in o much that — _ [corned the Ro- 
, mow ed eloquence. Herevpo 
Ins ivin hens fhe Gonanſrogeme, 


© ang by degrees a generall collapſion into thoſe 
* { sof vices ; fayre 


introduction,and cauſe of the Roman leaming 
COS nes 
rongue,ſom undred yeares before,would 
haue bene as forward im &o liberall Sciences, 
as the _—_ and oo = emolli- 
tion by learning. Philo would haue pre- 
_ them Go here of ſubie@tion, har 
_— not haue bene ſo vniuerſally rude, 
Barbarous as they are reported to hauc 
been. So thar I feare me,of all that lies beyond 
this time, we can haue no other intelligence, 
but by tradition. Which how we may credit 
for ſo long paſt (when terters, for all the aſſu- 
rance they can make, _ Ws in 
c 


—— 


——_— 
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[wy ry rg IETSf cuen preſent) letir 

And now for the time ſince (which ſeemes to 

be all that amounts to our _ 

rs r77 + Sym 

mprmry ory ed by rebar 
of the Brig na- 


Kingrehe inſtruments of ſeruirude: ſpeakin 
#5,to whome Clandins : 


cpa, ond 


Noſtra etate, in- ment, fro 
_— any rm er BR 
| | oor atp rr re Gled he the ſoucrargnrie, 
; | and poſleſt all the wide obedience ofthat Em- 
pire, the Princes and Citries of Britayne, fea- 
ring to be. inforced,came in of their -owne ac- 
cord,with their guifrs and tributes, and the ra- 
:fs- | ther, for thar as yet, they had found no other 
_— weight of ſubie&ion, then atollerablerribure, 
ſcemed, they were content to indure 


which, it 
with the reſt of theirneighbours.Bur after Aw- 


_— 


—_ ——_EwI__u__ - 
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; time , when the 


mm und thoofther © <—v——_ 
 eepeadi 


CNS 


= wonowegelagred apr, rd ey an 
ed all meanes ro 


makes options and hfs exe- 
» one of the Britiſh King hold eſe gre: 


Raney wore fr 4: your — 7 Jos 
could nor be {urpril berraye is 
owne nation, he was delivered into their 


hands, and broughtto Rome capriue,with his 
wie and children, to be the ſebied; of their 


triumph : whereof notwithſtanding the glorie 
was his. 


BurtClawdixs had the honour of takin 
the whole iſle of Britayne, to the Romane « for 


of that mbatame ns 
deeds as = mk _— 9 


obe- | 
rill,che time ofClantizerhe Emperor r; charge 


nor worth the 
Roman (garding, for 
it would 


not quit the 


C 3 pire 


| — — 
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_ TheState of Britayne Lin 


now Malden. 


ire which though thus wonne, was nor, till a 
ong tyme after, ouercome. For now the Bri- 
taynes ( vnde ing the miſeric of their diſ- 
ſociation : how their ſubmiſſion brought bur 
the more oppreſſion) colleague themſclues, 
againſt che Romans,taking their ocgaſion vpon 
the outrages, commirred on the perſon, and 
Srate of Queene Yoadicia, widdow of Praſu- 
tags King ofthe /cens,a great and rich Prince; 
= at hs death _ lefr _ ——_— 
and two ghrers, opi to free hi 
houſe from imiurie: oe ir fel out 'contraric; 
for no ſooner was be dead, but his kingdom 
was ſpoyled by the Centurions, his houſe ran- 
fack'tby flaues,his wife beaten, and his dau 
ters rauiſhed. Beſides the chicfe men of | 
anon _ _ giuen in 
rey) reft of thei S, an Kings kin(- 
ow 6 as captiues,with which S_ 
mely,and feare of aniſcheife,they. con- 


inured to ſeruitude, to reſume their liberty, 
And firſt ſer vpon the Garriſons ofthe Veteran 
ſouldiers (whom they moſt hated) defcited 
the ninth legion, whereof they flew all the 
foote, forced Cerzalis the Legat, and leaderto 
fight, and put to the ſworde 70. thouſand Ko- 
mans & aſſociats, inhabiting their municipall 
rownes, London, Virolame, and Camolodunum, 
before Swetonins Goucrnour of the Prouince 


could; 


ſpire with the Tr;»obartes and orhers not yer| 


” 


ah. 


— ”— 


Liv: ed \  Vuderthe Romans. 


could aſſemble the reſt of the diſperſed for-| 
ces, to make head againſt their Armie conſif- 
ting of 12000 Britaynes , conduſted by Yoa- 
dicta, who ( with her two daughters, brought 
into the field ro moue co and re- 
e) incites them rothat noble, and manly 
ations: which to recouer ſhe 
TGT) there, but as m__ the 
, withour weighing her our 
irth, re{olued either to wk amore 
oftheir wes were likewiſe there, to be ſpe. 
&ators and incouragers of their husbands va- 
lour; burinthe end S»etonixs got the vittorie 
with theflaughter of 80. thouſand: Britaywes, 
—__— YVoadicia poylons herſelfe, and the 
country with their heauie loſfe, had 
alſo more weights layd vpon their ſeruitude. 
Andyerafrter this made they many other de- 
feions , and braucly ſtruggled with the Ro- 
mans,vpon all es they could appre- 
hend, butthe conti ſupplies, cuer ready 
from all parrs of thar mighnie Empire, were 
ſuch, as rhe Br:#aynes, hauing no meanes, bur 
their owne ſwordes, in an vncompoſed State 
laydeall _=_ ro inuaſion, &ſpent their bloud 
in vayne. And 1n the end, growing baſe with 
their fortune ( as looſing their vertue with 
their libertie) became vrterly quayled, and 


miſerably held downe to ſubic&ion; by the 
hand of 14. Garniſons, diſpoſed in 
C 3 ſeucrall 


1 
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| ee gs made by the Armyes, many 
ſle mightie Komes forces here, 
on RO 


ſeveral limits of the Land, with their com- 
—— — ſundry ſtrange nations, 
anna Fear" to be 52. thouſand foote, 
and 300. horſe, befides 37, companics con- 
whererhde ohichic new Srekend, and 
not the Roman Empire, was excluded from the 
reſt with a wall or trench, firſt rayſed by Agrs- 
cols , after reedified by Adrian , Severus and 


| 

And in this ſort continued the State of Brs. 
teyne, whilſt the Romaxs held its induring all 
the calamities that a deieted nation could 
do,vnder the domination of ſtrangers, proud, 
all ryrannicall meanes, to extorr their ſub- 
ſtance, bur alſo cenſtrayne their bodies to 
ſerue their enſignes, when,or where- 
ſocuer their quarrelous ambition would ex-| 
And beſides the being ar the will 

oftheir rulers, in their obedience , they were 
forced to follow themalſoin their rebellions. 
For after the eleion of the Emperours grew 


Were prod Ceſars, & put for thewhole | 
Empire. As firſt Carawſus, & after him Ales, 
whome Conftantins (the aſſociate of Maxr- 
mianxs, inthe Empire) at his firſf comming! 

| into, 


_ 
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inro Briteyze, Aſclepiodorns the Prztorian 
Prafe&, by with all ſuch as tooke 


part with him. nnd 
Pis,ade eruptions into the State,and much 
afflicted the Brit«ynes: whom to reprefle, Con- 

*s , (then ſole Emperour of the weſt) 


; 
Emperour; for which ir ſeemes 
” = TIE COIN 
which gaue ro his digniry re- 
ho therof, fora turure 
my reviemagh Prouinces, =_— 
onevice-gerenty 5.ReCtors, 2. 
ge Prefidents. After whoſe time, 
we haue no cerraine nor matrke to 
dixe& vs, which way the Sate wear, till rhe 
raigne of Yalentin:ez the elder-; who ſendes 
Theodoſws (the farher of him who was after 
E r of thatname) into Brztayne, againſt 
thei 

xones 


of the Pitts, Attacorts, Sroti, Se 
o& Francs, whichofall ids inuaded nd 


C_—_— — 
had by the forces of the Bettaus, and Herwls, 


[ 


ceered 
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cleered it, Cinilis was ſent to goucrne the Pro- 
nince, and Delcitizs the Army : Men of faire 


names for ſuch offices. | 
In theſe warres with Theodoſias,was one af 
ximus,a man borne in Spaine, but of Roman 


ws rr vr my ms 
Yalentinian, having the charge ofthe 
rap here proclaymed Ceſar, and to ſub- 
uert the. preſent Emperour, tranſports the 
whole power of Britayne : and firſt in his way 
ſubducs Gau/e, and there furniſhes euery place 
of defenee with Britiſh ſouldiers; and they ſay, 
peopled the whole Countrey of _4-morice, 
(now called Britayne in France) with the ſame 
nation : which yerretaines their in 
fomekinde, to this day. And having 
one arme to Spine, the other to Germany, 
imbraced ſo a part of the Empire, as he 
drauc Yalentinien to ſecke aid of Theodoſens, 
Emperour of the Eaſt, after the (hment | 
and death of his brother Gratianus at Lions. 
And by this immoderate vent, both of the 
iſons, and the ableſt people of the Land, 
he diſ-turniſht and lefr it in thari ,As 
itneuerrecoucred like power againe. All thoſe 
great forces he tooke with him, cither left in 
Gawle,or periſhing with himat Agu#lc/a,where 
hee was oucrthrowne by Valentinian. 
And yetagaine in the time of Honorias the 
Emperour, the Colony of the YVeteren ſouldiers 
fearin 


——_—O— 
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— the inuaſion ofthe Yandales, made ano- 
ther defection, and tumultuarilio proclamed 
Emperour, one Marces, whom ſhortly ater 
they (lue, then Gratianss, who likewiſe. within 
4: monethes being murthered, they gaue the 
titlero one Conſftentine, not ſo much for his 
merit, as the omination ofhis name. This Cox- 
ftantine taking the ſame courſe that Maximns 
| did, wharſocuer ſtrengrh was left, orlately in 
any ſort recouered, he empricd it wholy, and 
made himſelfe of that power, as he ſubdued 
ofthe weſterne Prouinces: gaue his ſone 
Confens (aMonke ) thetitle of Avguſtns, and 
| after many fortunes, and incounters with the 
forces of Honorius came vanquiſhed; and exc- 
cuted at Arles.Where alſoperiſhed the whole 
power he brought out of Britayze. And fo the 
State having all the beſt ſtrength exhauſted, 
and'none, os fmall ſupplies from che Romans, 
lay open to the rapine and ſpoyle of their nor- 
e enemies: who taking the aduantage of 
this disfurniſhment, neuer left till they had re- 
duced them to extreme miſeries: which for- 
ced them to implore the ayde of -£tizs, Pra- 
- fe of Gawle vnder Yalentinian z. and thatin 
ſo lamentable manner, their Embaſſadors in 
torne garments ( with ſand on their heads to 
ſtiz compaſſion ) as £t1#s was moued to ſend 
forces to ſuccour them, and cauſed a wall to 
be rayſed vpon the trench ( formerlymadeb 
D dries) 


_- — 
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rg Sea to Sea of 8. foore thicke, 


<tius thrice Conſull,the fighes of the Bys- 


and 12. high inter-ſert with Bulwarks, which 
e Koman ſoldiers, and an infinit number of 
Britaynes ( fitter for that worke then warre) 
with greatlabour ceffe@ed. And fo £tizs left 
them againe, once more freed and defended 
from their enemies , aduiſing them from 
forth, to inure and imploy their owne 
forces, withour any more expeRation of ſuc- 
cour from the Romans , who ouer-wrought 
with other bufineſle could nor atrend affayres 
—— - 
No ſooner e enemy intelligence of 
the departure of theſe ſuccours, bur 
came, ing this forrificatiory bat- 
rue ry ond 7 /enearencet ar 
worſe 
fore. Whereupon, againe this miſcrable 
people ſend to £115, viing theſe words: To 


© raymes, and after thus complayne : The bar- 
© barous enemy beates ws to the Sea , the Sea 
© beates vs back to the enemy:betweene theſe two 
© kind of deathes , we are either murdered or 
drowned. Burt their implorations preuayled 
not,for «£tiss at that time,had inough to do, 
to keepe his owne head, and YValextinian the 
Empire: which now indured the laft convyl- 
ſions ofa dying Stare, hauing all the parts and 
Prouinces thereof, miſcrably rent and corne 
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with the violencies of ſtrange nations. So thar 
this was alſo in the fate of Britayne to be firſt 
made knowne ; to periſh by,and with the &0- 
man State. Which neuer the people 


armes,within their owne country 
(vpon their diſſolution) naked aijed end —— 
to all that would aſſzylethem. 


, which from their firſt inuafion by 
talins.Ceſar to this Valentinianns 3. had con- 
rinued the ſpace of 500. yeares. In all which 
cime,we find burtheſe 7.Bri#ti/Þ Kings,nomi- 
nated to haue raigned: Theomantins, Cunobel:- 
#us, Guiderins, Aruiragus , Marins, Cortus, and 
laty Lacia Lacius, who is crowned with immor- 
call for hnring Chriftian religion 
within this WT other from Laciss to 
Vortigern,(who fucceeds this relinquiſhment) 
were Roman gOuernors. 

This is briefly ſo much of efpeciall note, as 


cun_g jo Srare an *terchulecomamae, and from 


——_ we 
rew parry fra Arrakery the Bri- 


rayne complaynes , re dn the 
bubarifne oftheir their enemies,who had deſtroy- | 


—— 


ofthis Land, to haucany vſe orknowled wledgeof 


And ſo ended the Roman mma 1 ck 


ment in Bri- 
layne Anne 447 . 


I can colle& our w Roman —_— con- 


ed alt their monuments & memoriall of times ({c 
paſt. And though himſelfe wrore, abour 40. 


| D 2 yeares 
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yet were there, no 


his zcale (in that reſpeR) wider then his cha- 


yeares after the inuafion of the Saxons, and 
Ter per hack (in his nigeria pa 
er, yer elefr (in his enigmari 
ons ) ſo ſmall light thereof as we diſcerne 
very little thereby. Nor hath the Briz«ynes any 
honour by that antiquitie of his , which ouer- 
blacks them with ſuch vgly deformities as 
we can ſee no part cleere: accuſing them to be 
neither in peace, nor fai in warre, 
and vniu caſts thoſe aſperſions on their 
manners, as ithe laboured ro inucigh ,not ro 
informe. And though, no doubr, was, 
as euer is, in theſe periods of Stares,a concur- 
rencie of diſorder, and a generall looſenes of 
diſpoſition, that mer with the fulnes of time 
doubr, ſome mixtures of 
worth,and other notions of that age, where- 
with aftcr-times, would hauc bene much plea- 
(cd to hauc had acquaintance. But itſeemes 


ritie, cookevp the whole roome of his vnder- 
ing, rowhomthe reuerence of antiqui- 

tie, and his title of Sepiens doth now giue San- 
Qtuarie,& wemuſtnorpreſume to touch him. 
Such was the Statc.of Britayne, left with- 
out armes or ofder, when Yortigery, cither 
viiirpgtion or faion, became King, and 

is faideto be the author of the firſt calling in, 
or imploying, being in, the Saxons, to make 
good his owne extabliſhmeng, and the _— 


= | 


——— —— — 


. 
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ofhis kingdom, againſtthe P;&s and Seco. 


of Germanie, holding all the country be- 
yen the Riuers Rhene,and a on 
the North by the Ba/tique Sea, and the Ocean: 
on the ſouth by Silze Hircinia, and diuided by 
the river Yiſ#rgis into Oftphalia, and weſtpha- 
s: an Opremacie of 12. Princes, 
with an cle&ion of a ſoucraigne leader for the 
buſineſſe of war. This being fo \ an po- 
neere a country,well turniſht with 

i (whichthe Brizeynes had not) yeel- 
euer plenrifull meanes to ſupply the vn- 
dertakers of this ation, which were firſt 2. 
brothers, Hengift and Horſs, withall neceſfaric 


= fir occaſion. After 
| dre e<tiines ſtipendari 7 


| es, 

ing the debiliry ofPrince & their 
Eons 
the Ileot There allowed them to inhabite: 
'then the whole of Kent, was made 
.ouer to Hengift by ion, vnder coue- 
nant, to defend the Land againſt the Pi&s, and 
Scots. And vpen the marriage of Yortigers, 
with the daughter orneece of Hengiſt, an ex- 


ing beaurifull ladie , ( t ouer of 
purpoſeroworke onthe dowg 


ota pn 
) larger priuileges were graunted : 
bk. allyance, and the frrlliry of the 


Land, were drawnein, ſo many of this popu- 
D 3 lous 


| 


The Saxons at this time, poſſeſt the third  Srecrel 
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PR is de- 
poſe 
Vortimer ele- 


Qed King of 


Brittayne. 


lous and millitary nation, that Ker, in ſhore 
time, grew toonarrow for them,and a. - , 
to diſtend their power int» other parts, adui- 
ſed Yortigern , to plant a Colony of them in the 
North beyond Huwber, to be a continuall 
ard againſt all inuaſions that way. Which 
bale ahimdSece foddeo tor Otha, his bro- 
ther, and ſonne Ebeſs, with great ſupplies our 
of Saxony, to furniſh thar difeigne. And ſo 
came the Saxons to haue firſt domination in 
Kent, and Northumberland, which conteyned 
all the countrie from Humber to Scotland. And 
now be of ſcruants, maiſters; to con- 
remne their enterteynors, and commit many 
En nSnchiials 
author of this yy 2 admifion) and 
ele& Yortimer his ſonne, a Prince of grear 
worth, who (whilſt he liued, which was nor. 
long ) gaue them fierce incounters : bur 
all preuailed nor, for the Saxons being pofleſt | 
efihypeactpalincool the Land, lying open | 
on op —_— recciue all ſuppli 
withourrefiſtance;had the aduantage to weare 
them our ofall in the end. And beſide force, 
they areſaid to haue vſcd treacherie in mur- 
thering 300 ofthe Briztsſh nobilitic at an aſ- 
ſembly of peace at Amesbwrie , where they 
tooke their King priſoner, and would nor re- 


CO I ene Pi) 
uinc 
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irique leader ( of almo 


For yn rms now made marriall, by lo 
pn e,and often barrailes, grew in the en 
© inraged , to ſec their countrie ſurprized 


muſtarttribure much ro the worthines of their 
| the ſpirit of apeople is raiſed) 


nronep greening clpe- 
_—_— laſt of the Rowens , and 

, the nobleſt of Brizeaynes ': A man in 
force and courage aboue man, and worthie to 
haue beenea ſubic& oftruth ro poſteritie, and 
notof fi as legendary writers haue made 
him: for whi ——_ 7 11 Pk, 
State of His countrie, and is faid to haue in- 
countered with the Saxoms,in 12. ſerbartrailes: 
wherin he had either vi&ory, or equall re- 
.In the end, himſelfe ouerthrowne by 
;thebeſt men conſumed inthe warres, 
and the reſt vnable to reſiſt, fled into the 
mountaines, and remote defarrs of the weſt 
parts ofthe Iſle, and left all to the inuadors, 


daily growing more and more vpon them, 


| 


uinces more. Alſo CO of Hengift, a | 

= yeares con- 
tinuance) made much for the ſertling heere of 
their eſtate : which yer they could nor effec, 
but with much trauaile, and effuſion of bloud. 


from vnder their feer ; as they ſold the inheri- 
- | tancethereof ara very deere rate, Whercin we 


T 


For men of Sexopy, ſeci 
ant CelnT none 
Heneift , 


EONS ant we SET 
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jſt, cured likewiſe on diuers coaſtes, to 
—_— for ——_ , with ſuch multi- 
vs of people, as the Britaynes making head 
in one 4 were aſſaulted in another, and 
eu oucerwhelmed with new encrea- | 


—————_ 

or after jt had obtained the domi- 
nion of Kent, ( from him became to be 
The ſeuerall |2 ) and Ocha, and Ebuſe poſleſt of all 
ics made | the North countries from tO Scotland: 


h— ans 3 TT eng r' 

009 pew. = ery _ ITED 
ex (9) 

Than Gai end: CO ny at Portſ- 

mouth, inuadedt South, and weſt þ 


ſame time, fa, inuaded the North caſtp, 
_ beganne the guerre of the Eall An 
| es , conteyning N orthfolke, S, e, Cam- 
4 ridgeſhire, and the Iſle of Eley : Erkewwin, 
beganne the kingdome of the Eaſt Sexons, 


Hauing thus, in a manner,ſurrounded the 
beſt ofthewhole Stare of Britayne ; they after 
inuaded the inner, & middle part. AndCridds 
beganne the kingdome of mg 

middle] 


__ — 
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h-hamptonſbire, cr} ren 
[hire Bedford,Buckinghi, Oxferdhire Cher 
Derbie , Nottingham, and Staffordſhire, with 
part of theſhires of Hereford,& Hartford:War- 
wicke Shropſhire, Lancaſter,and Glouceſterſhire. 
Andwith all theſePrinces, and leaders, be- 


the Briteines ſodeſperate pled, as planr 
could nor , bar xl Lay 3nd 
d ion of the who e countrie, wherofin 
the end they extin borh the religion, 
lawes, language, andall, wh rhe people and 
name of Brizeine. Which hauingbeeneſo long 
a Prouince of great honour and benefit to 
the Roman Empire, could not ro artake __ 
the magnificence of their r goodly 
Thermes res, Aquadudtcs, He Jh wayes, and yrs 
other their ornaments of light, caſe, and 
eſe : which all came .s be ſo vmerly 
razed and confounded by the Saxons, as there 
isnorleftftanding ſo much as the ruynes, to 
point vs where they were : for they, being a 
ple ofa rough breeding, that would nor 
taken with theſe delicacies of life, ſeemed 
to care for no other monuments bur of earth, 
and as borne in the field, would build their 
fortunes onely there. Witneſſe ſo many In- 
trenchments, Mounts and Borrowghs raiſed for 
tombes and defences vpon all the wide cham- 


| 


fore they could eſtabliſh their dominions, | 


E pions 
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ionsand eminent hils of this Iſle, remayning 
Nh as the charaQters of the deepe ſcratches 
made on the whole face of our country, to 
ſhew the hard labour our Progenitors endu- 
red to getir for vs* 

Which generall ſubuerſion of a Stare, is 
very ſeeldome ſcene: Inuaſion, and deuaſta- 
tion of Prouinces hauec often beene made, but 
in ſuch ſorras they continued, or recouered, 
with ſome commixtion of their owne, with 


th 
& Chriſtianiric, 
ſuch an implacable 


by 

hatred, as but one mult poſſeſſe all. The con- 
queſt made by the Romans, was not to cxtir- 
pare the nation; butto maiſter it. The Daves, 
which afterward inuaded the Saxons, made 
onely at the firſt depredations on the coaſt, | 
and therewith for a time contented them- 
ſelues. When they grew to haue further in- 
tereſt, they ſought vb RT, —_ 
community, and in the end, a ſoucraigntic 0 
the nel og with the wiemen th 
heere found, bringing few of their owne with | 
|them. The Normans dealt the like with the 
Prouince of Nueſtris in France: and after they 
had the dominion , and what the _— 


. 
- 
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would yeeld them in England, were content 
to ſuffer the people heere, to hauerheir being, 
intermatched with them, and ſo grewin ſhort 
ſpace into their bodie, Bur this was an ab- 
hee Gbeerion , and: concurred with the _— 
vniuerſall mutation , which abour that time sricayne. 
dinal theſe parts of the world ywhere- 
t ms no = country,or T__— bue 
chaunged boundes , inhabitants, cuſtomes 
language, and in amanner all their names. 1 
or vpon the breaking vp of the Roman 
Empire (firſt deuided into two, and then by 
fa@ion difioynted in each part) imploying 
the forces of many ſtrange nations to fortific 
their ſides zwere made fo wide ruptures in the 
North, and North Eaſt boundes of that Em- 
ire ; as there burſt out infinite ſtreames of 
Hes people , that ouer-ranne, and laide 
open the world againe to libertic, other for- 
mes and lymits of Stare : wherupon followed 
all theſe tranſmigrariss & ſhiftings of people, 
from one countrey to another. The Fraxcs 
and Burgognons diſpoſſeſt the Gaules, and gaue 
the names of France and Burgogne to their 
Prouince. The Gaw/-s tranſplan clues 
on ſome coaſtes of Spaine, whiere they could 
finde,or make their habication : and of them 
had Gallicis and Portugal! their names. The 
Hunnes and Avari {ubdued Pannonis, and 


thereto gauethe name x - Hungarie. The Long- 
| 2 


beardes, 


—_— _— 


The diutſunof thir Land © Linas, 


beardes, a people of Germany, bordering vpon 
the Saxons , entred /talie , got the greateſt 
part therof, and left there their —_— 
principail Prouince, remayning to this daie. 
The ors and YVaendales, mil, affliged 
the reſt, fackr Rome, and after ed, peo- 
pled, and poſleft Spaine. So that it was not in 
the Britayne alone,to be vndone, but to 


re 
iſh, , with the generall diffolution 
fakes States , which hapned about the 
fameage. 
Wherefore, wee are now heere to begi 
with a new Bodie of people, with a new State, 
| f thi Land, which retai- 


and gouernment 0 


(the greateſt 
Hengiſt, call i/t-Land, or . 
ms ago 0p) as. wo - ſo wide 
cene tne conquering and conquered 
people, that nothing either of lawes, rites and 
cuſtomes, came'to paſſe ouer vnto vs from 
the Britaynes : nor our Anceſtors an 
thing from them, bur their countrie : whi 
they firſt diuided into cight kingdomes: all 
which,continued to the laſt extermination he 
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-| the Britaynes vnder Carttias their King, with 


whome they were driuen ouer Sexerze, 136. 
yeeres after the firſt enterrainement of Hen- 
giſt. And ſoone after, the' Saxons, encroching 
vpon each othe rs or States ( which' ne- 
uerheld certraine boundes) and the ſtronger 
duced themeoke vpon their weaker neighbours, re- 
ro-ſcauen kingdomes; that of the 
made one of rwo: 
ay cnqrnt a y0ns ry riot rect 
the kingdome of Sw/ex' to their dominion.) 
And fo it continued abour 250 yeares. 
 Azthe firſt; by the rar, ns yeares, 


lawes,without mixture ofany _ = 


| pare ee 
after receiued the Chriſtian 
their lawcs and rites ordered according to Ec- 


[entice heme ter gr 


in all 
pe. — gs 
glorie : p—_ _ renounced their; tem- 

Spiricuall. fflicude; and 
ax, ork as e£tbeldred, and Kinred, 
SITES Int. of the Eaſt 


| vita E 3 Saxons; 


—_ 


—_— 


ZO 


The Gonernement + Linz. 


| Saxons 4 Eadberte King of the Northwmbri- 


Saxons ; Kadwalls, and Ina, Kings of theweſt 


ans. &c. _ 

Arl the kingdomes of Merc-naland, 
and ane yl far ouergrew the others in 
power , as berweene them two it lay, who 
ſhould haucall. For /ns, a martiall, wiſe, and 
religious Prince, gouerning the weſt Saxons, 
firſt aduaunced that kingdome to a prehe- 
minencie, & did much to haue ſubdued Aferc- 
na-land |: but yer Off ( afterwards King 
thereof) was in fai ility to haue ſwallo. 
wed vp both the weſt Saxony, and all the reſt 
of the kingdomes. For whilſt hee liued, which 
was in the time of Cerolss Magnus, ( with 
whom hee held league and ami ) hee was 
eſteemed as the eſpeciall King of the Land. 
Burthe many wrongs he did, andthe murther 
committed \in his .houſe, vpon «Ethelbert, 

, comming to him 
, and —— to his | 

n his 
eclining, in the 


r dew; rao pains the way to 
bring allthe reſt into ſubicQion. And being 
a Prince, whS from a priuate fortune, wherin 
he liued below, with, and not aboue other 
men, had learned ſufferance and moderation; 


and 


—ﬀQ a 
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and by the Eſtate of an exile, experience, 
grew to haue great aduantages ouer the time, 
and others borne fortunes, and roſe by theſe 
meanes. 

| ina, his great vncle, renouncing the world, 
with his kingdome, and dying withour iſſue, 
left the ſucceſſion imbroiled, and our of the 
dire& royall lyne as hee found it. So that thoſe 
foure Kings of the weſt Saxons, who ſcucrally 
ſucceeded him. Ethelard, Sigibert, Kinulph and 
Britric, were rather Ki election, and 
their owne power, then by right of diſcent. 
And Britric knowing the weakeneſle of his 
title, and the much promiſing forwardnes 
of. zwith his propinquitic in bloud, to 
the Kings: gre ro _ _ 
made away; which he perccauing, fled firſt 
to offs, King of Mercne-land, where finding 
lictle ſecurity , in regard Britric had ( to 
ſtrength himſelfe ) married the daughter of 
that king, hee eſcaped into France, and there 
remayned rill the death of Britric, and then 
+ 04 » my the kingdome of the weſt- 
ſaxons ubdues Cornewal/, inhabited by the 
Britaynes ; and after ſets ypon Bernwlph, newly 
inueſted in the kingdome of Mercne-land; a 
State by the rupture of the Royall lyne, like- 
wiſe e tortering. For Egferth, the ſonne 
of Offa, enioyed bur. 4. monethes, the inhe- 


\ricance of his Rs ans.” 
tl. 


" 
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that kingdome diſcended collacerally ro Key- 
nulph , who left it to Kenelme a child, after 
murthered by his ſiſter 2#inred. ,bro- 
ther-ro Kennulph, — after his firſt 
yeares raigne, was y , and 
Bernulph by Egbert, who made that kingdome 
tributarie to the weſt Saxors, as he did after 
that of the South , and Eaſt Saxons, with the 
kingdome 'of Northumberlond. And by this 
meanes,in a manner,atrained to a ſoucraignry 
of the whole. Bur the Danes imbroiling his 
pe eo | mT 
m enioyl a4 c power, as 
that wee one him the abſolute Mo-' 
narch of the kingdome, nor yer any of his: 
— ſo oo the _—_ continued vn- 
ie&ed. For hauing firſt made irrup- 
rions into the State,in the raigne of the late 
King Br#tric (his predeceſſor ) cuer after held: 
a part qe and —_— © 17ers ill 
d attayned olute ſoucraignric 

jeg Avro | _ 
The Danes were a people of Germanic, next 


manners lirtle different. poſſeſſing beſides 

Cimbrice Cherſoneſus (now called Denmarke) 

allthe Ifles adiacent in the Ba{tique Sea, aud 

ſomernnes the ns of o—_— A 

mightie, rough,and tall nation; ſtrong in 

ſhipping, through their exerciſe of _ 
an 


| 
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and numerous in people for all ſuppliments. 
Who perceauing heere the happic ſucceſfſe, 
and plantation of the Saxons , were drawne 
with -defire and emulation , likewiſe, to pur 


and the many diuiſions 0 
diſcord of Princes, making them an cafie way 
thereunto. So that in a-manner, as ſoone as 
the Saxons No _ _ —_— with the 
Britaynes, ew to ſettling of a Monar- 
chie, the Dexes, as if ordain'd to reuenge their 
ſlaughrers, beganne to aſſault them with the 
like sfiitions. The long, the many, and hor- 
rible encounters berwene this rwo fierce na- 
tions, with the bloudſhed ,and infinir ſpoiles 
committed in of the Land, are of 
ſo-diſorded and lous memory, that what 
with their aſperous names, with the 
confuſion of place, umes,and perſons, intrica- 
relydeli is yet 2a warre to the reader to 
ouer-looke them. _ ——_ ro _ 
e owne paines and his, ct 

nr > aſe them ouer. - 

After the Cath of Egbert, «Erhelwolph,his 
ſonneſucceeded in the State, with the title 
f King of the weſt Saxozs only, and was a 
Prince more addiced to deuotion then aCti- 
on : as may be ſcene by his donation of the 
tenth part ofhis kingdome ( with exemption 


in fora part,the coaſtelying 0 entoinuaſion, 
ike d, with the | 


ofallregall ſeruice) for the ſcruice of God: 
F beſides 


EE. 
— —_ 


Eckerrthe fofl ingof England. Lirne. 
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beſides an annuitie of 300 markes,to be beſto- 
wed in pious vſcs at Rome ; whither he went 
ewice in perſon,with his yongeſt ſonne Alfred, 
whom he eſpecially loucd; and whom Pope 
Leo 4 annointed a King at cleuen yeares of 
age, as ifdeuining of his future forrune. 
Vponhis laſt iorney, and whole 

at Rome; «A£thelbald , his eldeſt ſonne, com- 
bin'd with the nobilitic of the wefſaxons, to 


EDT 

r5 

bh kindateof the Bak _ 

the ingdamcof the Ea Angles (+ 
dignitic) to which, 


his fathers widow, ladzth, to Charles 
nay | it bur ewo | 
yeares and a 


when ,the {c- 
cond ſonne of +£ebelalph , entred to the go- 
uernment, which hee held 5 yeares m conti- 
nuall conflict, with the Dares. 8 | 

Afred , the mirrour of 
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in warre,, eicher againſt his enimies, or els| 
vices. 
+ gee, mon. erto loſe all, heewas 


REESE 


thumberland) to Guthrun, leader _ the Dares, 
whome vpon his baptization, he made his 
confederate,and owner of that by right,which 
before he vſurped by violence. 

And notwithſtanding all the continuall, 
and intricate toile he indured amidſt the clar- 


tering and horror of armes, he p: ed all 


.of aduiſc, and Canon 
the fone "hs Member vic, and ads 
other according tothe neceſſicie oftherime. 
And fortharthe wildenes of warre, by rea- 
ſon of theſe conflicts with ſtrangers, 
had ſo leroutthe people of the Land, to vn- 
lawfull riots and rapine; that no man could 
trauatle without conuoy : hee ordained the 
dwifons of ſhires, hundreds, and —_—_ 
that euery ( now the 
nameforall the Saxons) liuing legally, > 
be of a certaine hundred or tiching, our © 
which hee was not co remoue without f=cu- 


F 2 ritie: 


En... 


' 
t 
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ritie: and out of which, if he were accuſed 
any crime, bee was likewiſe ro produce ſure-: 
ties for his behauiour, which if hee could nor 
finde, hee wa# ro indure the puniſhment of 
the law. If any malefaQor, before or after hee 
had putin ſureties eſcaped all the Tithin 
or Hundred were fined tothe King,by whi 
meanes he ſecured trauailers,and the peace of 
his countrie. 

The opinion hehad of learning made him 
often complaine the want therof : imputing 
it amongſt his greateſt iriforrunes. ro haue 
beene bred without it, and ro haue his king- 
dome ſovererly deſtitute of learned men, as it 
was , through the long continuance of this 
barbarous warre : which made him ſend our 
for ſuch a —_— famous for letters, 

g gorren 


and hau ee borh highli pre- 
To pgs know 
not to much themſclues) held them in great | 


veneration:rarenes then,ſerting a higher price 
6n meaner parts, then after, plenty did on 
more perfections. Grimbald, and Scotus, hee 
drew out of France: Aſſer (who wrote his life) 
outof wales z others from other parts : he was 
the firſt Prince we had in England; by 
whoſe meanes and ———— publique 
ſchooles had here, either their reutuing, or 


be x 
Thoſe wants ofhis owne, made him take a 


= 
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with whome were bred, vnder moſt deligent| 
inaſters, almoſt all the children of the Nobili- 
tie within his kingdome.. 

All his owne time he could cleere from 
other buſineſſe, hee beſtowed in ſtudie, and! 
did hire and cauſed ochers, ro canſla e| 
many things in the vulgar tongue : which he 
> + Th 4 owveysC to-adorne, and eſ- 


—_— that ofa King,hee atrained the title. 
of Poet. 


The naturall daic,confiſting of 24 howers, 
hecaſt into 3 parts : whereof eight he fpent in 
payer, ſtudic, and writing : cighr in the ſer- 
uice of his bodice, and eight in the affaires of 
his States. Which ſpaces ( hauing then no 
other engine for it) hee meaſured by a great 
waxe light, ro_ _ lo _ p_ ,re- 
ceauing norice e keeper thereof, as the 
Gowns paſſed in the burning. 

With as faire an order did he proportion 
his reuenues, equalling his liberaliries to all 
his other expences : whereof to make the cur- | 
rentrunge more certaine, hee tookea preciſe 
notice of them, and made a generall ſuruay 
of the kingdome, and/had all the particulers 
of his eſtate regiſtred-in a booke which hec 
kept in his treaſurie at Wincheſter. And within 
this circumference of order, he. held. him in 


greater care for the education of his ſonnes, | 


ally affected the Saxon meeters : whereby Mat.eſtm, 


The firſt fur- 
uay of the 
kingdome, 


þ | F 3 that 


—— —_ 


$ 
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Gan egularir — witha weeke dif 
ion ofbodie, and raigned 27 yeares, lea- 
wing TC wnd-axvoite feccofies, 
ro mainteine the lyne of noblencs thus begun 
ay, 


Game confederation fore-concludey| 


as hauing 


[lirtle out-lers, or leiſure,for eaſe and luxury, 


they 


c 


: wee fhnde in the 1 lawes |} 
and Guthran made wy they 
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rr any yenrry rs yeares, and 
ſpirit, was ( the bracke in his 
Edmond, vader age : Nor did Athelftan dilap- 
—_ in chis worke, bur perfor- 
med all | es, er 10 yewn iuſtice, and 
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and vndauntable ſtomacke , as no fortune 
could dererre, nor make to giue ouer their 
holde. And the imbecillitic of ſome vpattiue 
Prince atthat time, had beene inough to haue 
lerthemn quite into the whole : which may be 
—_— that in the ſucceſhiorr of ſome of 

Kings, were cerraine ruptures made out 
ofcourſe, inreſpe& of their ablenes. As firſt 
after the death ofthis renowned King Edward 


Ne eFelerimoat his razgne, which was 
of xo yeares. 


Anno, 914. 


Edmend. 940. 


Edvcin , his nephew , the cldefs forme of [z4via. 


Edmond, | 


| 
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Edmond, ſucceeded him, an ryouth, 
pting the courſe oodneſle, 


who i 
liued dyſolurely, and 


wile = a other ſonne 0 
toy. 2 rare ſucceſſion of good Prin- 


ces, withourthe 1 


Edgar, though he were but as eares of 
ages yet capeable of councell,was by the graue 
4 of his Biſhops ( who in that time of 

zcale held eſpecially —_— raines on the hearts 
and ea of men eo) pu and direced in the 


way of goodneſſe , 
Prince. 


Amongſt otherhis excellent ations of go- 
uern , he prouided a mightic Nauy, to 
is coaſts from inuaſion; which now he 


aue)in ſhippi 
ing ty had : vomeeſs 
cd 


And. rid 300r 


But cither now dif uſed, or conſumed by the 
enemy, Edgar re-cdifies, and ſers forth a Flect 


| 


ipping, bur a few ſmall veſſels made of 
wicker and couered with hides: whereby they, 
= afrer the Dazes , both mightio (23 thoſe 


ſtrong Nauic , about the yeare 


died wiſh Other- 
(Edmond) 


tion of any ill. 


became a moſt heroi- 


, found that caſic foo- 
is ſaid ro hauc 


yeares after did the like 


conſiſting 


_—_ WY 
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conſiſting (as ſome write) of 1600 ſaile, others 
a farre greater number, and thoſe he deuides 
and places in fonre parts of the Realme, ma- 
ing his progreſſes yearly, with part of this 
rs_fem Naute, round abour the whole Ifle, 
Androreduceit all ro one name and Mo- 
narchie, he was intitled, king ofall _1{bron;as 
teſtifies his Charter granted to the Abby of 
Maldeſmeſbury , in theſe1 words : Ego Edge- 
rus Fotius Albionis nee non Maritimo- 
rum ſeu inſulanorum : circum habit an- 
tixm,c+c. For he hauing frſt of all other made 
peace with the Dares, and them quier 
cohabitation rhrough all his dominions; had 
the ſoucraigntie - ouer them: And Kennerh, 
king of Scots did him ho , whether for 
Cumberland and , giuen to that 
Crowne by king his ,orfor his 
whole kingdome, I cannot fay. And fiue 
COEEnEIED like for their countrey, 
came all to his Courtat Cardiff. 
So that he ſcemes rhe firſt and moſt abſo- 
lute Monarch of this land that hitherto we 
find : The generall peace that held all his 
time, honored his name with the title of Paci- 


fiens : and rendred his E_ neuer be- 


fore acquainted with the glory of quietneſſe, 
Vv flouril hin 6: 7 
þ c—_ if the ſame had bene giuen to ſhew, 
G 


and 


.|| 


[ 
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and notto vie, like a ſhort calme berwixr 
hormes il bur little beyond his raigne 
ole 

dom; 


of ſixteene yeares : being too ſhort to 
the diſſeuered ioynts ofa commixed king 
which was onely to haue bene the worke of 
Time : and chat none of theſe late Princes 
(who were beſt like to haue aduanced and 
confirm'd the Srate of a Monarchie, ) were 
ordained tothaue. Burall (as if things would 
another way ) werepur off from their ends, 
by their vntumely deaths : as was this glorious 
oung Prince, in-the 32 yeare of hi : 
[exving his ſonne Edward, a child, to 
| gothe iſcries of , to be made a fa- 
edhis ftep-' crifice for ambition , and a Saint by 
is fayd ron, the hand ofa who 
| ance her owne ſonne Ethelred, brake 
in, ouer the bounds of nature and righe, to 


rp is ſayd , her felfe to haue 


murrhere , comming to her houſe, c- 
ſtrayed, in hunting, and di i 


Ve Ethelred , as if ill ſer | fared ce 
on this e-whck 


| n: ſaying For that thou 
© oſpired nmr ne ab rs: 


1z 2 
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© — 


& the Lord: the 


* txow. Nor 
&« thy i ious mother, wit 


thy ignominions 

© be expiazed , but by 

ns mar Sat, 
in the cucnr.For cither this vniuſt diſordring 
the ſucceſſion, or the concurrency of hidden 
cauſes meeting with it, ſo wrought, as this 
lace Monarchie fell quite aſunder, 
and begar the occaſion of rwo 
forraine nations , within the ſpace of 50 


is oportunitie 

a yong and vnſcrded Prince,inanew & bran- 
ing State,drew ouer ſuch multitudes of other 
of the ſame nation : as cuery coaſt and part of 
the Land, were miſerablie made the open 
rodes of ſpoile and ſaccage:in ſuch ſort, as the 
Saate knew not where to make any cerraine 
head againft them : for if incountred in one 


& ther, murthered by thy wether ; ths ſaith | 


«* boaſe , raging ian te ll he ac of 


«inſt | 
ET Eet Vina ac 
cc ; F | 
Shall thy finne , nor the ſane of 
councellor | 


h her s, 
_—_— And 
not ) was ratified 


| 
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place, they afſaild another , and had ſo ſure 
intelligence what, and where all preparations 
were raiſed , as nothing could be effected 
auaylable ro quayle them; Whereupon Echel- 
red, in the end, was faine, ſein could nor 
ilewith the ſword, to aflaile them with 


money, and bought a peace for ten thouſand 
pounds |: which God wort , proued after, a 
very dere -worth to the c6mon wealth, 
ſhewing the ſeller thereof, how much was in 
his power, and the buyer, at how hard a rate 
his neceffiric was to be ſerued, and yer not 


ſure of |his bargaine, longer then the con- 
tractor . Who hauing found the bene- 
fite of this marker , raiſed the price thereof 
almoſt every yeare. And yer had not Ethelred 
what hee paid for : the Land in one partor 
other , never free-from ſpoile and inuaſion, 
bur the morenow 0 both by the 
warre, and this taxation. Which was the firſt 
wee find in our annales laid vpon the king- 
dome, (and with heauie greeuance raiſed in 
a poore diſtreſſed Stare, ) continewing many 
ages after the occaſion was-extin@: And in 


4 hereby Ethelred both inlarged the 
meanes and deſire of the enemy , fo thatar 


length came Sweyn, King of Dewmarke, and 
Aulafe, 


tt I rn EI _ 
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Aulafe, King of Norway, in perſon, as if like- 


e to receaue hire for committing outrage, 
and were both rerurned with great ſums, and 
Aulafe ofa milder diſpoſition, with bapriſme. 

Theſe calamiries abroad, were made 
more, by the: diſloyalties at home : faith and 


the Nauy, is faid to haue giuen intelligence 
inte 


of all ow — diſappo thar 
worke. T les Fran, Frithigiſt, Godwin, 


and Twrkettle, diſcended of Danicke progeny, 
and of comaund , decciued the ar- 
mies by ; an wer th anfibors of i 
couragement to c Earic 
Earle of cMare-land made Generall 
of the Kings forces Rn__ uy R 
laſting ignominie, an title of- Falſe, for 
booms diſloyaltic ;fruſtracing all at- 
| . R 
rempts wherin he was ngayes. 
wolnod, a nobleman, for his miſdemeanor 
outlawed, made depredations on the coaſtes, 
with 20 ſhips, and was the cauſe that 80 more | 
ſentto take him in,were vrterly conſumed. 
This defe&ion ofhis nobilitie, howſocuer 
it might be by their owne diſcontent, emula- 
tion, _—_—_ or affeQion, is laid to the 
pride of Ethelred, whom yer wee finde more 
| - D——  — MN > | 
| 5 ad 


— 


jen ofencry 


as if c &ion, 
xcur'd to make a diſmall ſeaſon. 
irwasnort, cre Swaine king 
| Danes t to raiſe againe new ſummes 


you of 
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new afflitions; and to ing here this | 
WIS led her ay 4 euer; re» 
cciues a fee for b © fr ph ſumme of 


aſſem- 
of the States at Lowdown 


,anda or ra- 
ther pation of ſeruirude conclu z with) 


quiet cohabitation, vſe of like liberries, and a 
vnion berweene the two nations, con- 
by oaths of cither part , and hoſtages 


of ours. 


by 3 vniuerſall maſſacre of 
denly here concriped: and effe- 


Such, and enerall exe- 
cution of this a&, throughout 
kingdome at one inſtant, as ſhewed the con- 
currencic of an inueterare rankor, and incom- 
rw iry of theſe two nations, i lero 

conioyned . So that neither Temples, Al- 
td YETTION Wang thr a of aliance, 
were : to ave them from flaughrer. 
Wherein to: incenſe the more their ki | 

Par 


me 


— 


The maſſacre 
parts of the of che Danes. 


IOOZ, 


as it 
W/—— wwt%,r00997 175, rents named 
giuen to Swaize,and as ſoone armed with rage 
” nn 
now (0 oe to doe fowly, euer: 
02 om» or warn t, who had none 


made , which heed till he lefr eras =, 
ed himſclfe firſt into the Iſle of 

and after into Normandze , whither hee 

ſent his Queene, with their 2 ſonnes, 
Alfrid and Edward , before, from the rage 
ant on en Sree 

0 

the death of omar who mthepomn os bane 
beene.crowned King, generally raken 
|oftages and oaches of alt, ied ſuddenly: 


leauing 


— 


| —_—— 
: 
: 
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leauing his ſonne Knute ro ſucceede his for- 
runes, and accompliſh what he intended. 
__ returning, was ſoone furniſhe ou 
an Army, ſets Knute in Lindſey, where he 
lay with his fathers ſhipping, and Hoſtages, 
and draue him $0 take the ſeas : whetewith in- 
raged, making about to Sandwich, he miſcra- 
bly man diſmembred thoſe hoſtages, 
and ſo ſent them home -: himſelfe, with the 
ſpoiles his father and he had gotten, rerurned 
to his countrey, to make greater prepatations 
forthe proſecution ofhis purpoſe. 
prblred in the meane —_ to increaſe the 
ſumme o ith more wrath, at a 
general Aﬀſebly ar 6d , cauſed many of 
mong which were Sigifrith , and AMorchar, 
Earles of Northumberland, whom the falſe 
Edric ( who had a hand on each ſide for miſ- 
chiefe) inuiting them to his lodging, vnder 
e of feaſting , barbarouſly cauſed robe 
ine : their followers, after had fo long 
as they could def defended them- 
ſelues and their maiſters , fled intro a Church, 
where they were with the ſame burnt. Xnute 
armed with the greateſt of his ——_ 
bours powers made hisconfederares, landed 
againe, within'the yeare, at Sandwich & with- 
out refiſtance, had all the Weſt parrs rendred 


] 


vnto him, with pledges for their obedience, 
H 


and 


PE. 


ilitie ro be*murthered : A-| 


; Wi 
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iſhmenr with horſe and armor. Here 
e Edric leaues his Liege-lord, &yeelds 


and his urd faith to Knute. 

Et ſhips, and bis prurdfaic wo Ed- 
mond his ſonne , furnamed /roſide EP om 

ro ) was 

Urexa dpi arn rombannc hacks of a berter 
time, dhe ene endeſ lo, 
and delivered his country at that turne, from 
of miſcries , the conqueſtby ſtran- 


ypon the death of Ethelred d (whoſe 


aefſe cd 
ice and 


much, 
by 
don por Agron ESE 
le eletion of and i 
power 


with 

and had 1: 

Lei ohuvebenth lt wih hee) 

b diſloyall Edric (late renouncing 

wry wen errors in ili- 
le) againe cruſt & with. 


at the 
c ,to 
en rhis Gall bareel} ft Evelang. _ 
"2 pert 


2 

: 

2 

FY 
— _— 

| 


the beſt flower ofhonor it then had : 
the reſt was ſhine, YikiU/, an 
Earle of is ofevcrmamentlowend, who 
had long dom,and in the 
ym; roger ſhewed there 
was hope and to quaile the enemy, 
had there bene an vnion in loyalry. 
nn worke , Edmond eſcapes 
,to recolle& newforces, nor was 
beſo with this fortune, but that he 
ſoone recouered another armie, to re-aſſaile 
_—_—— PORE this vio- 
EE Es 
ay rorarmcngr at. makes 
—_ Here when both Armies were at the 
poine'w incoumer , 2 motion of peace was 
: Some ſay the wo Kings , by 
combar conſented to decide their for- 
runes, and the oucr-commer to take all : and 
that in an. Iſle of the river Sewers their Ar- 
mies on either ſhore , ſpe&ators of the a&) 
Sd either ofa king- 
: After fight, finding 
- Fonda ets + away their wea- 
| 20 me and concluded the peace : | 
, it ſeemes both ſides tyred 


with the rggarran, of a conſuming warre, neuer 
like ro be ended, but by the vreer extirpation 
of the one, and conſidering the danger of ci- 


. _ nd loaned ofrefrnetipnire caſily 


H 2 perſwa- 
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| Rs preſent agreement: 
ich was made br nyrw ns berwixt 
two, and © Fdby Oarhand Sacra- 
+}: purting on each others Apparell, and 
, a5 a ceremonie to expreſle the attone- 
| of their mindes, as if they made tranſa- | 
or rſons each to other. Knute be- 
| Jon and Eden, Kent, A fatall ex- 
ofor ſo free and magnanimousa Prince 
nd : who —_ now no _—_ 
and being a king, was in 
dayes after, none : propa gf rents 
| fouler then warre : for that armed him 
bur ſed him naked to death, 
jel after ly a 
"Oxfird ; ſome ſay by the ſonne of 
Edric | (as if ro ſhew he be the heireof 
his alſo iri Treaſon) whereby both the 
hope, and the other halfe of land were vt- 
rerly;loſt, as determinable his raigne: 
whic kh all we have clſe offs 
moug actios) took vp ſcarce the circuit of © one 
pomes _ t had that bene ſpace c- 
wr as bach 
cer by rofundiey , then the 
which ſeldome ong and euen) coul he 
haue had that —_ te his re- 
_ haue died at the batraile of E/en- 
don with England, then diſcended to 
made it Denmarke, and li 
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Vrby this meancs Knute attayned the ab- 

ſolute dominion of the whole kingdome, 
which he- gouerned with berrer Iuſtice then 
he got, conforming his nariue _— Go) 
a more ciuile and regular faſhion of life : And 
to hauc Exg/and (ce that now he was hers ; he 
' | ſendes away his Nauie, & ſtipendary ſoldiers, 


wholy,vps this poophanrng ens of mild- 
neſſe, a better meanes for his cſtabliſhment, 
then force: bur the Land paid for the remu- 
neration of his people, & this euacuation of 
Strangers,8 3000 pounds of filuer; which itra- 
ther coſented ro doat once,then to haue them 
a daily burthen,to peſter the Starefor cuer. 

Art his firſt comming to the Crowne, he 


as of thoſe might prouc his enemies. Edric 
who came firſt to ſalute him ſole King of Eng- 
land ( as if to tell, thathee made him ſo) hee 
cauſeg his head to be ſer on the higheſt part 
of the Towre of London, therin performing 
his promiſe of — him aboue any 
Lord of the Land, and thereby diſcharged 
himſelfe of ſuch a debt , which though = 
(ſhould haue paid , would never yer be held 
fully clecred: giuing a generall ſatisfa&ion to 


home to their countries, and puts himlelfe | 


ſought to ridde himfelfe, as well of his friends | 


Knute the ficſt 
Dame King, 


1018. 


the people, that reioyced to fee Treaſon fo 
iuſtly rewarded.Like compenſation had ſhort- 


"| ly after,the Earles Twrkil, & Erick, who being 
H 3' ba- 


— — I 


__—_— 


Knwte. L 13.1» 


renee Land werecnccnn vpon their 

EG on 
But O 

he he gf in thele, ——_—— incin thoſe ati- 


cocks cnn onely of his 
for the extirpation of all choſe of the 
Royall bloud of Ezgland; As of Edwin, and 


4 \ the ſonnez ofthe lace King Cn 
Ge EEE 


eitehhoog es ſentro be murthercd abroad, 
rumorat home : ng 


dnzpge,choſicimes, rough rough, 
notyeran inſtrument for —_ 
defoce and all theſe Princes were 


and conueyed our of danger e who 
mcg 


by S«lomon,King of Hengerie, 
CO eto) Tees 
to that (And ſome wrce 
ter to the Emperour Henry 3 a ron 
Ga wo = ns Edgar, 
daughters, Margaret Chr: 

Alfred, and Edward, Gen King Erhel. 
red , by Emme, were preſerued by Richard, 
Duke of Normaendiec vakle , and fo lay 
our _ way. 

private iniuſtice (which often may 
be male incompaſſion,then hurtto the State) 


hee ſoughrto recompence with all publique |' 
ſatisfa&ions: | 


ah 
— 


1 
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fatisfaQions : repairing the 

common-wealth ( 7 ares. oO 
bothin ornament and order: ereQing Chur- 
ches and Monaſteries, with large parents © 
prouiſions, both for the expiation of his in- 
manitics fore-committed, and ro memorize 
the places of his victories with his thanke- 
fulneſſe ro God. The Conſtitutions Ecclefi- 
aſtical and Civile,diuulged in the of 
chat rime, reftifie his render piety, and care of 
luſtice : and are ſo full of reli admoni- 
tions, as it ſcemes, he held rhe Mmeanes to 
haue lawes obſerued, was, to have rhem firſt 
enacted in the conſciences of men . 
others, hee inflicted exact puniſhmenr on all 


he was, bur not cruell : few of his lawes ſan- 
guinarie;as being nor the cuſtome of the time: 
which tlough , yer found meanes ro 
mainrayne publique order, withourthe huQu- 
all remedie — capital, 
vnles confpiracies:the reſt wereall pecuniaric 
mul&ts, baniſhmenrs, bondage or impriſon- 
ment. ” 

To ſhew his clemency, this (amongſt ma- 
ny) is one example: there was a hn who- 
ſocucr had committed' theft, and the goods 
found in his houſe, all his family were mate 
bond, cuen to the child in the cradle: = 

c 


naufrage of the | 
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he antiquates as moſt vniuſt, and ordaines, 
that onely the malefaQor, and ſuch as could 
aidehim, ſhould endure the puniſhment : and 
ce wife, vnlefſe the thing ſtolne, were 
| found wader herlocke, ſhould notbe guilty of 
"Thus warhe his p le,with whome,hee 
was heeto e,wi me 
is ſaid to haue Rnd dns himſelfe (how- 
ſocuer hedid with God) that he became King 
pn, well as of cheir countric. 
And to maintayne Glepinion, bee did many 
acts : as als ao fil rites of honor = «+ 
reuerence to the memorie ofthe late King Ed- 
mona, his confederate: beſides: the executing 
all ſuch as could be found to haue had any 
hand in that murther. Then married he heere 
at home, Emme , late wife to King Ethelred 
( —_— it were more.for his honour then 
his bed, that had beene the 
her husband and children ) 


ED 


him another 


ms he brought our of 
= might of _—_— and high yrs 


tion 


——o 
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tion of his worthineſle, ſo preuailed , as hee 
ſoone obreyned that kingdome; and was now 
the moſt renowned and potent Prince in all 
theſe parts of the world: intitled, King of Eng- 
land, Denmarke and Norwey. 

Herewithall grew his magnificence , as 
wide as his power, and was eſpeciallic exten- 
ded to the » Which hee laboured moſt 
—_— —— — rl 

, Or Is e,( erally 4 
diced o mu ar <5 the more 
his. ing itnot enough to poure out 
his immenſe bounty here «oe Fe land, | 
leckes wes) ma. nero yarn 
thereof; crhe went in perſon, 
formed many famous workes of chankiorad 
honor; both there, and inall his voyage. He | 
freed the Sxxon ſchoole, his predeceſſors of 
land had founded , from all impoſition : 
as he did likewiſe all ſtreights and paſſages, | 
where traucllers were with rigor conſtrained 
to pay toll, | 

is entertainment at Rome With the Po 
Conrade the Emperour, and diuerſe a 2 
Princes ofthe Chriſtianworld, himſelfe writes 
to the Biſhops and Nobilitic of England, and 
withall exhorts them very weckaly to haue 
anefpeciall regard to the due adminiſtration 
of Iuſtice, ro all his ſubieRs alike, withour do- 
ing the leaſt wrong for his gaine, hauing yo 
— [ 


need 
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nam es them to ſee all Chrrchſcot ' and 


| 


need to aduance his reuenue by ſinne: And 


cot fully cleered before his returne. 

e aQtive vertue of this Prince, being the 
mightielt , and moſt abſolute Monarch that 
cuer yer appeared in this kingdome, the au- 
thor of acloze,and firſt of a new Gouernment, 
is ſuch; as ſhewes he ſtriued by all worthic 
wayes, to lay the ground-worke of a State; 
which according to his frame, was cither to 
hold good to his poſteritie, or not. And as 
cen, prxingin bene the roote of a ſuc- 


R 


ceſſion, ſpreading into many diſcents , as was 
aftetward the Norman; hauing as plentifull an 
iſſue maſculine, as he: beſides, he raigned 
neere as long; farre berter beloued ; of diſpo- 
firi a tenciel , and of power larger 


to do good. Bur it wasnotin his fatezhis c 
dren miſcaried in the ſucceſſion, and all this 
great worke fell in a manner with himſelfe. - 


Ho the eldeſt ſonne of Knate (ſome 
write by his fathers ordinance, others by 
the ele&tion of the Danicque Nobilitic, in an 
aſſembly at Oxford ) was made king : whereas 
Godwin Earle of Kent, and the Nobility of 
lind,would haue choſen Hardiknwte borne 

of Queene Emme, or elſe Alfride, the ſonne of 
Ethelred , who is ſayd to haue come out of 
Normandy, vpon the death of _ 
ll | c 


—_ 


'Y 
4 
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it; The firſt a& of whoſe raigne,was the ba- 
niſhmenr, and ſurprizing all the Treaſure of 
his ſtep-mother Queenc Emme: Then the pur- 
tingourthe cies of A/frid her ſonne, his com- 
petitor: and committing him to a loathſome 


le Godwyn beares a foule marke, as berray- 
ing him . Queene Emme repaires to Ba/dowin, 
Earle of Flanders, her kinſman , where ſhe re- 
mained during the raigne of Hara/d, which 
was bur of foure yeares, and then with her 
ſonne Hardiknute(who came out of Denmarke, 
as it ſcemes prepared for ſome thing elſe, then 
to viſit her at Bridges) returned into England, 


ment, ſoone fruſtrated the hope and opi- 
nion fore-conceiued of him : and firſt in like 
ſort began with that degenerous a& of re- 
uenge( wherein noneare ſayd ſo much to de- 
light in, as women) cauſing the body of the 
late king to be vntomb'd, the head cut off, & 
throwne into Thames; Then makes inquifition 
for ſuch as were guiltie of the deathof Alfride, 
his brother by the morher : whereof Earle 
Godwyn and the Biſhop of woreeſter are accu- 
ſed; The Biſhop is diſpoſeſt his Sea: and the 
Earle with arich and rare deuiſed preſent, in 


_ , where he died , For which deed, the 


| 


the Crowne, Bur Harald, being athand caried | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


forme ofa ſhip of gold, appeaſed that furie : 
T making 


— — 


TH Herdiknute inveſted in the Gouerne- [H<rdhuare, 


Io41, 
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proteſtarion of his innocen- 
re thewhole Nobili —_—_— in 
repel his deepe roote. had ſpread ſo many 
b , he ſtood firme, and all the blame 
| was [laide to the violence and rankor of the 


late 
ofthe offending theſe grear men, he 
—=—\ generall 4 to the whole king- 
_ a prodigall largeſle, giuing ro 
aclnent ; ree New eight Markes Cds 
moi} ni er ten, which he impoſed ro be 
1 by the State. Bur after having called 
_— his other halfebrother, outof 
he liued nor long, for farther vio- 
; yung nw the ſecond yeare of 
the celebration ofa mariage at 
in his greateſt ioliry, nor without ſuſ. 
pition of poyſon. 


d with him ended the gouernmet of the 
A anes in England, having only continued 
26 yeares vnder theſe three laſt Kings: and that 
withour any cracke or noyſe , by reaſon the 
nation had no predominane fide, that might 
ſway the Stare in reſpec of the remiſfion 

+ |rheir power home in the firſt —_ collate, 
and no great admiſſion of 

that ſuch, as were here before were oo in- 
corporated with the En made 
one bodie : and moſt of in the 


remorte 


—_— R——— 
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remote parts of the kingdome, that lay ouer 
aginl Donner where by, that which with 

e ing, no cr or dilligence of 
man could r : ory of it Fra week 
England to a King of her owne, and Demmarke 
to ciuile diſcord about the ſucceſſion, Norwey 
likewiſe returning obedience to a ſonne of 
Olaze, recoucred quietneſle, & a home borne 
King, 


| 

B Y which occaſion, Edward, the ſonne of 
Ethelred, ſuccecding in the gouernment, 
raigned 24 yeares in e (which beſides a 
few monethes, was all the ſpace that lay be- 
ewixt, the rwo gulphes of ſtrangers domina- 
tion.) and was a Prince more neceſlaric then 
ficable: fir forno otherthen the calme time 
had. For hauing beene ſo long brought vp 
with the Nunnes at Jumieges , in Normandie, 
he ſcarce knew to be a man when he came into 
England. And to ſhew how little he vnder- 
ſtood himſeliezthey note how in a great anger 
he faid to a baſc fellowe that died hi 
e in hunting, / wowld puniſh thee were 
Fable. And as if hee had vowed their conti- 
nencie with whome hee was bred, was fo far 
from knowing other women ( either thorowe 
conſcience or debilitic) as his owne wife, after 
his death, proteſted herſelfe free from _ 
wry © 


Edward the 


Confeſfor. 
1043. 
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| much 


jun ae} affeting moſt that nation, as being 


——_— 


Es 
itie is » gaue way 
w fre Barle Gods and 
ildren , who for that he would ſecme the 
af man in his prefermetro the Crowne, 


yer not withour © ion:For Syward, Earle 
of Northumber and Leofrike, Earle of He- 
reford, men of as great State and ſpirit, ſecing 
Os ©, 0 for the 
Irturne in ing v 
nor om Nor did their lain ba 
to the preſent benifit both of 
the King and Stare ; For the Earle Syward, 


IRInS tn oiiting a 
ce of 


braue in the North, as Hero/d, Ear 
weſt ,the ſonne of the Earle 

inſt the welſh in the weſt : For the* 
firſt depriued of life and Crowne, cAacbeth, 
dome of Scotland, the other defeired Ris, and 
Griffine , ewo brothers, Kings of wales, and 
ſubdued that Prouince to this Crowne. 
Beſides the Earle Godwyn, had to firuggle 
withan Arch-byſhop of Canterburie, Roberr, 
a Norman, preferred, from a Monke, firſt ro 
London, and after to that Sea, by the King, in- 


part of their bloud, and bred amongſt them. 


an vſaurper, and inueſted Malcolzn, in the king-| 


Of 


Lt ».!l, EdwardibeConfeſſor. 
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Of whom it ſeemed he had many abour his 


whatſocuer they did,. could not auoid to be 
thought to doe ill offices againſt the Earle, 
and the Engliſh in generall: whereby, what 
ight in the lyne of menn's deſires, 
to be _ cn" And in ſto- 
charged, this occaſion gaue more 
fire. Exſtece Earle of ne,who bags married 
Goda the Kings fiſter,, hauing beene at the 
Court, and rerurning into Frerce, his Her- 
benger inraking vp lodgings at Dower, vpon 
his peremprtory behauiour, was by a citizen 
flaine ; The Earle arriving with all his rrayne, 

ues,and flew the homicide,with 18 other. 
The Citric ſeeing rhis, tooke armes, and in the 
bickering, the loſt 22 ofhis men where- 
upon, backe he haſts rothe King, aggrauares 
the inſolency of the Citizens ſo far, that the 


with a power of men , to make againſt the 
Citic county ro chaſtice the le. The 
Earle conſidering it was "yes informa- 
tion of one ſide aduiſed the King rather to | 


ſend for the cheife of the Citie, to vnderſtand 
whart they could ſay for themſelues,and accor- 
= proceede, which being raken for a 
es in the buſineſſe, and of fauor to his 

; rw King and his enimies 


d 
col 

coun 
occahon to 


perſon, whoſe neerenes , being ſtrangers, | . 


Earle Goawy® is ſent for, and commaunded | 


uſpe& his attcQion. Shortly 
afrer,| 


| 
| 


— 
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after, the Earle is ſummoned to an Aſſemblie 
at Glouceſter, where neither hee, nor any ofhis 
ſonnes would appeare; and ſuſpeQing ſome 
practice againſt lim | by his enimies, raiſes 
rces, pretending to ſuppreſſe the welſh, 
who were not found to offend, whereupon 
the Aſſemblic remoues ro London, ſurmmons 
him againe to make his apparance, to diſmiſſe 
his forces, and ro come only attended with 
12/ perſons. Hee ſendes them word, to dif- 
miſle his forces he was content, or any thing 
els the King would commaund him,ſo it were 
with the ſaferie of his life and honour; but ro 
comediſaccompanied, was for neither. Then 
was he commaunded within 5 daies to depart 
the Realme, which hee did,and with Touſtayne 
and Swayne his ſonnes , gets him into Flaun- 
ders, where Towſtsyne married the daughter 
of theEarle '» 5.Harald his cldeſt ſonne, 
departs into 7reland: the King puts from him 
the Queene, to be of the diſgrace, 
and miſeric of her houſe. The Earle Gr4win 
in this deſperate fortune,whilſt the French and 
his enimies poſleſt the King, fell ro piracye, 
diſturbed rhe coaſtes, approached London, by 
the Ryuer, and being ſo popular, as no forces 
would oppoſe- againſt him , made ar lengeh 
his owne peace with power; in ſuch ſort, as 
the French fearing revenge, forſooke both the 
Court and kingdome. Lv 
| is 


: 
_ 7 
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This ( as fore-pointing to a ſtorme har was 
on that coaſt ) began the firſt diffe- 
rence with the Frexch nation : which thus ac- 


uainted with the diſtration,of the kin 
, and faions —_— £2] wetiune 4 
ro 
draw on the rize that followed. | 


The weakneſſe ofheki , andthe oor 


0%, nagar Bake be 
mio (learning E- 
= non. feere, and make his 


increaſed theſe diſcontentments, 
ies in the State: wherein many 
as of injuſtice , by the ſway of power and 
=__ were committed , which did much 
lacken that time of peace, and madea good 
man (notby doing,bur induring ill) helde to bs] 
abad king. 
And iris ſayd, that Emme the Queene mo-| 
id, had her part of much afflition in his | 
c, ſuffering both in her goods and fame: 
how to purge her ſelfe of a ſcandal! raiſed 
wich Aion, Biſhop of wincheſter , ſhe 
vnder-went the triall of Fire-Ordeall / (which 
was to paſſe blind-fold, with bare feere, oucr| 
certaine:/plough-ſhares, made red hot, and 
laid an vneuen diſtance one before the other ) | 
which ſhe ſafely performed . And the reaſon | 
why, both her ns and the State fo little re+ 


ſpeed this great Lady( whoſe many p_ 
K ac! 


— YY——————— 


| Harald the Se- 
cond 
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[ made her an actor in diuerſe fortunes)was, |. 
for! thar ſhe neuer affeted king Erhelred, nor 
the children ſhe had by him: and for her ma- 
riage with Knute, the great enemy and ſubduer 


of 
lo 


hew Edward, intitled the Our-law, with 
his|children, out of Hungarie. But Edward, 
ſhortly after his arriuall died , and Edger his 
ſonne (ſurnamed ne ) to ſay the noble 

) either by reaſon of his youth , which 
yer/wasno barre to his right , or being borne 
and bred a ſtranger, little knowing, or 
to the kingdome, had his claime negleRed v- 
the death of this pious king. 


Nd Harald, ſonne to the Earle Godwin 

d (thenext day after) was preferredto the 
Crowne, whether by any title he mighe pre- 
tend from the D ings, as di ed 
thatnation (and as ſome report, ſonne 

to Githa, ſiſter to Swayne)orby mecre eleion 
of the greater part of the Nobilitie, we cannot 
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fay : burit ſeemes, the preſſing neceſſitic of the 
; time , that —_— a more man , to vndergo 
'the burthen of warre, and that trouble, = 
; world was like to fall into , by reaſon 'of the 
claimes now made borh by the Daxe and Nor- 
man, caſt it ſuddenly vpon him, asthe moſt e- 
minent man ofthe kingdome , both by the cx- 
ience of his owne deferuings, and the 
of his alliance . Neither did hefaile 
bur in fortune, to make good this eleion, ta- 
kingallthe beſt courſes doth for the well-or- 
ofthe State, and all prouifions for de- 
fence, that a politicke and aQtiue Prince-could 
do. Burt being to deale in a broken world, 
where the affe&ions of men were all difioyn- 
ted, or daſht with the terror of an approchin 
miſchiefe, failing ( as vſually is ſeene) in thele 
publicke feares , both in their diligence and 
courage to withſtand it, ſoonefound more 
then enough to do. 

And the firft man,which began to diſturbe 
his new gouernment, was his owne yonger 
nn uo tn the time ofche late 
king Edward, hauing the gouernment of Noy- 
thumberland, was for his pride andimmaniries 
ſhewed in thoſe parts , baniſhed the king- 
dome, andnowby reaſon of his former con- 
ceived hatred againſt his brother, cafily ſer 
on,by the Duke of Normandie , and Baldouin, 
Earle of Flanders (whoſe rwo daughters the 
1 K 2 Duke 
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| 
wi 
/ 


| 


and he had maried ) aſlailes firſt che Ile 

of Wight, and after ſers the coaſt of Ken, 
whence he was chaſed by the power of Ha- 
rald, and forced to withdraw into the North 
parts, and there fccking to land , was likewiſe 
repulſed , by the Earles Morchar and Eawyn 
< ſiſter Herald had maried.) Then craues 
=> of the Scots, and after of Harald ſurna- 
far. 6 , king of Ps Fr. then 
gin, piracie 
parts , whom he __ all his 


Harald of England mer them with a puiſ- 
ſ: «EIT and cag ger fight, en- 

d haakdbeideae and the of his 
brother Tox/tayxe , and the king of I\ orwey. 

ut from hence was he called with his wea- 

and broken forces , ro a more farall buſi - 

- e in the ES For now william Duke 

ymandie , pretending a right ro the 

of , by the ur perk of the 

king Edward his kinſman , vpon the ad- 

ge of a buſic rime, and the disfurniſh- 

of thoſe parts, landed at Pemſey,norfarre 


Haſtings in Suſſex : neereto which place, 
— the great Aflize of Gods mdge- 


m_ in bool - 70: 
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the Engliſh and Norman Nation. A barraile 
the moſt memorable of all other, and howſo- 
euer miſcrably loſt, yer moſt nobly fought, on 
the parr A —— wounds of | 
Harald there ſlaine , with the heapes of thou-| 
ſands of the-Exglſh ſhew, how much was 
wrought to haue ſau'd their country, from the 
calamirie of forraine (cruirude. 

And yer, how fo a kingdome as Ene- 
land then was , could with one blow be 1i 
dued by fo ſmall a prouince as Normanay, in 
ſuch ſort, as ic _ —_— — make 
| again uverour 
might ſceme ſtrange, did nor the circumſtan- 
ces fore-noted , and other concurrene cauſes, 
inthe next booke to be declared, giue vs faire 
and probable reaſon thereof: Beſiges the in- 
diſpoſition of a diſeaſed time (as it is deſcri- 
bed by ſach as lived neereſt it) may giue vs 

ateuidence in this examination. For they 
hoy , the people of this. kingdome, were, by 
their being, ſecure from their former enemy 
the Dane , and their long peace; which had 
held ina manner from the death of king Ed- 
mona Ironſide , almoit 50 yeares; growne neg- 
le&iue of armes, and generally debauſhed 
with luxuric, and 1dlenefſe: the Cleargie li- 
centious, and onely comentwith a tumulrua- 


ry learning: The Cons to glutrony, 
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venery and oppreſſion: : gs " =_ _ 
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drunkenneſſe, and all diſorder: And they ſay, 
thatin the laſt aQion of Harald at Stamford 

braueſt men periſhed, and himſelfe growing 
inſolent vpon the viQorie, retaining the 
ſpoyles, withour diſtribution to his ſouldiers 
nor inured to be commanded by martiall dif- 
cipline,made them diſcontent and vnruly:and 
commung to this bartell with many mercinary 
men, =. diſcontented Army, gaue great 
occaſion to the lamentable loſle thereof. 
Beſides, the Normans had a peculiar fight. 
with long bowes, wherewirh the Engliſh(then: 


altogether vnacquainteds) were eſpeci 0. 
n= And yer.their owne Wie? re- 
port how the maine batrallion of the Engl:ſh 
.conſiſting of Bils (their chiefe and antient 
weapon) held in a body fo cloſe lockt roge- 
ther, as no force could difſolue them : ill 
the regs fay,drew them to a diſ- 
ordered purſuite. ſo they excuſe the for- 
rune of the day. 

And thus my noble Lord, haue I, ifi the 
ſtrei courlſe,thevneuen compaſſe of An- 
tiquitic could dire& me, got ouer the wide 
andintricate paſſage of thoſe times, that 

| lay beyond the worke I pur- 
| poſe moreparticular- 
ly todeliuer. 


| 
The end of the firſt Booke. 
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of the Hiſtorie of England 
The life of wiltiem, 1. 


Come now ( my noble 
Lord of Rocheſter) to write 
ofa time,wherin the State 
of England receiucd an al- 

teration of . lawes , cu- 


NSC of living , language wri- 
with new formes of fighrs,forrifications, 
dings , and generally an innouation in 
moſt thinges bur Religion. So thar from this 
jon, which was the greateſt it cuer had, 
weeare tobeginae witha new accompe of an 


VL 


England, more in dominion abroade, more 1n 


State andabiliry at home,and of more honour 
and name in the world then heretofore: which 
by being thus vndone, was made, as if irwere 
in her fate to get more by her loſſes, then her 

L berter 


— 


| 
L 
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berter fortunes. For as firſt the conqueſt of 


theD4nes;brought herto the intyreſt Gouern- 
ment, ſhee euer poſſeit at home, and made her 
moſtredoubred of all the kingdomes of the 
North :\o did this of the Norman by com- 


ming in vpon her, make away to let her our, 


| |and{tretch her mightie armes ouer the Seas, 


into the goodly Prouinces of the South; For 


| before theſe times, the Engliſh nation from 


their firſt eſtabliſhment in this Land, about 


- | the ſpace of 500 yeares, neuer made any ſa 


out of the Iſle , vpon any other part of the 
world, bur buſied at home in a deuided State, 
held a broken gouernment with the Danes,and 
ofno great regard, it ſeemes, with other na- 
tions, till Kmute lead them forth into the king- 
dome of Norwey , where they firſt ſhewed 
s of their valour, and what they would 
be, were they imployed. 
| Bur the Normans hauing more of the ſunne, 
and ciuilitic by their commixtion with: the 
ſh, begar ſmoother faſhions , with 
uicker motions. And being a nation free 
fro that dull diſceaſe of drinke, wherewith 
their former conquerours were naturally in- 
feed, induced a more comely temperance, 
with/ancererregard of tion & honour: 
For where as before, the Engliſh lived looſe, 
in lictle homely corrages, where they ſpent all 


their reuenewes in good fare, caring for little 
other 
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other gaitic arall.Now after the Norman man- | ,,,,wpury, 
ner, they build them ſtately houſes, prouide 
furniſhments, cre& Caſiles, after the archi- 
reQture of France, which before were other- 
wiſe. They incloſe parkes for their priuat plea- 
ſure,being debar'd the generall liberty of hun- 
ing, which heretofore they enioyed: where- | 
_— all the terms on 
of workmen,names of moſt handy-cratrs ap- 
ing to the delights & adornements 0 
lie ,cameall to be in French. And withall, the 
Norman habits, & faſhion of liuing, became 
generally aſſumed, both in regard ot noueltie, 
8&to take away the note of difference, which 
could notbe well lookt on,in this change. 
And though the bodie of our languagere- 
the Saxor, yet it came fo alteredin 
the apparraile of the French rongue, as now 
we hardly know it in the auncient forme it 
had ; and nor ſo much as the character, 
wherin it was written, but was altred to that | 
of the Roman, and French now vied. | 
Bur to the end wee may the berter know! 
the man, and the nation that thus ſubdude vs; 
wee muſt rake. our courſe vp to the head of 
their originals. 
The Normans, wee finde to haue iſſued out 71. ,,;.;..n 
of Norway and Denmarke , and were of like of the Normans 
manners, as the reſt of thoſe Northerne coun- 
tries : which by reaſon of the apt mixture of 
L 3 their 
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. | make them roome. And out of this redun- 


| 
| 


—— 


their phlegmarique and ſanguine nn | 
ons, with their promiſcuous ingen ring, 

withourany rye of marriage,yeelded that con- 
cinuall ſurchargement of people, as they were 
forced to vnburthen. themſclues on other 
countries , whereſocuer their violence could 


dancie , Row/, or Row, a great Cmmaunder 
amongſt them, furniſhed a robuſtious powre, 
inthe time of King A/frid, and firſt landed in 
England, (that euer lay in the Roade to all 
theſe inuadors ) where finding no roome 
empty , nor any imployment , was content 
(vpon ſome relcife receiued) to vie his for- 
ces otherwhere; which he did againſt Remba/r, 
Duke of Frizs, & Rergnier Duke of Chaumont, 
and Hennalt : with whome hee had vio- 
lent incounters, and committed great ſpoiles 
intheir countries. Which done; hee paſſed 
along the coaſt of Frexce, entred the mouth 
of Seine, and ſacktall the countrie vp to Roan: 
where the people hauing beene lately before 
iſerablic afflited by Heſting, ( another in- 
rofthe fame Nation) were ſo terrified 
h of theſenew forces, that the 

op of Roan, by the conſent of the 

le, offered him the obedience of that 
Citie, and the Countric about, on condition, 
he would defend them, and miniſter Iuſtice 
according tothe lawes of Caxtsr, and the 


Cuſtomes 


L1».2, william the firſt. 


Cuſtomes of the Countrie. For Charles the 
Simples, then King of France, yeelding no pre- 
ſent ſuccour,being otherwiſe imbroiled about 
the right of his Crowne, gaue him the oppor. 


tunitic to plant him in —_— and to grow 
ſo bocretill as ſhortly after hee attempted | 
the conqueſt of Paris, and gaue many notable. 
defeits ro the French Leaders. So that in the 
end, Charles was faine to buye his peace with 
the price ofan alliance, and the whole coun-, 
trie of Nueſtria ( or weſtriſh ) which of the 
Normans , was after called Normandie. And 
thereupon Row! becamea Chriſtian, and bap- 
tized, had the name of Robert, giuen by Robert, 
brother to Exdes late King of France, who then 
ſtood in competition for that Crowne with 
Charles the Simples, and is ſaid to haue vnder- 
aided Rowl ſecretly, of pr to make him 
frend his diſcignes; though after he vrged it 
an article againſt Charles, the giving away his 
Countrey, and the fauouring of ftrangers. 
And thus came Rowl to eſtabliſh a State to 
his poſteritie , ordering the ſame with that 
Indgement and equitie, as he lefthis name in 
a perperuall reverence , and his ſucceffors a; 
firme foundatiorr to plant vpon. From him, 
it adire&lyne, deſcended fixe Dukes of Noy- 
mandre inthe ſpace of 120 yeares : William, 
the firſt, Richard” 1: Richard 2 who had two 
ſonnes, Richard and Robert, that ſucceffiuely 
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after _—_ ouerned cight yeares, 
( either meerely for om.) __—O_ 
tie onghe rather deeme ) or expiation for 
ſome ſecret guilt, wherewith his conſcience 
mighr ſtand charged,abouthis brothers death, 
(which becauſe ir was vntimely , might be|' 
thought vnnarurall ) rcſolues to viſite the 
| holie Sepulchre. And acquainting his Nobi- 
lity therewithall,was by them much diſwaded, 
in regard he had no iſſue: and that already 


they faid , Alain, Earle of Britayne, and the 
Earle of Burgogne, werein conteſtation, who 
ſhou accord echim in the Duchic: ſo that 


ypon his death, and their ſtrife the Countrie 
was like to become aprey to the Souldier, 
from which in- conſcience hee was bound |- 
is beſt meanes to ſecure it. The Dake 
willed them to be content: I-haue (ſaid he) 
alittle Baſtard , of whoſe worthines, I haue 
cathope, aud I doubtnot but he is of ,my 
Ko ting : him will Finueſt in the Duchie as 
mine heire: Andfrom hence forth I pray you 
take him for your Lord. The Earle of Britayne 
(notwithſtanding his competition ) to ſhew 
the affance I haue in him, I will conſticute his 
gouernour, and Seneſchall of Normenaze, the 
King of France (halbe his Guardian, and fo 
Il leaue himto God and your loyalties. 
Shortly after, the Byſhops and Barons did | | 


their 


| 


hr 
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after Row/e, begorren on +_Ar1-tte, a meane 
woman of Falaiſe. And Duke Kobert takin 
his intended journey, deliuers the child with 
his owae hand, to Henrje 1, King of France: 
whome before he had mainely aided in preſer- 
uving his Crowne (lefthim by his father King 
Roberts Teſtament) againſthis elder brother, 
and his mother Conſtance, which with a great 
fide of Nobilirie, ſtood for the right of Primo- | 
geniture, according to the cuſtome of France: 
And therefore might the more preſume (if 
ood turnes done to Princes could waighe- 
o much , as their ſelfe-reſpe&s wonld nor 
eurne the 5kale).ro haue had 3 faire diſcharge 
of his truſt; and him for a proxeQor, whoſe 
power was beſt able to be ſo. And cauſing the 
childe ro do homage for his Duchie of Nor- 
mandie, commirs hun to his Royall faith ; de- 
parts his Court, and ſhortly after his life, in 
Aſia. Whereupon his ſucceſſor, bur 9 yeares 
ofage, becarpe obnoxious to all the miſcries 
that afflict Princes in their pupillage : beſides 
|the reproach of his birth; which though his 
honour and vertuc might ger ouer, yet lay ir 
euer a barre in his way, and hindred his ſtan- 
ding cleere, ſtood he neuer fo highe. 
The nobles of Normandie ſoone after his 
fathers death, by much inereaty, got him one 
0 


| 
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x the French Kings handes, thinking the ha- 
him amongſt them would adde more 
eto his Counſellors, and ſuch as were in 
e: and the State of a Court, awe his Stare 
etter. But ſoone they found, the hauing 
his perſon without his powre was burro pur 
them outinto morediſcord and fation. 
F ningofCouernos the murthering and 
IDOng O _ 


= Gon fi lantation, ſurprizings, and re 
offis perſon. by a Nobillirie, ſtub- 
hevles Gagteio, nd and incompatible of each 


= —— orneerenes. Bur this was 


& Tr, : fave ce from 
 cagererdity 

En great experience in the Sers- 
warre in Spaine: whereby vpon his re- 

| 7 0 ag. the great and 

of worth, he was growen po- 
\wellfollowed, and bcloued of many: 

inſ much that at length, meaſuringhis owne 
> , he vrges what wrong it was thata 
ard, and a childe, ſhould be preferred be- 

k himin the fuccefſion of that Duchic his 


aunceſtors had noblic gotten : and whata 
ſhame 


ere. 
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ſhame the Ngrmens, a people of thar worth, | 
would indure to be ſo gouerned ;lecing _y 

had others of the renowned racc'of Rowle, 

liaew and Richerd, Dukes of Normandie., of a 
lawfull and dire& lyne, if they held him vi- 
worthie to inherite the State : and impatient 
(as is ambirion on nn _—_ 
of any. ings his climeto a ſtron 

Ce ekal which by the valiancie of 
Roger de Beaunmount, was viterly defeited, and 
himſelfe with his. 2. brethren {layne.Where- 
- > 09-08 hy way, was extinquiſhed, and 
the repuration'of the Duke and his, ſo much 
aduanced, as the King-of France, (notwith- 
ſtanding his wutelaric charge ) rooke from 
him the Caſtle of Thailbiers, and demoliſht 


it., ing the infolencies commirted | 
"12. the Gacriſons ; pon his ſubie@s:| 


and ſhew /as yet, only to keepe things 
ven. Buckingiewasnoe, re he plainely be- 
| his mande; aiding in William 


of ar 
; | ——__ 
Duchie, and bringesa armye 
cour Arques, aſſieged by Conte Gaiffard the 
Dukes Generall; whoby aſtratageme ſo cray- 
ned the Fremchinto an ambuſhe, as he ouer- 
threw heir whole power , and Teturnes the 
ing to Paris, with great loſle and diſhonor: 
|leauing Argques the firſt Arch of tryumphe to 
M this 
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this conquerour (notyer = ro 17-yeares 
of5 age) and: the laapſeinde competitor, to 


named Goy, 
= 
mming ro 
fn | 04 v mra0n0s agunnr ſome 
nun to attempt for the. 
by che Bae 
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place : on , bi 
ryred, about mheaFai, he 


goe a- 
the Duke enquires the next 


e, and ſendes rwo of his ſonnes to con- 
allaiſe : Noe 
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ſuch away ( ſhewing them adiuers path) and 
od oadechan offering his ſcruiceto | 
Conte Beſjin; of whom he held that village 
vnder the Duke, and: ſo long he lcad them 
Wh CE ie urpoſe, Fo 
hereupon, di of their 

th emaatior he Countries lh er..74 
rin, and Beſſin where they made themſelues 
ſo "as 'the withdrewe him 
, and from thence to the King of 
Prance,to craue his aid ing him in minde 
of, 'rhe faithfull ſeruice- hi had done 
him : how he was his vnder his w- 
ſaccourto flic vnto, in this caſe of his muri- 
" MII; HA) OLIPIPonr 2 
of was © erous conſequence to 
Crowne. And fo far the importancie- 
of releife,as the King ar length (who ſeemes 
I to haue him be, though nor 
ro01trong, and peraduenturerather him then 


| [his.competitor Guy de Burgogre ) aided Himin 
perſon with a paiſlank againſt theſe.com- 
itors, whom they found in the vale of Danes 


with as cr and reſolution to bid 
vw" ys we to aſſaile them. Here 

one Gailleſon , vncle wo Yiconte Neel by the 
mother , forced his horſe into the battaillon 
ofthe French, and madeatthe King, & ſtrake: 
him downe with his Launce: which Conte 
| Saint 


Lov.s. withan the feſt 


Saint Pawle perceauing , haſtes to incounter | 
him with that violence , as both fell to che 
earth : but Gu-lleſc os ſoonogets and though 
eas vnder Chaſtillon, 
he eſcapes out of the preſſe, and atter fled into 
Apulia with others. The King recouered, and 
_ inkindled with this t, ſpared not 
perſon, to auenge his wrath. Duke ##{/iam 
"= him I ſhewed 
poems an rar nr magnanimous 
had not Reffe de Teſon beene 
DG code ro recouer faith with him, 
hee had nor carried ( as hee did) the vietory. 
ay ay conſpirators (who 
too great: hartes to .Ypalſed the 
_ into [talze | oo be Ra 
countryman, ( who.ota priuate &- 
man; was now by his p inal, beceleRind 
of Lpulia, Calabris, nd Cicile, within the 
ſpace of :2-yeares ) to whom they Were EX» 


der note. 
Burtthebetrer to knowe, what ſtarre: theſe 


——_ irits had, as borne for the reuolu-| 
oegofchoſerimes, ir ſhall noclyeout of our 


vpon this occaſion. eons are 


g and Guilleſon, | 
forhaumg incountred witha King in the mid-| 
deſbof his barraile , which made him of wi. 


palate thy firſt came into /ralie, | 


berweene one 
| ws Pikes woofel, 
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fell, entlemen both valiant, andof 
prentageia Normandie, who as they bureed 


-» . 
nd, viinehaded and ng 
elnes rid of their enimies, would haue 

id of their frendes, and cither them, 

_ vakindely then of cuſtome, or they pre- 


ſhed them. TheCalsbrians and Apuls 

likewiſe ( their rurne ſcrued ) robe 

furhi of deſc d theirſword 
in_ ert, turned their es 


OED 
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Tancred Signor de Hawtewille, in Conſtantine, | 
ith his. 12. ſonnes, came into Apulic, of 
his third ſonne Robert, ſurnamed Gui/- 
card, arrayned the commaund , and was a 
man of a faire ſtature, cleere iudgement, and 
indefatigable' courage, Hee conquered all 
Apulia, Callabria and Cixile, paſſed the Sea into 
Greece; relciued Michaell Diocriſins, Empe- 
rour of Conſtantinople defeired Noyywes t 
vſurped the Empire, and ſhortly atter A/exius 
attempting the like : and in one yeare van- 
iſhed rwo Emperours, the one of Greece, 
other of Germanie : Swayed the whole 
Eſtate of /ta/ie, and _ in a faire way to-haue 
artayned the Empire of Conſtentinople for bim- 
ſelfe, had hee nor dyediin the not rk 
Beomond his eldeſt ſonne, by his firſt wife, 
became after Prince of An#roch, and is much 
renowned in the holie warres, Roger ( of his 
ſecond marriage with the daughter of the 
Prince of Sa/eyno) ſucceeded in the States of 
Italie, as moretheirs by birth and bloud. His 
daughters were all highlie marryed; Thus 
a priuate gentleman, came this famous 
Norman to leaue-a ſucceſſion of Kings, and 
Princes after him, and died the ſame yeare as 
did this wXam, his concurrent in the loue 
and fauour of fortune. 
And to this man fled all the diſcontented 
and deſperate Normers during theſe ciuill 
warres | 
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warres the Duke had with bh CT 
: and cuery ouerthrow hce 


Guiſcardsforces in It Ry ef. 


= _ arm —_— which ended 

nor ric es ces, for Guy 

ping the fight, fortified the wor et 
orn and Yernewille, but inthe end was faine 

to/render them both, and himſelfe, on 


es mercie , and became his 


it themſclues ; they re-ob- 
——— DCETINE had their Cities 


nm umn tra$rew nr; 
Martle , Earle of Anios Hts + 
Poiftonins, incroached alſo 


leauiesan Armic,andfirſt g ot —_—_ where, 


for thathe was op pededbatly 
beſci (who when rae coral bye 


La'Pel, La Pel,'in of the baſceneſſe of 
= morher, and the trade of rhe _ ofhis| 
: ry ampfront whi 

cc lciget ro D 1 wo re- 
ye dart cer. with his 
forces: and the Duke to take notice of his 


| 


_ 


>—A_ 
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ſtrength, ſendes our Roger de HMongomerie, | 
with. 2. other knights to deliuer this meſſage 
to the Earle, that if he came to victuall Dam- 


one, hee ſhould finde him there the Porter 
to keepe him out : wherero the Earle returnes 
this anſwere : Tell the Duke, ro morrow by 
day breake,hee ſhall haue me there on a white 
horſe, readie to giue him the combare, and 
I will enter Damfront if I can; And tothe end | 
he ſhall __ wy I will were a ſheild d'or, 
withoug © 

toger replics Sir you ſhall nor neede ro 
take paynes , for ro morrow morning, 
you ſhall haue the Duke in this place, moun- 
ted on Os you may know 
him,he 


aſtreamer of raffara, to = your face. Here- 
with returning , cach fide prepares for the 
morning : when the Earle, buſy in ordering 
his batraties, was aduertiſed by two horſemen, 
that came crofling the feild, how Damfronte, 
for certaine, was rendred to the Duke; where- 
upon in great rage, hee preſently departs with 
his army : whereof a part, was (in paſſinga 
ſtreight ) cut off, by Yiconte Neel, who for 
that ſeruice, redeemed his former offence, 
and was reſtored to the Dukes fauor, whom 
euecr after he faichfully ſerued . Thoſe of Dam- 
fronte, deſperate of ſuccour, preſently yeeld 
themſclues ro the Duke, who with his ingines 
N 


and 


—— 


were on the point of his Launce, | 
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and forces remoues from thence to Hembrie- 
res, a frontier towne of Conte AMearrels, and by 
ay ( had itnotbeneby himlelfe diſcoue- 

red) he had beene vtterly ouerthrowen by 
mbuſh, which gaue him much to doe, 
and loſt him verie many braue men. Where- 
with he grew ſo inraged, that he forced into 


the oupes of his enimies ; made at Conte 


__ out of the preaſſe, though diuers 
en, and the Aniousins veterly defeired. 


Vhilſt thus he was trauayled with an out- 
ward enemy, two more, were found at home, 
pire againſt him. william Guelan, Earle 

ortagne, diſcended from Richard the fe- 
cond. And william Earle of Ew, and Montreal, 
yſſuing from wi/liam,cthe brother of the ſame 
Richard , and of Eſſelin, Counteſſe of cAon- 
: the firſt ypon ſuſpition, the other vpon 
prodfe, of an intention, was baniſhed, and 
their eſtates ſeized : the Earldome of Afor- 


eſe aſſaults from abroade, theſe skornes, 
iracies , and vnder-workings at home, 
ed before he was full. 22 yeares of 
and thus his enemies made him, thar 
ro vndoe him. Butnow, more to vnderſet and 
ſtrengrhen 


| 


” 
\ 


| 
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ſtrengrhen his Scare, againſt furure praiſes 
hee conuokes an > Temblic of 5 er 
Barons, and Gentlemen, cauſing them to re- 
cciue their oath of fealtie, and raze their 
caſtels. which done, he married Matilde, the 
daughter of Baldowin, 5. Earle of Flawnders, 
burnot without contraſt and trouble: for his 
vncle , Arch-byſhope of Roan, excom- 
municates him, for matching within the for- 
bidden degrees of kindred : ſhee being daugh- 
ter to El/izor, daughter to Richard the. 2. and 
ſo his farhers ſiſters daughter. To expiate for 
which offence, (yp6 adiſpenſation from Pope 
FVittor)they were enioyned the building of cer- 
ine Hoſpitals for blind people: and two Ab- 
beyes, the one for men, the other for women: 
which were erected = Caen. ckinghi 
This ouer- ing his ene- 
mies, ſethim ſo higha marke of enuie in the 
eye of Fraxce, which naturally loued not the 
Normans ( whom in reproach they vſually cal- 
led Trewars) as they cafilie incenſed their 
King, who of himſelfe was forward enoughe, 
= Do power, goon ſo out of propor- 
tion, with the reſt of the Princes of his. domi- 
nions, to finde a quarrell ( which confiners 
eaſily do) to ſer vpon him: and to makeir 
lookerhe fairer, pretendes to corre the in- 
ſolencies of the Normans, committed on his 
territories , and to releive Count Martel, 


N 2 oppreſt, 
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ppreſt by the Duke; beſides alleadging, ir 

4 yu 'd him in honor and iuſtice, ro haue 
ry Prouince, which held of his Crowne, to 
be gouerned by a Prince of lawfull bloud, ac- 
cording ro Chriſtian order and lawes Eccle- 
ſiaſticall: and therefore reſolueth vrrerly ro 
a the Duke, and eſtabliſh a legitri 
mate Prince in the Duchie. For which ctte&, 
rwq armies are gathered from all parts of his 
kingdome ; the one ſent the ryuer Seiw, 
th pen emnny Beſſin, as mea- 


ning to incompaſle 
he ——— denides his forces imo 
2. parts : ie) 4 129/ —x- m_ of Es, 
Walter Gai Earle of Longues/ll, an others 
with the one, to the Countrie of Caux, him- 
ſelfe with the other takes  towardes Ew- 
= , (to make head ro the that was at 
ne ) and withdrawes all cattle and proui- 
Go our of the flat Countrie , into Cities and 
, for their owne tore, and disfur- 
niſhment of the enemie. The Kings 
from Beauwors, to Mortimer, and 
afat country full of all prouil 


on Games 
there all that night; - ny 


| mo peri eOaDeke at Eurewx, 
in Caux, conduted by Odo 


the 
vn marched all ni and 
ning a ge di 


and 


| ha 
[ | 
| 

| 
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and ſo ſodayne, as put them all in rout, lea- 
uing horſe, and armour, and all to the aſlay- 


lanes; who made ſuch a diſtrution of them, 
as of. 40. thouſand, nor the fourth part ef- : 
d 


Wich this mo the King of France is 
againe returned home, with t rage and 
ife, and the Duke, with hedampcion of 
priſoners, recouers his e, and the 
Caftle of Thwillers , raken from him in his 
vnder-age. Cont Martell though much dif- 
mayd, with the Kings ouerthrow, yet leaues 
not to make ſome atremprs for the recouering 
his Townes ; butwithno ſucceſſe. The Duke 
he ſaw was too well beloued and followed, 
for him to doe any good without a ſtronger 
arme. Wherefore the next ſpring, he goes, 
ine to importune the King of France, to 
aide him againſt the Duke: who ( be faid) 
was now growne fo inſolent vpon this peace, 
and the vitoric he had ſtolne,and not wonne, 
that there was no liuing for his neighbors 
neere him:beſides the Normans had the French 
in ſuch derifion, and baſe eſteeme, as they 
made their at at Mortimer their ſport, 
and the ſubie& of their rimes : as if a King 
of France, vpon the loſſe of a few men, was 
retyred, and durſt not breake a diſhonorable 


Peace. 
. With which inſtigation, and being _ 


N 3 wit 
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the touch of on » he raiſes another 

far mighti before, wherin were 
Dukes, nd ewelue Earles, and norwith- 
ſtanding the ſollemne peace made, andſo 
lately fworne with the Duke, hee enters Nor- 
mandie in the harucit time, oucrrunnes and 
ſpoyles all the Countrie,along the Coaſt to 
Beſſan: from whence marching to Beyewx, and 
Caen, with parpots ro paſſe the ryuer Dive 


with men and vi&uall, makes himſelfe 


in the Towne of Falaiſe, as he 
ODDS mn 


g rrp ſuch a ow, baſing 
as they brake it, & many ——_ 


: 
| 
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inthe riuer. who were gotten ouer,could 
notreturne to aide the reſt; nor the King, (by 
reaſon of the Mariſhes on both ſides) yeeld 
any ſuccour to his people; bur ſtood a ſpeta- 
tor of their (laughter , and the taking of ſixe 


of his Earles, of whom one was the cxiled 


cs at Caen, 
he alſo ereted a Tombe for himſelfe 
and his wife) feaſting and rewarding his No- 
bles and men of worth: whereby he ſo poſſeſt 
him of thehearrs of all his people generally, 

as they were entirely his,for what he would. 
During this calme of his life, hee makes a 
journey ouer into England, as if to viſite King 
Edward his kinfman : who, in regard of the 
eruation, and breeding hee had in Nor- 
mandy, by Duke Richard the (ſecond, ( Grand- 
father to them both.) gaue him moſt royall en- 
rertainement: And here hee ſhewed himſelfe; 
and here no doubt hee found matter for his 
hopes to worke on. In this enterview hee dil- 
coucred England , being to bee a a , 
cc 


—— 
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(hore; Nor was it long after ere Harald,(whe- 
theyof purpoſe to ratitie ſome paction cloſe- 
ly Label berwixt them: or by caſualty of 
weather driuen into France, (and ſo faine to 
make ir ſeeme a tourney of purpoſe to the 
Duke)is not cercainely deliucred) was gallant- 
ly entertained in Normandy, preſented with all 
the es of Armes,broughtto Paris, and there 
kewiſe feaſted in that Court. And athis re- 
turne to Rowen, ſomething was concluded, ci- 
therin likely-hood to deuide the Kingdome 
berweenethem, or that Harald being a coaſt- 
dweller , and had the ſtrongeſt hand in the 
Stare,ſhould ler in the Duke, and doe his beſt 
to helpe him to the Crowne,vpon conditions 
of his owne greatneſle, or whatſocuer it was; 
promiſes were made and confirmed by oathes 
the Euangeliſts , and allthe facred Re- 
liques at Rowen,in the preſence of diuers 
perſons. Beſides for more aſſurance, Harald 
was fyanced to Adeliza, the Dukes daughter, 
and his brother 1olnot , left a pledge forthe 
performance. | 
is intercourſe made the tranſaQion of 
the fate of Engl/and,and ſo much was done,ei- 
he by Kino Edward or Harald (though nei- 
thers a&, if anyſuch were, was of power to|- 
prejudice the State , or alter the courſe of a 
right ſucceſſion) as gaue the Duke a colour to 
claime 


hrs, N not to gather cockle-ſhels, on the 


"REN 


Teſtament, which being againſt the Law and 
Cuſtome ofthe Kingdome,could be of no ya- 
lidity atall. Forthe Crowne being held,-nor 
as Patrimoniall, bur in a ſucceſſion by remori- 
on(which is a ſucceding to anothers place) ir 
was not in the power of King Edwerd tocol- 

Rn to 
mxdrgndaras. ep ora br; earn 
Kingdome: For the Succefſour is nor ſaid 
to be the heire of the King, bur the 
Kingdome, which makes him ſo, and cannot 
bepurfrom irby any at of his Predeceſſour: 


his er we vr no . Foras 
ſoone as he had ofthe death of King Ed- 
ward, with the EleQion, and Coronation of 
Herald, (for they came both/together) hee 
aſſembles the States of Normenay, and ac- 

ints them with the right hee had to Eze- 

, ſoliciting an extentionof their vemoſt 
meanes for his — thereof, and auenge- 
ment of the periur'd Vſurper Harald; ſhewing 
them apparant probabiliryzof ſucceſſe , by in- 
fallible intelligence he had from the State, his 
ſtrong party therein, with the: debility and 
diſtragton of the peoplegWhar wealth, 


| 
| 


and greatneſlc, itwould adde totheir Nation, 
the ng of fuch a Kingdome,as was thus 
| aan O opporrunely 


ms 


_— <a go a A 


1 "v8 ES _ 


0 for them ,..if cheyap- 
a a pa occaſion. All which 
notwithſtanding , could en- 
ot. few rolike of this atrempr, and 
had long followed him in the 
997 Tamar arena 


aduenrure mee 1 
mi hood of adncemen ſome that irwas ſub. 


nttohold Canada ciocenmn 


;25 would lirtle aduance th 


—_— were ſo with| 


; paw = arfirſt, had ſo . 
| axis / a7 muchperp 


of 1. 
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f 


4 
[| 


[L 15.3, william the firſt. 99 | 
Faigne : theſe in full aſſemblic hee wrought to | 
pÞ Coho male he he aero farnth Fong 


Nobles of France, to aducnture-their perſons, 
and auch of their c{tates with him 5 as Robere 
fies Harugys, Duke of Orleance, the Earles of 

| O 2 Bretaigne, | 
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Ponthics "bees;  Poitton, Mayne, 

Fe raſa, Aumal ;, Le Signors de Tours, 
xd euen his mortall enemy Martel, Earle of 
, became-to be as forward as any. All 
hich he lure could neuer haue induced, had 


TT, 
alancemens and or 

Prince: rr pgrenrer— di 
_ ſtrang En red 

cit: yertis it ©, mi 
ne a eo ne ater 
ir lives and fortunes to adde Exgland to 
Vormandje, eo make trmore then - and 
hy a Crowne to 2 Duke, who was too 


\TheKingol of France who ſhould veins | 
n the birth, was a childe, 

I the curature of Ba/dowin, Earle of 

»ders, whoſe daughter the Duke had mar- 
, and was ſureto haue rather furtherance 


'then any. oppoſition that way : Beſides, to 
= char Coure and del yoog Price, 


faithfully, if he conquered this 


;roholdic ofthe King 5 he hd 
= Duchic of Normandie, and doe him ho- 


006617 rm great 
glory 
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glo to that Crowne. Then was hee before | 
nd with Pope Alexander, (to make religion 
ion and auowment to his preten- 
Ted: right) promiſing likewiſe to-hold ir of the 
Apoſtolique Sca, if he preuailed in his cnter- 
prize. Wharapea the Pope ſent him a Banner 
of the Church,with an Azzus of gold, and one 
of the hayres of Saint Peter. The Emperour 
Hen. 4 {cnt himaPrince of A/mayne with for- 
ces, bur of what name, or his number, js nor 
remembred: ptr 7 - fn _ 
mandie alone that ſubduedEng a co 
Ieted power out of all France and Flanders 
(with the aydes of other Princes. And' by theſe 
meanes made he good his vndertaking, and 
within cight monerhes was readie furniſhed 
with a powrefull army at Saint Yalerie in Nor- 
- mangie, whence he tranſported the fame into 
' (England in. 896. ſhips, as ſome write. And 
this was the man, and thus made to fubdue 


England. 

Xnd now hauing gotten, the great and 
difficult barrailje , before -remembred , ar 
Haſtings, the fourtenth of October. rosE. 
he marched without —_— ſition to Londoy, 
where Edwin and More les of Northum- 
berland, and Kyra yoer of eminent 

;onitic and reſpeR in the kingdome, had la- 
bredwich all cheir wy the harrs 
of the people for the conſeruation of the 

O 3 State, 
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diſtreſſed Countrie. Vpon his approach to 
London the wereall ſer v2 the Arch- 
ope 0 Canterburic, St , With ne 


77 qr and he returning "7m 
Tron: db reurin plu Was on 


TE RY ing, crowned 


Weſtmins Aldred, 
of Torke, for gay wat; Stigand was: 
_ hn becne a forward mouer' 


inueſted in his Sea: and 
| ygpancet AAA SAO 
athis Coronation, the Byſhops and Barons 


true and loyall ſubies, des y 
(being required'thereunto - ch-by- 
ſhopeofrorte )'made his perſonall oth, be- 
A Eo defend the 
holy-Churches of God,and the ReQtors _ 
fame.: hap roayraþcrs the Vniverſall 7 

ieQ- varo him, 
lawes, and to ſee _ duely — Nor 


III 


buras a regular 
TS TRE ns defirons rather 
ro- have his Teftamentarie title ( howſoeuer 


weake) to make his ſucceſſion, rather 


ke Reakas, wele Dar omls/2 be fs! 


then his ſword. though the Stile of 
j Conquerer 


_— 
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a 


YEm_ 


he 
| Was his abſence, which was all thar whole 


by Re foam, © hey aries 


|ford, with him all che chicfe men of 


|frtcarhireaſure would encnd, adhere 


by the flatterie of the time, was 
him, he ſhewed by all the courſe| 

is goucrament he aſſumed ir not: intro- 
uci —_— all choſe alcerations, (which 


— #1. buta milde gath 


not web nip marred Farr 
that required his whole powers. 
And to leaue hereall ſure behind him, he 
wo 9100 -r  enpdr os 
the Biſhop of Bajesx, and to his coſin 
Fitz Auber, vhom he hed made Eada of Sov. | 


land, who were likeſt to be heads toare- 


Atheling, the Arch-bi 
Stigand, ruſs freed ry : Edwyn, and yo. 


Morchar, wich any ocher Biſhops and Noble 
1: Beſides to vnburthen, his , and 
his Court; he tooke « with 
the French aduenturers, and ſuch as 


vnneceſſary. men ,, rewarding them as 


vp in faire promiſes. 


ſommer, 
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ſommer, nothing was here attempted againſt 
him,bur onely that Edric,ſurnamed the Forre- 
fter , in the County of Hereford, called in the 
kings of the Welſh, to his aide,and forraged on- 
e remote borders of that country.. The 


— 


reſt of the kingdome ſtood quiet, expeting 
what would become of that new world, | 
wherein as yet they found no greatalteration, | 
their lawes and liberties remaining the! 
ſame they were before, and might hope by 
this acceſſion ofa new Prouince, the ſtate of 
England would be but inlarged in dominion 
abroad, and not impaired in profit at home, 
i nation was bur fmall, and of a 
_ , and not ouer-peopled country, 
ro impeſter them. | 
Hauing diſpoſed his affaires of Normanax, 
he returnes towards winter, into England, 
where he was to ſatisfic three ſorts of men 
firſt ſuch 2duenrurers, with whomhe had nor 
yet eleered : Secondly, thoſe of his owne peo- 
ple, whoſe merits or neerneſle, looked for re- 
compence, whereof the number beeing fo! 
ar, many muſt haue their expectations ted, 
if not ſatisfied : Thirdly, the people of this 
kingdome, by whom he muſt now ſubſift, for 
being not able with his owne nation, ſo to im- 
peopt the fame, as to hold and defend it( if 
e ſhould proceed to an extirpation of the 
naturall inhabirants ) he was likewiſe to [give 
P em 
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F: them ſatisfaQion. 
| | erein he had more to do then in his bat- 
tell at Haſtings; ſceing all remunerations, with 
ſupphics of money , muſt be raiſed our of the 
ſtocke ofthe kingdome , which could not bur 
be irkeſome to the State in generall, and all 
preferments and dignities conferd on his, to 
þ ither by vacancies, ordiſplacing others, 
ich muſt needs breed very feeling gricuan- 
n perticular. And yet we finde no 
men thruſt out of cheir roomes , but ſuch as 
ut theinſclues our, by reuolting, after his e- 
Rab (hmentr, and their fealtic giuen . So that 
it he contented himſelfe and his, for 
the rime, onely with what he found here rea- 
dy, and with ing vP their places , who were 
{ine inthe barrell, or fled,as many were,with 
the ſonnes of Harald out of the kingdome. 
Gentlemen as he could nor 
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y of Eley : whereby he not onely leſſened 
ulticude of attendants and ſuitors at 
urt; caſed thar eye-ſore of ſtrangers, bur 
had them a watch ouer the Cleargie, who 
1 were of great and eminent power in the 

| _ ; and might much preuaile with 
utthe Exe4;/þ Nobilitie, incompatible of 
| | theſe 


| 
: 
U 


= 
_—_— 
— 
—O"— 


- 
- 
- 
— —_ —_n 
CO —_ 


CE O99 


—— — 


Z Be2. Of william the forſb. & 3 107 


theſe new concurrents ; found notwirhſtan- | 
ding, ſuch a diſproportion of grace, and dark- 
ning of their dignities, by the interpoſition of The -»giſh 
ſo many, as muſt needes leſſen their ſplen- Nobilitic for- 
dour ; tharmany of the cheifeſt, doubting to 4 * 8 
be more impayred in honor and eſtate; con- 
ſpired together, and fled ſome into Scotland, 
and ſome into Denmarke, to trie if by aid from 
abroad, they might recouer themſclues, an d 
their loſt fortunes againe at home. Amongſt 
which, the cheife was Edger _Atheling, ( rer-| 
med, Englands Dearling , which ſhewed the 
peoples zealeto his bloud) who with his mo- 
ther Agatha, and his rwo ſiſters Margaret and 
Chriſtin, intending to retire into Hwngarie, 
(their nariue Country ) were driuen by tem- 
on the coaſt of Scotland , where they 
were with all Hoſpitable comfort interteyned 
by AMealcolin. 3. whoſe former ſuffrings in his 
exile,had raught him ro compaſſonate others 
like diſtreſſes ; and whom it concerned now 
to looke to his owne, his 1.cighbours houſe 
being thus on fire : and to foſter a partie a- 
ainſi ſo dangerous an in-commer, that was 
ike to thruſt Ws all out of dore. Which in- 
duced himnor only to entertayne this Prince, 
diſpoſleſt ofhis right, butto enter league with 
him for the publique ſafetic;And to inchaine 
it the ſtronger, he takes to wife Margaret, 
the ſiſter of Edger, (a Ladic indued with all 
| [P 2 bleſſed 
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bleſſed verrues ) by whom the bloud of our 
auncient Kings was preſerued, and conioyned 
with by Norman in Hem. 2. and was 9 
Engel; ine. Vato Eagar in Scotland , re- 
—_ d the Earles — Mowehar, Here- 
ward , Goſpatric , Siward , with others :-and 
ſhortly after Stz7gand and Aldred, Arch-by- 
ſhops, with diuers of the clergie : who in the 
third yeare of this Kings raigne, raiſed very 
gre tcommotions in the North,beyond Hum- 
,and wrought moſt egarly to recouer their 
loſt Countrie : but being now to lare, and the 
ion not taken before the ſertling of the 
ern.ment, whilſt it was new andbranling, 


reſolution ; whereas nothing could be done 
fora generall recouery, but by a generall ſul. 
leuation of thepeople: for which all wary pre- 
uention was vicd; and they had wayres enough 
laid on, to hold them downe. _ 
theſe Lordes imbroiled themſclues, and held 
him doing in the North, yer hee hauing all 
2 South parts ſetled vndenhhis domination, 

| with 
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with well praQized and prepared forces, there 
could be litle hope of good, whilſt all their| 

eat eſtates furniſhe the Normans, both in 

ate and meanes to ruyne them; The Earle- 
dome; and all the Landes which Edwyn held 
in Torkeſbire, were giuen to Alarn, Earle of: 
Britayne , kinſman to the Conqueror ; The 
Arch-byſhopricke of Canterburie, conferd on 
Lanfranc, Abbot of Caen. That of Yorke, on | 
Thomas his Chapline, and all the reſt bath of | 
the Clergic and others, which were our, had 
their places within, ſupplied by Normans. 

And after King 1#liam had appeaſed a | 
commotion in the Weſt, which the ſonnes of 
Harrald, with forces out of /re/and had raiſed, 
and alſo repreſſed the rebellions of Exceſter, 
and Oxford ; hee takes his iorney in perſon 
Northward with all expedition, leaſt the ene. 
my there, ſhould grow too high in heart and 
opinion, vpon the great ſlaughter of his pco- 

e, made at Yorke ; and the defciture of his 
bam & Leiuerenant, Robert Earle of Mor. 
taigne, {laine with. 700. Normans at Durham: 
whereaat his firſt comming he ſo wrought, that 
heeither diſcomfeited,or corrupted the gene- 
ralls of the Danicque forces , newly arriued 
toaid the Lords ; andſent by Sways, King of 
Denmarke, vnder the condutt of his rwo ſons, 
Harrald and Knwte,witha Nauie of. 300. ſaile: 
and after ſers vpon the army of the Lords, 
| P 3 weakened 
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weakened both in ſtrength and hope, by this 
departure of their contederates, and purs 
them to flight : Which done, hee vtterly 
e&d , and laid deſolate , all that goodly 
| Countrie berweene Yorke and Durham, the 
key mac 60. myles, that ir might be no more 
a ſuccour to the enemy : the like courſe 
he'vſed on all the Coaſtes where any apt lan- 
dings lay for inuaſions ; and fo returnes ro 
u. 


dricke ; where, vpon their ſubmiſſion, and 
of allegeance retaken , they had their 
on, and reſtitution of grace graunted by 
the King, who it ſcemes was fo willing 
quiet them , that againe he takes his perſonall 
—_— the Arch-byſhop Lenfranch, and 
Lords,to obſeruethe auncienr lawes of the 
Realme, eſtabliſhed by his Noble predecel(- 
ſors , the Kings of England, and eſpeciall 
thoſe of Saint Edward. Whereupon theſs 
ſtormy diſpoſitions held calme a while, 

Gs it wasnotere many of theſe Lords 
hether vpon intelligence of new hopes, 
m Edger ( who was ſtill in Scorland)) or 

eſperate with new diſpleaſures, ar 
finding ſmall performance of promi- 
me, g P 
made rupture of oath,8& all other ——_— 
an 
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and brake out againe. The Earle Edwyn, ma- 
king towardes Scot/and, was murthered by his 
owne people. The Lords Morchar,& Hereward, 


berooke them to the Ifle of Ely, meaning to 


alſo repaired the Earle Syward, and the By- 
ſhop of Darham out of Scotland. Bur the King, | 
who was no tyme-giuer vnto growing dan- 
 gers, beſerall the [{le with flat boates onthe 
Faſt and made a bridge of two miles long on 
the Weſt, and fafely brought in his people 
vpon the enemy ; who ſeeing themſclues ſur. 
prized ; yeilded all ro the Kings mercy, except 
Hereward , who deſperatly marched with his 
le through the Fennes, and recoucred 
Scotland: The reſt were ſentto diuers priſons, 
where they dyed, or remayned during the 
” Gr h ſted loyall h 
e Lords who perſiſte n this 
laſt ſubmiſſion , _— don well 
with the King, as Edr:c the Foreſter, 


make good that place for that winter , er} 


(and firſtthatrebelled in his raigne) was held 
in cleere truſt, and neere about him. Goſpatrice | 
he made Earle of Northumberland, and ſent 
him againſt Malcolin, who in this time, ſub- 
dues the Countries of Ti{dall, Cleweland, and 
Comberland : Waltheof , ſonne to the Earle Sy- 
ward, he held ſo worthie to be made his, as he 
married him to his neece Judith, though hee 


had beene a principallaRor inthe Northerne 
commotion, 
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Scotland be- 


fore this ume 


nerally 
pake a Kind 
of Iriſh. 


commotion, ( and in defending the Citie of 

Yorke againſt him: is ſaid to haue ſtriken off the 

des of diuers Normans, one by one, as they 

en a breach, to the admiration of all a- 

bour him) ſhewing therin that true touch of 

the nobleſt nature , ro loue vertue, euen in 
$ enemies. 

And now ſccing Scotland tobe the eſpeciall 
retrayt for all conſpirators, and diſcontented 
uf his kingdome , yeilding them continuall 
ſuccour, and mn where = com- 

itor Edgar hiued, to beget and nurſe per- 
: —_ for their ns, ended 
! rall aduantages; he enters that kingdome 
ich a puifſant Army:which,incountring with 
more neceſſities then forces, ſoone grew tired, 
both Kings, conſidering of what difficul- 
ties the vitorie would conſiſt, were willing, 
take the ſafeſt way to there endes , and 
on faire onertures,to concludea peace ;Ar- 
cling for the boundes of each kingdome, 
ith the ſame title of dominion, as in for- 
er times: All delinquents, and their parta- 
ers generally pardoned. 
Heere with the vniuerſall tune of altera- 
ion, thus —_— England, Scotland being 
part of the bodie of this I{le,is noted to haue 
ikewiſe had a ſhare; and as in the Court of 


England, the French tongue became generall 
ws, 2 did the Engliſh, 
y 


ſpoken ; ſo in that of $ 
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rending both the Queene and her brother 
__ and daily repairing thither for their 

ie, and combination againſt the 'com- 
mon enemie : of whom diuerſe, abandoning 
their natiue diſtreſſed Country, were by the 
bountie of that King preferred:and there plan- 


families, remaining to this day : The titles 
for diſtinguiſhing degrees of honour as of 
Duke, Marqueſſe, Earle , Baron, Rider or 
Knighe, were then (as is thought) firſt intro- 
duced: and the nobler fort 'began to be cal- 
ledbytheride of their Signories (according to 
the French manner ) which before bare the 
name of their Father,with the addition of Mac, 
after the faſhion of Ireland . Other innoua- 
tions, no doubr, entred there likewiſe at the 
opening of this wide mutation of ours : fa- 
ſhionand imitation like weedes eaſily grow- 
ing in cuery ſoile. 

hortly after this late made peace , Edgar 
Etheling voluntarily came in, and ſubmitted 
himſelte to the King,being then in Normandy, 
and was reſtored to grace, and a faire mainte- 
nance, which held him euer after quiet. And 
it made well at that time for the fortune of the 
King, howſoeuer for his owne, being thought 
to haue ill-cimed his affaires (cither through 
want of ſcaſonable intelligence, or diſpaire of 


Q Aucceſle) 


by reaſon of the multitude of this Nation, ar-| 


ted ſpread their oft-ſpring into many noble | 


Edgar Athe 
fubnined - 
himſelfe ro 


'X1 g William | 
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| ee Tabor (which ſome ſay 
_ Earle Waltheof,, moued with the vg- 


> 6 ru So that they neuer came 


ſucceſſe) in making roo ſoone thar ſubmiſſion, 


ich was latrer or neuer to haue bene done. 


For in this abſence of rhe King, Roger fits Aw- | 


, the yong Karle of Hereford , contrary 


his c commaundement e his 
in marriage to Ralph Waiher, : Earle of | 


e, and Suffolke, and atthe ſo- 
jon — _ Exrles conſp 
with e Earle of Bolorgne ( who ſecret- 
ps this feftiuall ) and with - 
rle waltheof, and other EF 


by 
Who haui 

6 palſd oer fo ſo = a of forraine 

angers, might lirrl 
bias home z n__ . ripe. Arora 
zoſt aduanced, ſhould haue the eſpeciall 
din his deſtruQion: Bur no rewards are 
enefirs , that are not held fo, nor can euer 
leere the accounts with chem that ouer-value 
heir merits . And had not this conſpiracie 
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to make any head, but were either ſurprized, 
or forced toflie : The Earle Roger foe avber 
was taken, and ſome ſay executed; and ſo was 
ſhortly after the Earle wa/theof, whoſe diſſeur 
from the a& , could not get him pardon for 
his former conſent, though much compaſſion 
in reſpec of his great worthineſſe . Bur the 
wide diſtent of theſe tumors, fed from many 
ſecret Rm ſeemed to » of wy danger, as 

extremity ofcure, ina 
ho ſo apt for infeQtion, vpon he like hu- 
mors. 

For this conſpiracie ſcemes to take motion 
from a \ amr league of all che neighbour 
Princes bere about, as may well be gathered 
by their ſcuerall ations. Firſt in the King of 
_—_—__— Dole in Britaigne(a Caſtle 
of Reph de Waher) againſt the King of England, 
and in likelihood, imploying the Earle of Bo- 

towards the pirators : In Sw 


ing of Denmearke , by ſcndi 
ala the condu of his ſonne 
Xnwt and others. In Drone King of Ieland, by 
furniſhing the ſonnes of Harald with 65 ſhips, 
In Macolinceand the Kings of wales, by their 
readineſſe to aflift. Bur the Dames being on the 
coaſt, and heazing how their confederates had 
ſped, with the great preparations the king had 
made, afrer ſome pi taken vpon the 
ſhores of Eng/and and Flanders, returned 
Q 2 home, 


a Nauy of two | 
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home, and neuer after arriued to diſturbe this 
hnd. Though in Ao Reg. 19. Knute,then king 
fDenmarke, after the death of Swaine , inten- 
ing to repaire the diſhonour ofhis two laſt 
iducntures paſt, and put for the Crowne of 
land, his predeceſſors had holden , 
a Nauic ofa thouſand faile, and was aided 
ith fixe hundreth more by Robert le "= 
e of Flanders ( whoſe daugh 
ied.) But the winds held fo contrary for 


0 yeares ry ha tthat en- 
crprize, and freed the king and his ſucc 
cuer after from furure moleſtation that 


Feds buſineſle pur the State ro an infinir 
charge, the king entertaining all that cime, be- 


to that narion - t then —_— and had ex-: 

ence O great neere intelligence 
ontinually berweene them. 

| Andrheſe wereall the warres he had with- 

in the kingdome;, ſauing in- A-no Kegni 15. he 

_ Wales ,and brought the kings there,to 

do him homage. 

| His warres abroad, were all about his do- 

minions in France , firſt raiſed by his owne 


| 


ſonne Robert ,left Licftenant goucrnour of the 
| Duchie 
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who in his fathers abſence, taſting the glorie 
of commaund , grew to, aſſume the abſolute 
rule of the Prouince, cauſing the Barons 
there, to doe him homage as Duke, not as 
Liefrenant, and leagues him with the King 
of France, who working vpon the caſineſle of 
his youth and ambition, was glad'to appre- 
hend that occafion to difioyn& his- eſtate, 
who was yy t00 ron for him. And the 
profuſe largeſſe and. diforderlic. expence 
whereto Robert was addicted, is nouriſhed by 
all wayes poſſible, as the meanes to imbrake 
him in thoſedifficulries of ſtill getting money, 
that could notbutneedes yeild continuall oc- 
caſion to int e both his owne diſcon- 
rent, and theirs, from wham his lies muſt 
be raiſed. And thou he. purchaſed 
him the tirle of Coxrtors, yethe loſt the opini- 
on of good gouernment, and conſtrayned the 
eſtares of Normandie , to complaine to his 
father of the great concuſſton, and violent 
exactions he vied amongſt them. 
TheKing vnderſtanding the fire thus kind- 
led in his owne houſe, that chad ſet others all 
in combuſtion, haſtes with forces into Nor- 
mandie,to hauc ſurprized bis ſonne ; who ad- 
uertiſed of his comming,furniſhtwith. 2000. 
men at armes, by the King of France, lay in 
ambuth where hee ſhould paſſe ; ſers vpon 


Duchy of Normandy,&the Countie of Mayne, | 


| Q 3. him, 


—— 
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defeited moſt of his people, and in the 

uite hapned to incounter with himſelfe, 
ERS wounded by — 
with his Launce perccauin is voice, 
irwras his father, he haſted to nn 


humbly crauing pardoa for his offence: which 
wr ſeeing in what caſe he was ) gran- 
red, ocuer he gaue ; and vpon his ſub- 
miſkon,rooke him with him to Kovexzwhence, 
after cured ofhis hurt, hee returned with his 
ſonne william (likewiſe wounded in the fight) 
into England. 
| was it not cre he was againe inform'd 
of his ſonnes remutyning , and how hee c- 
xaced vpon the Normans, the intire 


ouernment, and vrged fiis f; prunts 

ect mode himbetoreche i France, 
his Conqueſt of Exg/and : whi cauſed 

lile ſtay heere,bur to make preparatiss for 

is returne into thoſe pares:whether in pafling, 

he was driucn on the Coaſt of Spaive, but ar 
lengrh ariuing at Burdeaxx,with his great pre- 
parations, his ſonne Robert came in, and ſub. 
mitred himſelfe the ſecond time : whom hee 
nowrooke with him into Exglend, to frame 
himto aberrer obedience, imploying him in 

Frhe hard and neceſfirous warres of Scotland, 
( the late peace beeing berweene the two 

_ againe broken ) and after ſent him 

| c, and his yong ſonne Henry, with the 
| aſſociation 
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aſſociation of charge and like power (but of 
more truſt ) ro the gouernment of Normandie. 
Afﬀeer the two Princes had beene there a 
while, they wentro viſite the King of France 
at Conflance, where feaſting certaine dayes, 
nan after dinner, Henry wanne ſo much 
at cheſſe, of Lowis, the Kings eldeſt ſonne, as 
he, ing into choller d him the ſonne 
ofa ,and threw the Cheſle in his face. 
Henry takes vp the Cheſſe-bord, and ſtrake 
Lowis, with that force, as drew bloud, and had 
killed him, had nor his brother Robert come in 
the meane time , and interpoſed himſelfe: 
Whereuponthey ſuddenly rooke horſe, and 
with much adoe they recouered Ponto/ſe, 
_—_—— people that purſued them. 
This q iſing, vpon the intermeering 
of theſe Princes (a thing that ſeldome breeds 
good bloud amongſt them ) re-inkindled 


2 "we" — — and be- 
ganne watrre e lt 

and French. For preſently the King of yu 
complors againe with Robert ( impatient of 
2 partner) enters N ormandie, and takes the 
Cirie of Vernon. The King of England inuades 
France,ſubdues the Countric of Zaintonge and 
Poittow, and returnes to Rewer, where the third 
time, his ſonne Robert is reconciled vnto him, 
which much diſappoints and vexes the King 


of France, who thereupon, ſummons the wm 
O 
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of England, to do him homage for the king- 
dome of England, which he refuſed to do, fay- 
ing,he held it of none but God and his ſword. 
Forthe Duchie of Normendie he offers him 
homage: butthart would nor farisfic the King 
of France, whom nothing would, but whar he 
could not haue, the Maiſtery : and ſeckes to 
makeany occaſionthe motiue of his quarrell: 
and againe inuades his territories , but with 
more loſſe then profire. Inthe end, they con- 
clude acerraine crazic , Which heldno 
onger then King william had recouereda 
icknes, whereinto (through his late trauaile, 
c, and corpulencic) he was falne: at which 
ime, the King of Fraxce, then yong and luſtic, 
icaſting at his grear belly, ar ao. hee ſaid, 
. he lay in, at Roger, ſo irritated him, as being 
recouered, he-gathers all his beſt forces, en- 
{ters France in the.cheifeſt time of their fruires, 
\making { ile of all in his way, till he came 
cuen before Paris; where the King of France 
\chenwas; to whom he ſendes, to ſhew him 
ofhis vp-ſitting, and from thence marched to 
the Citic of Ments, which he vrterly fackt, 
and inthe diſtru&ion thereof, gate his owne, 
the ſtrayne of his horſe, among the brea- 
es, and was thence conueyed ficke to Rowen, 
and fo ended all his warres. - 
His gouern- Owfor his goucrnmentin peace, andthe 
mentin peac#9 &. Vcourſe he held in citabliſhing the king- 
dome, 


« + 
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domerhus firſt after he had repreſt the 


all other of the- Stare ( 'whi w 
being abſolutely his, IE to be ru- 
led by his owne law ) ouerne all 
the Qutameralumenis ' hereupon 
Lordes, and ſadde people of Ex- 
tender their humble perition , beſce-| 
Ching him, in regard of his oath made at his 
Coronation: And by theſoule of Saint Ed- 
ward, from whom he had the Crowne and 
kingdome 3 vnder whoſe lawes they were 
borne and bred; Thar hewould not adde that 
miſerie,todeliuer them vp to be iud 


= abby. yoderftool not. 


_— —— rn Pres 

ce 

had*owice. ſea Frere And 
= to his Tuſticiaries to fee 

lawea:of Sainr' Edward (fo called, nor 
he ale rhe, duc oolibtes them our 
of Merchen-law , Dane law, and 1veſtſex law) 
i ns on es = 
s con- 

Cnpdar, and whe! Charters afterward gran- 
red by Her. 1. Hers 2. and King Jobs, to the 
ſame fe &,: there: followed a generall inno- 


uarionborh an the lawes and gouernment of 
England: So that this ſeemes rather done" to 


es in the North, and well uieted | 


na 


acquict the people with a ſhew of .the con- 


| R tinuation 


_ 
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tinuation of their ancient cuſtomes, rhen that 
they cnioyed them in effe&. For the lirtlecon- 
formitie betwene tho(c lawes of former times, 
and theſe that followed vpon this change of 
State, ſhew from what head they . And 
though there mighe be ſome y 

from former originals, yetthe mayne ſtreame, | 


of our Comon law, with the pra&ice thereof, 
flowed out of Normendic, | all 


obie&ions can be made to the contrary. 
before theſe colleftions of the 'Confe/ore, 
there was no vniuerſall law of the | 
but cuery ſcucrall Prouince held owne 
nm Gon mnabpus 
Scot Danieque law > Merchland, 
the midlc partof the Coumric, and the Scare 
of the Welt Saxons, had their ſeuerall conſti. 
rutions , as being ſcucrall dominions : And 
thoughfor ſome few yeares there ſeemed to 
bea reduRion ©9944, 9ry into a CMo- 
narchie, yer held it not fo long together ( as 
wee may ſee in the ſucceſſion of that broken 
Eogendals one forme of order 
current ouerall z euery Prouince, ac- 
Js wg 67 FT Wy os 
apart, and held nothing in comon 
{ beſides religion, and the conſtiturions the- 
reof) but with the vaiuerſalitic of Adewn 
Tawm, ordercd according to the rites of na- 
tions, atd that ins innetam, the c— 
| 


—_—_— 
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of all the world, which wee fee to be as vni-| 
uerfall, as are the cohabirations and ſocieties 
of men, and ſerues the rurne to hold them to- 
in all Countries, howſoeuer they may 
iffer in their formes. | 
So that by theſe paſſages, we ſee whar way 
we came, where we arc, and the furtheſt end 
wecan diſcouer of the originall of our Co- 
mon law z and toſtriue to looke beyond this, 
is to looke into an vncertaine vaſtneſle. be- 


our di or can it om 
Eres wa ie ar 


proue 
z{ceing ir is the equity, and not the 
antiquity of lawes that makes them venerable, 
and the intcgritic of the profeffors thereof, 
the profeſſion honored: And it were well with 
mankinde, if dayes brought nor- their corrup- 


asbefore, thoſe lawes they had,” were 

in their owne tongue, to all; now 
are they tranſlated into Latine and French, 
and ized wholly in the Normen forme 
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| doe; And ſeeing a difference in tongue, would 


continue a difference in affections ; all meanes 
was wrought to reduce it to one 1d/om, which 
yet was not in the power of the Conqueror to 
doe, without the extirpation or ouerlaying 
the Land-bred people z who being fo firin 
number as they were abouec the inuadors, 
both carry the mayne of the language, and in 
few ycares, haue thoſe who ſubdued them, vn- 
diſtinguiſhablie cheirs. For norwith 

the former conqueſt by the Danes, and now 
this by the Normas , the ſolid bodie. of the 
kingdome, ſtill conſiſted of che Exgiſh, and 
the acceſſion. of firange le, was but as 
Ryuers tothe Ocean, that ed not it, bur 
were changed into it. And though the king 
laboured - what: he could to turne all to 
French, by enioyning their children here.to 
vienac language, wich their Gremmer 


in ſchooles-, ro haue the ” wy 9 1 
French, All petitions and bufineſle of Court, 
in Frexch, No man graced but he that ſpake 
French, yer ſoone after his dayes, all returnes 
—_ 495 9 Ong og thar ſtill 
held forraine, and became in the end wholly 
robe incloſed in that lan : nor have we 
now other marke of our ſfubie&ion and in- 
uaſſellage from Normanaie , but that, 
and that ſtill ſpeakes French to vs in 

And herewithall new Termes,new Conſti- 


turions, 


—_— 
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tutions, new formes of Pleas, new Offices and | 
Courts are now introduced by the Normans; 
a people more inured to litigation, and of! 
ſpiries more impatient, and contentious, then 
were the Engliſh : who by reaſon of their con- 
tinuall warre ( wherein law is not borne ) and 
labour to defend the publicke , were more art 
vnitic in their priuate : and that ſmall time of 
peace they had, deuotion and good fellow- 
| | ſhip entertained. 
or their lawes and conſtitutions before, 
we ſec them plaine, bricte, and ſimple , with- 
or perplexities, hauing orgy nor 
ite, commaunding, not diſputing : Their 
———_ and tranfattons as briefe and ſimple, 
which ſhewed them a cleere-meaning people, 
retaining ſtill the nature of that plaine reat- 
nefſe they broughtwith them, vncompoſed of 
other faſhion, then their. owne,and vnaftcRing 
\For their tryals in caſes criminall , where 
manifeſt prootes failed, they-continued their 
-anticnt.cuſtome, held from before their Chri- 


_—_ , vntill this: apr which 
trialschey called Ordea/( Or ſignifying right, 
Dealt , part ) whereof they had theſe Kinds : 


\Ordeal fire, which was for the better ſort, 
and by water for the inferiour: That of Fire 
jou to go blindfold ouer cerraine -plough- 
ſhares, made red hote, and laide an vneuen 
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diſtance one from another. That of Water 
was either of hot or cold: in the one to pur 
OO my Wh ora x ac 

headlong. to their eſcapes or ' 
hures, they were adi : ſuch as were caſt 
into the riuers, if they ſancke were held guilt- 
lefle, ifnor, culpable, as cieed by that Ele- 
ment. Theſe trials they called the iudgements 
of God, and were performed with ſo- 
lemne —_ m_—_ F jo accuſed 
was admitted to cleere receiuing 
the Euchariſt, or by his owne oath, or rhe 
winners Gene 

ons, were ofa rate 
allowable thereunto, the viuall opinion per- 
ſwading themn, that men of abiliry held a more 


With theſe they had the triall of Campe- 
fight, or fingle combat ( which likewiſe the 
Lumbards, _—_— the ſame _ na- 
tion, Italy) permitted law 
ps us egy Ire. — 
fions. All which rrials ſhew themco be igno- 
rant in any other forme of law,or to its 
Nor they be induced to forgo cu- 
ſtomes, and determine their affaires by Impe- 
riall or Pontificiall Conſtitutions , no more 
then would the Lanwberds forlake their duella- 
ry lawesin #afy, which their Princes, againſt 
famcofther ity confruncd to ratifie, 

as 


— 


| aY 


: 


| 


; Ny pa Rr Be- 


the Pope; as deriued 
from j of combat continues 
longer-liued, but of no ordinarie vie: And all 
actions now, both criminall and = 
to be. the verduit of 12 
men, according to the cuſtome of Normendy, 
where the like is vied, and called by the 


L1n.2, 


as Laytprandus, their thus ingeniouſlly | 
& ©" pm wrando. r a 
« of God, and we have heard many by rv 


of judgements and trials had their ſeaſons, 
Thoſe of Fire and Woarer, in ſhorr time after 
che ſt, grew diſuſed , and in the end 
veterly abro 


name of Engueft, with the fame cautions for 
the Iarors, as itis here continued to this day. 
fome hold opinion thar this forme 


of triall was of vſe in his from all 
an 


mi m——_ mance of ki 
Weber ({aberto Confeſſor ) willing in 
their Gemore,or conuentions held 
in caery hundred, ewelue graue men of free 
condinon , ſhould with the Gree, the chicfe 
Officer them, ſweare vpon the Euan-. 
Rt mans cauſe aright. Bur 

we ſce twelue men were ro be affeſſors 
with the Grewe to iudge , and no Jurors, ac- 


des, 
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ſides, had there beene any ſuch forme , we 
ſhould aſwell haue heard iu their laws 
and iſe, asof thoſe otherkinds of Ordes/, 
onely and vſually mentioned. 
mgnciens were in all-0- 
ther things; the gouernmentfor the peace and 
ſecuritie of the nennick moſt im- 
porred the King to looke vnto )ſeemes to be 
-| continued asbetore,, and for thatbuſineſle he: 
found here berter laws eſtabliſked,by the wary 
care of our former kings ,:then any he could 
bring. Amongſt which eſpecially was the 
Boroh law, whereby cuery free man of the Co- 
mons ſtood as ſurety for cach others behaui- 
our, in this ſorr. | 
was deuided into Sheires or 
Shares, cuery Sheire conſiſting of ſo ma- 
ny a Ne Va? Hundr —_ a'nom- 
erO » Villages, or Tythings, con- 
taining ren akeddes ; ieferecE if ahjorio 
ſhould commit an-vnlawfull a&, the other 
nine were to attach and bring him to reaſon: 
If he fled, 3 1 dayes were enjoyned him to 
: It in the mcane time be 


was made to reftore the damage done; other- 
wiſe the Free-boroughead ( ro fay the Ty- 
rhingman) was to-take with him wo of 

ſame Village, and'out of three other Villages 
next adioyningas many ( that is, the Tything- 
man, and two other of the principall men)and 


before 


—— —_—_— _ 
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himſelfe and che village of the'fa&, reſtoring 
the damage done with the goodes of the mx 
lefactor, which if they ſaffized nor'to ſarisfic, 
the Freedoroh., or Tything, muſt make vp 
the reſt, and beſides rake an oath'to'be no way 
—_ the fat Fand'to _ che 

or, itby any --meanes they could reco- 
— re where Rk mane 
Lord and Maiſter,, ſtood Boroh, for all 
his familie, whereof ifany ſeruant were called 
in queſtion;the Maiſter was to ſee him anſwere 
it in the hundred'where he was accuſed. Yf 
hee fled, the Maiſter was co yeild ſuch goodes 
as he had tothe King. If himſelfe were accu- 
ſedrobe aidingor privieto his — 
heewaseocltcre himſelfe by. 5. men, other. 
| wiſe roforfeicall his goodes to the King, and 


' Theſe lincks 'thns intermurually faſtened 
made ſorſtrong 2 chaine to hold the whole 
frame of the State ICY peace and or. 
der, as, all the moſt pollirique regiments 
ypon carth, all the interleagued ſocicries of 

cannot thew vs a ſtreighter forme of 
codbibecind. This "might make the '"Con- 
queror, comming le thus law- 
bound hand and foor, to eſtabliſh him, ſo 
ſoone and eaſily as he did ; This Boroh-low, 
being as a-Citradell built to guard the Comon 
"; S 


| before the officers of thae hundred purge| 


| his man ts be ourdawed. | 


wealth, 


* Fay =» - _ Po I a 


they would haue done as noblic, and giuenas 
many , and as deepe woundes ere they loſt 


, with- 
our this, had not made ir the worke of one 


; Ere- 
ing diuers fortrefles 1n fir of the ki 
pm Ye It pen offices; bock of 
commaund, and iudicature, on ſuch as were 
voor domination as he would 


it. - 
And where before the Biſhop- and the 
| Alderman 


to deter- 
mineallbuſineſſe in cuery ſheire, and the By- 
ſhop in many caſes ſhared in the benifite of 
the mul&s with the King, now he confin'd 
the Clergie, within the Prouince of their 
owne Ecclefiaſticall iuriſdition , to deale 
only in buſineſſe concerning rule of foules 

according tothe Cannons, and lawes Epiſ- 


copall. 

And whereas the cauſes of the kingdome 
were before determined in euery ſhcire, and 
by a law of King Edward Senior, all matters 
9 ion ſhould, vpon eſpeciall Ie 
_—_— —— decided 
in their Gewote,or conuentions mon 
in eucry hundred : now he ordeined that foure 
rimes in the yeare, for certainedayes,the ſame 
buſineſſes ſhould be determined in ſuch place 
as he would appoint , where he conſtituted 
iudges to atrend for that purpoſe, and alfo 
others, from whom, as from the boſome of 
the Prince, all licigators ſhould haue iuſtice; 
and from whom. was no appeale. Others he 
EDI the puniſhment of malefactors, 

ciary Pacts. 

een was then made in the 
tenure of mens poſſeſſions , or ſince intro- 
duced, wee: may find by taking nore of their 
former vſances. Our Aunc had: on 
rwo kinde of tenures, Boke-land, and Folk 

S 2 
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the one was apoſſefſion by writing, the other 
without. That by wricing was as free-hold, 
and by charter, hereditaric, with all immuni- 
ries, and for the free and nobler fore, Thar' 
without writing, was to hold at'thewill ofthe 
Lord, bound to rents and ſervices, and was 
for the rurall people. The inheritances dif- 
cended not alone, bur after the Germen man-/ 
ner, equally deuided amongſt allthe children, 
which they called Land/iiftan , to fay Part- 
land a cuſtome yet continued in ſome 
of Kent, by the name of Gawel kjn,of off eal kin: 
And heereupon ſome write how the people 
of that Countric , retayned their auncient 
hwes and liberties by eſpeciall graunt from 
the Conqueror : after his bartaile ar 
Haſtings, comming to Dower, to make all ſure 
on that ſide, was incompaſſed by the whole 
people of that Prouince, carrying boughes of 
trees in-their handes , and marching round 
about him like'a mouing wood. Vi 
ſtrange and ſuddaine ſhew being much mo- 
ued, the Arch-Biſhop Stigend, and the Abor 
Egelſin, ( _ _ — — by 

ew c in danger they were, 
OS ge x we liberties, and indure the 
perperuall miſery of ſeruitude vnder the do- 

mination of ſtrangers ) preſent themſelues 
and declared how they were the vniuerſall 
people of that Countric, gathered together 
in 
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inthat manner, with boughes in their handes, | 
eicher as Oliue branches of interceſſion, for 
peace and libertie, or to intangle him in his 
afage, with reſolution rather to leaue their 
ines, then that which-was deerer, their free- 
dome. Whereupon they ſay the Conqueror 
them the continuation of their former 
mes and Liberties : —_— notwith- 
G nowr &no other thenſuch 
A Aer A with there of thekingdome. 
For ſuch as were Tenants at the will of their! _ 
Lords (which now OA rer num- Tile, 
"ar m_Y — ors 
their petition,and compa ef- 
Goa borelivwed: thei caſtwanthis: All fach 
as were diſcouered, to haue had a hand in any 


rebellion, and were , onelyto-enio 
the benefir of life , haui no ey 
taken from them , became vaſſals vnto thoſe 
Lords to whom the poſſeſſions were gjuen, of 
all ſuch lands forfeited by artaindors. And if 
by their diligent ſeruice, they could atraine a- 
ny portio-of ground), they held irbut onely 
ſo long as-it pleaſed their Lords, without ha- 
uing ary eſtate for themſelues, or their chil- 
dren, and were oftentimes violently caſt our 
-any ſmall diſpleaſure, eontrary to 
Tight : whereupon it was ordained that 
wharſocuer = had obtained of their 
Lords by their obſequious ſeruice, or _— 
| -- Sz or, |. / 


— _— 
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| [he ſeized into his proper poſſeſſion , and ex- 
empred them from being vnder any other law 

chen his owne pleaſure, to ſcrue as Penetralia 

Regwm, the wi i , 


for, by any lawfull pa&t, they ſhould hold 
4n inui IEP Nennens by 

The next great worke after the ordering his 
lawes, was the raiſing and diſpoſing of his re-: 
uenues, taking a courſe to make, and know the 


vunoſt of his cftate , 2 \u of 
Negroes wo} rye 
the Dome booke. of Wincheſter, taken before by 
king Afride. Burt as one-day infarmes ano- 
ther, ſo theſe-ations of profit grew more ex- 
aQ-in their after praQtiſe : and a larger Com- 
miſſion is graunced, achoice of $ki 
imployed,to take the parti 


_— z 

deſcriptions, bounds,and diuiſions of Sheires 
booke , and brought into his rreaſurie, then 
newly called the Exchequer (according to the 
ſoucraigne court of thatname of Normandy ) 
before termed herethe Tale?, and it was called| 
the Dome booke ( Liber iudigiarins ) for all oc- 
cafions concerning theſe particulars. 

All the Foreſts and Chaſes of the ki 


, 


chambers ofkings 
recreate them after theirſcrious labours fa he | 
| Scare, 
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Seate , where none other might preſume to 
haue to-do, and where all puniſhments and 
ons of. ents were to de diſpoſed 
himſelfe , abſolutely , and all former cu- 
ſtomes abrogared. And to make his com- 
maund the more, he increaſed the number of 
chem/iniall arts of the Land, and on the 
South cAft di the country for aboue 
pans ſpace , making of old inhabited 
+ anowFore, inflicting moſt fe- 
his and 
of the concuſſion , and Aw 
commitred in his raigne , and which 
_ hatred : And here courſe 
| almoſt eueryking necre onqueſt, 
till this heauic grievance was allayed by the 


Charter of Foreſts gramed by Mew 3. 


after to warre-vpon them) he would nor have 
irmade an Annuall payment, butonely raken 
vrgent occaſion, and it was ſeldome ga- 
= orhis ſucceſſors (ſatth Ger- 
yet we find in our Annals, a raxe of 
every hide-land, leauied preſent- 


oa a woress An aa 


RN ſuruey of the kingglome. | 


Eſcaage 
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| Severus the Emperor was. the rſt whopermir- 


Eſenage ( whether it were an impoſition for- 
merly laide , thoughnow newly named; I do 
not was a ſummeof money,taken of cue- 
ry Knights fee : In aftertimes , eſpecially rai- 
(4 forthe ſeruice of Scotland; And this alſo, 
ſaith Gerwa/ius , was ſeldome leauicd bur on 

cat occaſion, for ſtipends, and donatives-to 
Cl yore i at firſt a due, reſtrued out 
ofſuchlands as were giuen by the Prince for | 
ſeruice of warre; according to the cuſtome of 
other nations. As in the Zomens time we find 
lands were giuen in reward of ſcruice to the 
men of warre, for terme of their liues, as they 
areatthis day in Twrkey : After they became 
Patrimoniall, & hercditarie to their children. 


ted the children of men of warre,to iniioy theis 
Fiefs,prouided that they followed Armes.Com 
famine to-reward his principall 'Captaines, 
them 2 perpetuity in the landsafſigned 
em. The eſtates which were but for life, were 
made perperuall.in France, vnder the laſt ki 
of the race of Charlemaine. Thoſe Lords 
had the great Ficfs of the king, ſub-deuided 
them to other perſons, of whom they were ts 
ae 6 bekes ; Lich to mink 
M y profits es, as mi 
ariſe by SEES if his Foreſt-lawes, he had, 
few or none new , vnleſſe that of Mutther, 
which aroſe vpon this occafion. Inthe begin- 


ning 


A 
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ning of his raigne, the OBEY 4 
rowards the new-come Normans, was fu , a$ 


—_— ein woods, orremore pla. 
ces, if murthered them ; and the 
deed doers, for any the ſeuereſt courſes taken, 
could neuer be diſcoucred : whereupon it was 
ordained,that the Hundred,wherein a Norman 
was found flaine , and the Murtherer notta- 
ken, ſhould be condemned to pay to the king, 
| ſome 36 pounds, ſome 28 , according | 

ro the quantity of the Hundred , that the pu- 
niſhmene being generally inflited,mighr per-| 
ticularly deterre them, and haſten thediſcoue- 
ry of the malefaQor , by whom ſo many muſt 

Fot his prouiftonary revenues, he conti- 
nued the former cuſtome held by his prede- 
ceſſors, which was in this manner. The kings 
Tenants, who held their lands of the Crowne, 
paid no money at all, but onely ViRtuals, | 
Wheare, Bcifes, Mutrons, Hay , Oates, &c. 
and a iuſt note-ot the quality and quantity of 
cuory mans ratement was taken throughour 
all che Sheires of the kingdome,, and leauied 
euer certaine,for the maintenance of the kings 
houſe; Other ordinarie in-come of mo- 
neys was there none, but what was raifed by 
mulds, and our of Citics and Caſtles where 
Agriculture was not vſcd. 


Whazthe CNCY him, was by cx- 


rent 
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greatly aduantaged , by reaſon ofhis rwenty 


power that neuer reached ſo farre = 
fore, and the firſt hand Ie layd vpon that fide, 
which wei heauily, was his ſeizing 
the Plate, ls, and Treaſure within all the 
Monaſteries of Eng/and,prerending the rebels, 
and their aſſiſtants, conueyed their riches into 
theſe religious houſes (as into places priuiled- 
ged, and free from ſcizure) rw defraud him 
thereof. 
| Beſides this, he made all Biſhoprickes, and | * 
thar held Barronies ( before that time | * 
free from all ſecular ſeruices ) con ro 
his warres, _ his = —_ as this 
may be the cauſe w , W onely 
held the Pen (the = = rules ouer the 
memory of kings) haue laide ſuch an erzrnall 
impoſicion vpon his name, of rigour, oppreſ- 
fon, and cuen barbarous immaniry, as they 
haue done. When the nature neceſl; 
diſpoſition of his affaires (being as he was ) 
may aduocare, and in many things much ex- 
cuſe his courſes. Butthis name of Conqueſt, 
which euer imports violence and miſery, is of 
{o harſh a ſound, and ſo odious in nature, as a 
le ſubdued cannor giue a uerour 
bis ue, how euer worthy, and eſpecially to a 
ſtranger , whom ow time muſt naturalize 
and incorporate x egrees into their liking | - 
and opinion: And yet therein this king was 


— 


yeares| 


——— 
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yeares gouernment, which had much impai- 
red the memory of former cuſtomes. in the 
yonger ſort, and well inured the elder to the 
preſent viances and forme of State, whereby 
the rule was made more ecafic to his ſonnes : 
who though they were farre inferior to him m 
worth, were ſomwhart berter beloued then he; | 
and the rather for that their occaſions made 
them ſomewhat ro vnwreſt the Soucraignry 
from that height whercunto he had ftray- 
ned it. 

How he was vnderſet with able miniſters 
for the managing of theſe great affaires of his, 
chough time ſhur vs out from the know- 
ledge of ſome of them (irbeing inthe fortune 
of kings, to haue their miniſters like rivers in 
the 4 their glory)yet no doubt, 
being of a ſtrong conſtitution of iudgement, 
he could not bur be ſtrongly furniſhed in that| * 
kind, for weake kings haue weake ſides , and 
the moſt renowned Princes are cuer beſt ſto- 
red with able miniſters. The principall of 
higheſt imployment, were Odon, Biſhop of 
Bayesx, and Earle of Kent: Lanfranke , Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, and William Fits Auber, 
Earle of Hereford : Odor ſupplicd the place of 
Viceroy in the kings abſence, and had the ma- 
= of the Treaſury. A man ofa wide 

agile ſpirit, let outinto as ſpacious a con- 
ccit of greatneſle, as the heighth of his _y 
T 2 co 
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could ſhew him : And is rumord by the infi- 
nite accumulation of money ( which his aua- 
rice, and length of office had made) cither to 
buy the Popedome, or ce the people of 
England, vpon the death of the his brother: 
who vnderſtanding a purpoſe he had of go- 
ing to Rome, and ſeeing a mightic confluence 
of followers, ering vnto him, made a 
cloſe priſon his journey : excuſing it to 
he Church, that he impriſonednora Biſhop 
of Bayeux, but an Earle of Kent, and Officer 

death-bed (ſhortly following): 
fecrations, - wr hn of Houd 
and nature, be a kirid meane for the future 
e of his ſonnes, he releaſed him. But the 
iſhop failed his requeſt therein, and became 
the onely kindle-fire ro ſer them all into more 
- furious combuſtion . The moriue of his dif- 
| content(the engine where-withall Ambition 
eucrmore turnes about her intentions ) was 
the enuy he bare to Levfranc,whoſe councell, 
in his greateſt affaires,the king eſpecially vſed: 
|andto oppoſe and ouerbeare him, hee 
all the contrary courſes, and part with Robert, 
his nephew , whom ( after many fortunes) he 
cn to the holy warre, and dicd inthe 

 |[fiege of Antioche. 

|| Lanfrancwasa man of as vniuerſall good- 
neſſe as learning , borne in Zumbardie, and 
Came, 
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" | came bappelya ſtranger, in theſe ſtrange time 
he ade England ; vpon whos ob 
WCB; ey Yes might ( in re- 
m ome rye, yet his 
Bins could not but take — wich his 
piety and place: in ſo much ashee feared nor 
to oppoſe againſt Odor, the Kings brother, 
f ſecking to gripe from the Srate ofhis Church: 
Benkine Bn cons ſtood ſo « a wr 
ingdome c Kings rigor,as man 
_— itious violencies, 4 kecuholepone 
fay as wide 2s his mil) ight clſehaue in- 
20. For the ueror , ccuerauſtere to | 
others, was to him allwayes milde and yeil- 
ding, as if ſubdued with his grauityand vertve. | 
| He reformed the i lariticand rudeneſſe . 
of the Clergic,introducing a more Southerne 
formalitic and reſpe&,according to his bree- | 
ding, and the cuſtome of-his Country : con- 
curring herein likewiſe to be an actor of al. 
reration ( though inthe beſt kinde ) with this 
change of State. And to giue entertaynement 
rodeuotion, he did. all hee could to furniſh 
his Chuxch with the moſt exquiſite orna- 
ments might be procured : added a more 
State and conueniency to the ſtruQure of re- 
en beganne the founding of 
 Hoſpirals. Hauing long ſtruggled, with inde- l 
farigable labour, to hold things in an euen 
courſe, during the whole raigne of this buſic | 
T3 new | 


pI 


—— . 
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$ | new ſtare-building King, And after his death, 


ol 
14 


| action for England ; wherein he furniſhed 


' ſeing his ſucceſſor in © che Crowne ( eſtabli- 
| ſhed eſpecially by his means ) to faile his 
| expeQartion, out of the experience of worldly 
| cauſes , deuining of future miſcheifes by pre- 
' ſent courſes, grew much to lament with his 
frendes the teadiouſneſle of life, which ſhortly 
after hee mildly left, which ſuch a ſickneſſe, 
as neither hindred his ſpeech nor memory: 
athing hee would often defire of God. 
william Fitz, Auber , (as is deliuered) was 
a principall councellor and inſtrument in this 


«| gerthen any meanes would well ſuffice. His 


| 40. ſhips at his owne charge. A man of great 
meanes, yet of a hart greater, and a a lar- 


<a 


profuſe liberalities ro men of armes,, gaue 
often ſharpe offence to the King, who could 
not indure any ſuch improuidene expences. 
Amongſt the lawes hee made ( which ſhewes | | 
the power theſe Earles then had in their Pro- 

uinces ) hee ordayned that in the Countie of 
Hereford,no man of armes (or ſoldier) ſhould 
be fined for any offence whatſocuer, aboue 
7. ſhillings when in other Counties, vpon 
| | rhe leaſt occaſion of diſobeying their Lords 
will, they were forced to pay- 20. Or 25. ſhil. 


= I" 


Bur his eſtate ſeeming to beare no proportion 
with his minde, and en it was not ro be 
an cmincnt Earle, an cſpeciall Councellor, 
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inall the affaires of England and Normandie, | 
a cheife fauoritieto ſo great a Monarch, but 
that Jarger hopes drew him away deſigning 
to marrie Richeld, Counteſſe dowager ofFlan 
ders, and to haue the gouernment of that 
Countrie, during thenon age of Arns/ph her 
ſonne ; of whom, with the King of Frazce, he 
had the turelarie charge, commirrted by Bal- 
doin the (ixth, Father ro Ar»u/phywhoſe eſtate, 
Robert Le Friſon, his vncle, called by the peo- 

le to the gouernment, vpon the exations 
inflited on them by Richeld, had viurped. 
And againſt him Fitz Auber oppoſing, was 
with Arns/ph, ſurprized and flayne. 

And this was in the fate of the Conqueror, 
to ſee moſt of all theſe great men, had 
beene the eſpeciall aors in all his fortunes, 
ſpent and extin@ before him; As Beawmont, 
Monfort, Farcourte, Hugh de Gourn:y, Vicount 

le, Hu | de Mortimer, Conte de Vennes &c. 
And now himſelfe, after his being broughr 
ficke to Rowan, and there diſpoſing his eſtate, 
ended alſo his a, inthe. 74. yeare of his age, 
and the. 21. of his raigne. 

Three daies the Corpes of this great Mo- 
narch is ſaid ro haue laynenegleed,while his 
ſeruants arrended to imbeffill his mouables: 
inthe cnd, his yongeſt fonne Henri, had it 
conueyed to the of Cane; where firlt 


atthe entry into the Towne, they who carried 
the 
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the C left it alone, and ranne all to 
quench _ fire: Afterward brought to bein- 
rombed, a Gentleman ſtands foorth, and in 
ſterne manner, forbids the interment in that 
| place, claiming the ground to be his inheri- 
| rance , deſcended from his aunceſters, taken 
| from him at the —_— of that Abbey, and 
| appealesro Row,their firlt founder,for Iuſtice: 
whereupon they were faine ro compound 
'| with him for an Annuall rent. Such adochad 
the body of him after death (who had made ſo 
| much in his life) robe brought ro the earth; 
'| and ofall heartaind, had notnow a roome ro 
| containe him, without being purchaſed atthe 
| | hand of another, men eſteeminga liuing Dog 
.| more thenadead Lyon. 
|| He had a faire iſſve by Made his wife; 
| foure ſonnes, and fiue daughters. To Robert 
; | his eldeſt, he lefr the Duchy of Vormandy: to 
| william the third ſonne, thekingdome of E 
' | land: to Henry the yongeſt, his treaſure , with 
an annuall penſion to be paid him by his bro- 
thers. Richard necond onne, and 
i ,A Prince at hope, died in his 
outh, © o ubciembentache me Foreſt, and 
\— the faralneſſe that followed in that 
place,by the death of william the ſecond, there 
{laine with an arrow, and of Richard, the fonne 


of Robert Duke of Normandic, who brake his 
necke. 


| His| 


” 


4 
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Con maried to the Farle of Br itzine : 

to Stephen Earle of Blois, who likewiſe 

rendred her ſelfe a Nunne in her ages ſuch was 

then their deuotion, and ſo much were theſe 

ſolirary retires, affe&ed by the Ladies 

ofchoietimes: the other two died before ma- 
E. 


| Now what hewas in the circle ofhimſelfe 
= — him ofan cuen 
re, C y perlonage, of good preſence, 
riding, ſitting, or ſtanding, ll his ek 
—_——_— age, made him ſomewhar vn- 
wildy , of ſo ſtrong a conſtitution, as he was f 
neuer fickly till a tew moneths before his 
death. "His ſtrength ſuch, as fewmen could 
draw his bow, and being about 5o of his age, 
when he ſubdued this kingdongg, it ons, 
| [hiscontinwvlt actions, hefele nor the weight 
of yeares vpon him, till his laſt yeare. 
What was the compoſition of his minde, 
weſce it the faireſt drawnen his ations , and 
how his abilities of Nature , were an{werable 
to his vndertakings of Forrune,as pre-ordain'd 
for the great worke heeffeted. And though 
he might haue ſome aduantage of the time, 
wherein we often ſee men prevuaile more by 
the imbeciliry of others, then their owne 
worth; yet let that ſeaſon ofthe world be well 
examined , and a iuſt meaſure taken of his! 
V actiae 


| 


His eldfidaughter Cicilie,became a Nunne, | 


— — 
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|| 


active vertues, they will appeare of an excee- 


| [ding proportion: Nor wanted he thoſe in- 


counters and concurrencies of ſufficient able 


| [Princes, to puthimto the wriall thereof : Ha- 


uing one fide the French to grapple with- 
all; on the other the Deve , farre mighticr in 
people, and ſhipping then himſelfe , ſtrongly 
ſidedin this kingdome, as cager to recouer 
their former _—_ here, as eucr, andas well 
or betterprepar 

For his "amen and mercy , the brighteſt 
ſtarres in the Spheare of Maicſtie , they ap- 
peare aboue all his other verrucs , andthe due 
obſeruation of the firſt, the Clergie (that lo- 
REP eraINeNs other was ſeene, in 

c often pardonin recciuing into grace, 
thoſe os had fi = 6th loyal, an 
dangerouſly reel! inſt him; as it he 
ſubmiſſion GefaRorte, for the greateſt of- 
fence, and ſoughrnorto defeir men, bur their 
enterpriſes : For we find but one Noble man 
executed in all his raigne, and that was the 
Earle waltheof , who had twiſe falſified his 
faith before: Andthoſe he held priſoners in 
Normandie, 25 the Earles Morcher and Siward, 
with #olfzoth,the brother of Harald, & others 
(vpon compaſſion of their indurance) he re- 
leaſeda little before his death. 

Beſides, he was as farre from ſuſpition, as 


cowardizc,and ofthat confidence(an eſpeciall 
note 


| 


Cres. Of milem the oh 


note of his imity) as he gaue Edgar 
his vob a Ch Ciba O 
his Court: And (vpon his ſuite) ſent him well 
furniſhero the holy warre, where henobly be- 
haued himſelfe, and arrained ro great eſtima- 
tion, with the Emperours of Greece and Al- 
maine, which might hauebin held dangerous, 
in reſpe& ofhis alliances that way , being as 
ſome write , graund-child to the Emperour 
Henry 3. But theſe may be as well vertues of 
the Time, as of Men, & ſo the age muſt haue 
part ofthis commendation. 

: — _ Feſtiuals , which 
wi olemniry and ceremony ( the for- 
mall —— of reverenceand re ) he 


duly obſerued. Keeping his at 
Ghoceſter , his Eaſter atwincheſter , and Penti- 


coſt at Weſtminſter: whither he ſommoned his 
whole Nobility; tharEmbaſſadors and Stran- 
gers might ſce his State, and largeneſſe. Nor 
cuer was he more mild and indulgent), then ar 
ſuch times . And theſe ceremonies his | 
next Succeſſor obſerued; bur 

the ſecond owirred. 


The end of the ſecond Booke. 


THE:THIRD BOOKE 
of the Hiſtoric of England. 
William the ſecond, 


| lkam, ſecond ſonneto 
William 1. . not atten- 
ding his Fathers fune- 
rals, haſtes into Eng- 
\| and to: recoucr his 
dy Crowne,where, by the 
m4 cſpeciall- mediation 
the Arch-byſhop 


by his lone 
he had much indeered hinoſelfe, pecially af- 
ter the abdication of his clder brother Robeye, 
He was a Prince more gallant then good, 
and hauing bene bred with the fword, al- 


, his owne large bountic and wide! 


wayes in ation, and on the berrer fideo 


A 


V 3 


forrune, 
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i1fo ofa nature rough, and havric, where- 
1a - his youth , +, —_ added a 
| greater widencſlſe. Comming to ſucceed in 
F gouernmentyfore-ruled —_— and gray 
| counſell, he was ſo oucr-whelmed with his fa- 
| thers worth and greatneſle , as made him 
| appeare of a leſſer Orbe chen otherwiſe he 
| would, and thenthe ſhortneſle of his raigne, 
| becing but of 13. yearcs, allowed him not 
| time to recouer that opinion,which the errors 
| of his firſt gouernment had loſt, or his ne- 
| ceſſities cauſed him ro commit. For the ſuc- 
| cefſion in right of Primogenitare, beingnone 
| of his, and the elder brother living, how- 
| ſocuer his fathers will was, he muſt now be 
| put, and held in poſſeſſion of the Crowne, by 
the will ofthe kingdome, which to purchace, 
'| muſtbe by large conditions of relicucments 
{in , and profuſe gifts in perticular. 
Wherein he had the more to do, being to|' 
'|deale with a State conſiſting, of a twofold 
|bodic, and different temperaments, where 
'| any inflammation of diſcontent,was the more 
| apt rotake, hauing a head where-to it might 
[readily gather. Which made, that vnleſſe he 
| ——_ lay more to their hopes then another, 
| he could nothope to haue them firmely his. 
'| And therefore ſecing the beſt way to winne 
'| the Normans was by money, and the Engliſh 
| with liberties, he ſpared nora firſt, co 
on 
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on the one, and ro promiſe the other, more 
then firred his —_— di ie, which, when 
afterward fayling in ſupplies (for great 
giuers muſt alwayes giue, ) = alſo in —_— 
mances, gote him far more hatred then other- 


all che diſhonorable ſhifts for ray{ſing monyes 
| that could be deuifed, and euento reſume his 
owne former grantes. 
|| Andto beginar firſt to take the courſe to 
be cucrnecdie, preſently after his Coronation 
he goes to Wincheſter, where his Fathers trea- 
ſure lay, and empties our all that which with 
grear rouidence was there amaſſed, whereby, 
__ he wonne the loue,of many, he loſt 
more, being not able to content all. And now 
alchough his brother Robers had nor ( this 
cat ingine of men) mony, he had to giue 
—__ and there were here of the Normans, 
as Odor his vnkle, Roger de Mongomerie Earle 


of Shrewesbury, with others, who were main- 
ly for him, and worke he doth all he can, to 


batter his brothers fortunes, vpon their firſt 
foundation. And for this prayets borowes 

at ſummes of his younger btother Henry 
(ro whom the father and mother had left 
much treaſure ) and for the ſame, ingages the 
Country of Conſtantine, and leauies an Army 
for England. But william newlic inueſted in 
the Crowne, though well prepared for all 


wiſehe could cuer haue had, being forced to| + 


aſſaules,| 


- 
| 
| 
| 
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| Lanfranc his concurrent, now the onely man 


aſſaults, had rather purchace a preſent peace 
by mediation of the Nobles on both ſides, cill 
time had better ſerled him in his gouernment 
then to rayſe ſpirits that could not eaſily be 
allayed. And an agreement berweene them is 
wrought,that /i/{#am (ſhould hold the crowne 
of England during his life, paying to Robert 
3 thouſand Marks Per annum. 

Robert hauing cloſed this buſineſle, reſumes 
by force the Country of Coſtantry our of his 
brother Hemries hands , without diſcharge of 
thoſe ſummes, for which he had ingaged it. 
Whereupen King #i//;am obrayds with 
the great gayne he had made by his vſurie in 
lending mony to depriue him oFhis Crowne. 
And ſo Henry gote the hatred ofboth his bro- 
thers, and hauing no place fafe from their| 
danger where to liue, feeprized the Caſtle of 
Mount Saint AXfichel , forties him therein 

ers ayde of Hugh Earle of Britaigne and for 
on was ſerued with Bretons, who: com-, 
mitted great ſpoyles , in the Countries of 
Coſtantin and B25(in. 

Odon, Byſhop of Bayeux , returning into 
England afterhis impriſonment in Normandie, 
and reſtored to his Earldom of Kezt, findin 
himſelfe ſo far vader what he had bene, an 


in councell with the King,complorts with as 
many Norman Lords as he found, or made to 
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affe&t change and a new maiſter, and ers them| 
on worke in divers parts of the Realme to dif. 
rad che Kings forces:as firſt Geoffery Biſhop 
of , With his nephew Robert de How- 
bray Earle 'of Northumberland fortific them 
mp" and take in, all the Country 
about : Bigod, made himiſelfe ſtrong 
in Nonhfole: Hugh de Grandmenill abouc 
eſter : Roger de Me Earle of 
bery with a powre of wel/bmen, and 0- 
ther there abour, ſers our 
william Byſhop of Durbam ; Bernard de N gw- 
march, Roger Lacie, and Rewlfe Aortimer, all 


Normans, and aſſa yle the Cittic of worcefter, 


x Gans. ſtrong in thoſe parts.Odos | 
fortifies the Caſtle of Rechefter,makes 
auger pe the coaſt of Kent, ſollicites Robert ro 
{vſewharſpeed he could ro come with all his 
power out of Normandie : which had he done | 
in time, and not giuen his brother ſo 

apo rrunitie of pre res he had carried 
kingdomegur delay yeeldes the King —_ 
to confirme his DR mong oor his ene- 
mies,and make him ſtrong with the E» ſh, 
which hedid by granting ofri 

with other relicuements of their "vr wc 
and reſtoring them to their former freedom 
of hunting in all his woodes and forcfts,a 
thing they much eſteemed ; whereby he made. 
them ſo ſtrongly his, od he foone brake the 


mnecke 
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Saint Valery, and after Albemarle with the 
hor 1 rw Env gþ ts 0 
C wr 


monte Saint Michel , ge, 


Gaibanl . 
ſhonld hold the County 
all other places, which 
were deliuered vnto 


chy. oe 
\@ 


Army i 

aid againſt PEE 
thefort of mount Saint Michel, vpon 

bis gard holdingitbeltfor his fafie:Forbcing 
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he had loſt both his brothers by doing the one 
a kindnefſe ; ifhe ſhould haue-roke to either, 
cheir tune being ſerued, his owne mighrbe 
in hazard; and ſo betooke him to this d [A 
Forry daies the 2. Princes layd ſiege to this 
| ; and one day, as the King was alone 
on the ſhore, there ſallics our of the Forte, a 
companie of horſe, whereof three ran at him 
ſo violently, andall ftrooke his horſe together 
with their lances, as they brake ped 
girſes, and all, thar the horſe flips away and 
caues the King and the faddle on the 
the King rakes vp the ſaddle with both hands, 
and therewith defendes himſelfe rill reſcue 
came, and being blamed by ſome of his p« 
le for putting himſelfe thus in peri of his 
life to ſauce his ſaddle, anf\ : it would 
haue angred him, the Brerons ſhould have 
bragged, they had wonne the ſaddle from 
er him, and how great an indignitie it was 
for a King to ſuffer inferiors to force any thing! 
from him. . | 
Inthe end Henry grew to extreame want of 
drinke and water; allthough he had all other 
prouifion ſufficient within his forte, and ſends 
to Duke Robert that he might hauc his neceſſi- 
tic ſupplied : the Duke ſendes hima Tunne of 
wine, and grantes him truce for a day to fur- 
niſh him with water. Wherewith william 
being diſpleaſed , Duke Roberz told him : it 


WAS 
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was hard to deny a brother meate, and drinke 
which craucd it, and that if he periſhr, they 
had not a brother. Wherewith william like- 
wiſe relenting, they ſent for Henry, and an 
agreement is made, he ſhould hold in mor- 
gage the Country of Coftantine till the. mony 
was paide, and a day appointed to recciue 
it at Rowen, 

Which accord King w#{;am the rather 
wrought, to draw as much from Robert as:he 
might, whom by this voyage he not onely had 
walled, bur po eſt himlclſe of afafe and con- 
tinuall landing place, witha part of his Du- 
chy : cauſed him to put from him and baniſh 
out of Normandy, Edeer Etheling whom Robert 
held his Penſioner, and as aſtone in his hand 
vpon all occaſions to threaten william with 
anothers right, ifhis owne preuailed not: And 
beſides, hewrought ſo as eitherthrough pro- 
miſe of money, or ſome farther ratification to 
be made here; he brought his brother Roberr 
with him ouer into Erxegtand, and tooke him a- 
long inan expedition againſt Ma/co/im, who 
had incroched vpon his territories, during his 
abſence. Which bufineſſe ebing determined 
withour barttell, Robey, ſooneafter , returnes 
| much diſcontented into Normendze, and as it 
ſcemes, without money to ſatisfic his brother 
Henry. Who repairing to Rowen at his day ap- 
pointed, in ſtead of receiuing it, was commit- 


— 


| X 3 red |' 


red to priſon, and before he could be releaſed, 


f to renounce the country of Coſtentine, 
and ſweare ncuer to claime any thing in Nor- 


mandy. | | 
Henry ines of this groſle iniuſtice,to 
Philig king of Fraxce, who gauc him a faire en- 
terrainement in his Court. VWherehe remai- 
ned not long, but that a knight of Normandy, 
named Hachard, vndertaking toputhiminto a 
Fort { miaugre his brother Robert ) within the 
Duchy , conueyed him diſguiſed out of the 


C and wrought fo, as the Caſtle of Dam- 
ons. him, whereby ſhort-' 


how Henry was vnderſernucighes againſt Th: 


perfidie of his brother of Eg/and: in ſomuch: 
as the flame of rankor burſt out againe more 
then cuer. And ouer, paſſes king /liom with a 
great Army, bur rather to terrific, then do any 
martreras a Prince that did more c6tend 
warre,and would be great with the ſword, 
ARON Cho NGOs 
is ends by any orher meanes, ſeeking rather 
to buy his then win it. : 
Many ski 7 ===: 
| |, 


————— wn ad 


ws BJ Of william the ſecond. 
Re CEO mice] 
e was propounded:: wherein to make his 
Cndalons, what he would , king »:illiam 
ſcemes hard to be , and makes the 
moreſhew of force, ſending ouer into Ere- 
brought tote ove ready tobe ſhipped, as 
to Cc, to'be ſhipped, an 
offer was made to be proclaimed by his Liefte- 
nant, thae giuing ten ſhillings a man, whoſo- 
euer would miglrdipan home to his dwel- 
ling. Whereby was raifed ſo much as diſ- 
charged his expence , and ferued to fee the 
king of Fraxce,vnder-hand, for his forbearin 
aide ro Dake Robey?, who ſeeing himſelfe | 
the French, muſt necdes make his peace as 
other would haue it. 
| Rates 
warres with wales,and Scorland,gaue him more 
buſinefſe then honour. Being; driven in wr 
one to incounter with mountaines in ftead 0 
men, to the great loſſe and diſaduantage of 
his people, and in the other with as many, ne- 
| cefities . Wales he ſought t> ſubdue, Scotland 
ſoto reſtraine as it might not hurt him. For 
the laſt , after much broyle, borh kings , ſee- 
ming more willingro haue peacethen to ſecke| 
it, arebroughtro an enreruiew. Aalco/ix vp- 
on publicke faith, and fafe-conduir came to 
Glocefter, where, vpon the hautineſle of king 
wilkam , looking to be fſarisfiedin all his de- 
mands, 
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maunds, and the vnyeeldingneſſe ofking Mel- 
colin , ing vpon. his regalitie within his 
re content to be ordred for the 
confines, according to the judgement of the 
Primate of both kingdomes; nothing was ef- 
feed bur a greater diſdaine, and-rankor-in 
A gs diſpiſed;, and ſcarce 

on, by the king of Exg/and.So that v- 
pon his rerurne, with rage , horaiſes an 
, .enters Northumberland, which foure 
mer: he had Ee rs. and = 

e ecking vtterly to deſtroy it, and to 
nefarther , was, with his cldeft ſonne 
e,rather 


one 
Pg {lain the fraud then powre 
of Robert Mowbray Earle of that County: The 
griefe of whoſe deaths \gaue Aargwerer, that 
ble ed Queene, hers. After whom the State 
eletcd Dufnald, brother to Malcolin,and cha- 
ſed - our all the = —- lar yon attended the 
and were , Or preferred by 
Malcolin. King william to Leh line righe, 
and to haue a king there which ſhould be h 
holding ro his power, aides Edgar, the ſecond 
ſonne to Malcolin (who had ſerued him in his 
warres) to obtaine the Crowne due vnto him 
in right ofſucceffion : by whoſe meanes Duf- 
nald was d,and the Stare receiued Edger, 
bur killed all the aide he brought with him our 
of England, and capitulated thathe ſhould ne- 
uer more entertaine Ergliſh or Norman in 


his 


—— — —c 


At 
— 


— ——  — — —__. 
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his ſeruice. 

This buſineſſe ſerled, wales firugling for li- 
_ and reuenge, gaue new occaſion of 
worke: whither he went in perſon , with pur- 
poſe ro depopulare the country : but re- 
tiring into the Mountairtes and the Ifle of 4n- 
gleſey, auoided the _ furie. Bur after- 

, Hugh Earle © —_— and Hugh 
Earle of Cheſter, ſurpriſing the Iſle, their chic- 
feſt retreir, commirred there,barbarous exam- 
ples ofcruelry,by exceecations, and miſerable 

| ing the people, which immanity 
was there ſodenly on the Earle of 
Shrewsbury with a double death, firſt ſhorinto 
the eye, and then tumbling ouer-boord into 
the ſea, tothe ſport and ſcome of his enemy 
theking of Norway, who either by chance, or 
ofpurpoſe, comming vpon that coaſt from ra- 

ing in the Orchades, encountred with him 

that force he had at ſea. 
Theſe were theremore buſineſſes , when a 
conſpiracic brake out within the body of the 
_——_— , comploned by Robert Mowbray 
Earle of Northumberland, william d* Ou, and 
many other,which gauethe King more trou- 
ble then danger : for by the (j and maine 
proſecution of the buſineſſe, wherein hee vſed 
the beſt ſtrengrh of England, it was ſovne en- 
ded,with the confuſion of the vndertakers.Bur 
it wrought anill effect in his nature, by harde- 

VS 


ning 
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nin hb ſame to an extreme ri or: for aſter 
the teare was paſt , his wrath, cruelty were 
not, but, which is hideous in a Prince, 

4 benumbred amongſt incurs of 
| 


ypon this a, and were belecued 
ſocuer proued. widllieon | a yo 


S his ance fonne, and his 


there, andto 
ecution;he 


drohisex 


Whictymorion by the zealous negotiation of 


Peter che Herrait, of Amiens, tooke ſo 


Co; "of endlim the frnnd © 


763 


and religious world ) as turn'd all that flame; 
mich conſunedeachorher-arhome”| 
vpon vnknowne nations that vndid them -2 


broad. 
en grew the heate of this 
| mer rr 
TY a —_—_ 


ona. anheain 
r_—_ 


heemed to contuncanythigofword wack 

ups 7 mrs 

fo many greac 

Ponca gs nay 5 apnea 
- ag rn rm this warre 


teat thmale Is 
| NY goon 
cr pos, wake = 


mous voyaggzand with hi i halo the 
Exftace , and Bandouin , by whoſe 
batter Noo 
| ace 

bert Duke of Ni ns , Robert le Friſon,Earle 


of Flanders, ephes Earle of Blots, & Chartres. 
| Aimar | 


tC 
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'|_4omer Byſhop of Pay. william Byſhop of 
| Orange Reine Backs of Tholaſs | 


land Garnier Earle of Gretz : Herpin Earle of 


: | Zofrom Earle of Perche , and others . Theſe 
[were for France,Germany, and the Countries 


|adioyning. lie had Bohewond Duke of 
'tnone, being affliged ar that time with the 
__— | 


|nages ro furniſh chemſclues for 
|rion, ſold, or ingaged their poſſeſſions. Gode- 


| .of Lieee,, and Mets to the Cirttizens: 
befiles he (21 


| of Bowrges, his Earldome to Phill, King of 
| France: and Robert morgaged his of 
| [all he had, ro his brotherKing williar of En- 
[Ly ; 


Earle of Hainaut, Baudoxin , Earle of Rethel 
Bourges: Tſoard Earle of Die : Rembayd Earle 


of Orange : Guillewm Conte de Foreſts, Stephen 
Conte Je Awnan! : Hogh Earle Saint Pol; 


names are loſt : Speyne onely had 


Mot of all theſe Princes and ata! 


froy fold the Duchic of Bologue to Aubert By- 


the Caſtle of Serteney, and 
Monſi to Richard Byſhop of Verdun: and to 
the ſame ,Baxdowin, his brother , ſold 
the Earldome of Verdes. Exſtace likewiſe ſold 
alt his liuelihood to. the Church. Herpin Earle 


Normandje , the Earldome of Maine , and 


Whereby the Pope not: onely weakened 


the| 


Dt —_— wt. Ate. A. 4 _ 


— 
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the Empire, with whom the Church had, to| 
the grear afflition of Chriſtendome, held a 
long, and bloudie buſineſſe, abour the in- 
ueſticures of Byſhops ; rooke away and in- 
feobled his partiſans, abated, as if by Oftro- 
ciſme, CI Princethat might © 
Pealtby alſo —_ the Stare Ecele- 
c temporal- 
ties, (more honorable for theſellers > the 
buyers ) vato a meanes then cuer.: For 


wasfor Cuxisr and his Church, ratherto 
een eſtates w => 09» 11, br 
whom againe redeeme me, 
Try cen uy dealing ; then 
vnto lay men ; he effe&ed this worke, Where- 
by the third part of the beſt' Fiefs in France 
came to be poſſcſtby the Clergic : and after- 


ward - fame occaſion, many things 
more ſold wnto them in relpdcially 
when Richard 1. vadertooke YOYages who 
paſſed ouer diuers Mannors ro Hugh Byſhop 
of Durham, and alſo- for: his mony created 
him Earle of Darhewn, | An Emperour 
This-humor was kept vp, and in motion 2 Gorman, 
aboue 200.yeares,notwithſtanding all the diſ-|r;.»:e wich 
coura ——_ by the —_— in paſſing, vr ns, 
thedifaſters cre,throu contagion aryſin hunk a 
from a difagreeingclime : and the makindZ Hs 


of indigent people, caſt oftentimes into miſe. 77 venral 


— 


"—- 


— 


{ FAY rable —— 


—_ WED — oe IR es = 
. __ > 2% - 


R—_—_— 


The life and raigne L 12.3. 


| thoſewho were the Þ 


| Pope preuay 
| effects this voyage wrought : 


| were of anentire bodie, their 


rable wants. Ir conſumed infinic treaſure, and. 
moſt ofthe braueſt men of all our Weſt world, 
and eſpecially Frexce, For Germanie,and Italic, 


ta 


who went out to ſecke an 
bro one thence: to the 


» and vn- 
) caught ſuch, ws 
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nerall, and eſpecially of the Clergic, bein 
the firſt ki pinch tbowe _ ſucceſſor = 
euill precedent of keeping their Liuings va- 
Gd receiuing the profits \— an, Goa 

| ſelfe, as he did that of Canterbury, foure yeares 
larchs duke Layſhon Lanfranc: and had ——_ 
eroully ſicke ar 

c—_—_Y the ſixth that being danger raigne, his 
Clehic.inthe weak efſe of his body,tooke to 
worke vpon his minde, ſo as he vowed,vpon 
his recouerieto wry = hedid, 
—_— yy ado, as ſhewed thar hauing 


he would willingly haue 
run un the Saint. And Anſelme, an [tslian 
borne, though bred in Normaenay, is inthe end 
to that Sea. But, what with his 
owne ſtiffeneſſe, and the kin 5 Randin on his 
= he neuer it q vnder 
him. Forherweene them two, _—_— firſt 
c6reſtation abourthe inueſtitures of Biſhops, | 
and other priuiledges of the Church, which 

much to do, to 
to 


y 
ſooke the Land , whereupon his 
was re-aſſumed and the King held in his 
_ ELSE 
ue winchefter, Sarum cleuen 
ayes whereofherooke all he 


thoſe Herualyol a mo d tooke fines of| 


| Prieſts 
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Prieſts for fornication , he vexed Robert Bluet 
Biſhop of Lixcolne, infuire, till he payd him 
5000. pounds. . 
now the Clergie, thistaxe,com- 
laining their nr, Aur henry ive 
ſad Shrines of gold in their Churches,and for 
ſo holy a worke, as this warre againftinfidels, 
they ſhould not ſpare them. He alſo rooke 
money of ewes, to cauſe ſuch of them as were 
conuerted, to renounce Chriſtianity, as ma- 
king more benifir by their their 
conuerſion.Wherein he diſcouered the worſt 


irrcigion. 


nnname ent 
was C 
_ | Darham, whom he had corrupted with other 
nd: | Biſhops to counterpoyze the Clergie , awe 
»- [the and countenance his — 
| All Ni etonhiatel cake in hi 
\ a 7 rg) = the new Caſtle _ 
Tine, the City of Carleil, weſtmin 
hewlluofn Towe fair "_ 
his | ifrs ro ſtrangers. Twice 
wm of France with ncner,tadite 
profuſion was ſuch, as pur him cuermore into 
| CXtreme wants. This 
E is 


em em eo—_—_—_—_——_____ — —  — ——— 


) 


\ _ » hd 7. A 4 [ 4 Fas — > Sx We ot LY 1 # Sm, + 


| 


Cm 


of 


eofday he ariucd at Harfles ſends 

/ Capraines, and men ofwarreto attend 

himall at Mans, whither he came at the day 

appointed. Conte-de /s Fleſche, 
Z 


Fouque 

enemy Dukes of Nor- 
for him,was, without preſenr ſuccour, 

tobe rendred.. Heſends backe the meſſen 
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raigne, whilſt,held in,by thegraue counſel! of 
Lanfr anc, and apes «cop. jm himſelfe 
moſt worthily , and had beene abſolute for 
State, had he nor after ſought to be abſolute 
ar bvoryn meeting with an exorbitant 

ill, makes both Prince,and People miſerable. 


Henry the Firſt. 


| Heyy. 
ow firſt a&ions m— gouernment tended 
2 


'| rhis fi , inthe of his age. A 
Pe Is BE 0G voted « his 


all, 


—_—_—___. . 
JR 
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\ all, to baire rhe le, and ſugar their ſubic- | 
| 8:5 as his predeceſior. pon thelike: 
/| ſition had done, but with more moderation 
'|andaduiſedneſſe: this being a Prince berter 
|reified in iudgement, and of a ndture more 


| ed, both by his ſufferings, hauing 
| "_ AR arr; To 
[ that . 


| him patience, and alſo by hauing 
| ſomewhat of the booke, which gore him opt- 
| |nion, and the ritle of Beaxclerke. 
| Firſt to faſten the Clergie, he furniſhes 
| [with firmen, all thoſe -ompeten brother 
| | had kept empric : recals A»ſelme home to his 
| Dito tricks of Canterbery, and reſtores them 
| rh reply ar _ 
206/17 xr1ar or ring eee bs 
||bur incheirpaſion, by puniſhing the chiefe 
| | miniſters of their exa&ions, which euvermore 
| | eaſes theſpleene ofthe people, glad to dif. 
| | charge their Princes of the cuils done them 
' |Kknowing how they cannot worke without 
 fhands) and lay them on their officers , who 
| {haue theatiue power,where themſclues bhaue 
\ |burthe paſſiue, and commonlyjrurne as they 
ſs B, of Durham chicfe counſay 
| c Dur ce Cc - 
lor to _ ing, a man riſen by ſubtletie, 
| [and his rongue from infimous condition, to 
| T7 rem - 
| ight}. 


_—— 
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of exaQion, and irregularities, and remaynes 
the examples of perpetuall ignomi- 
nie. All diſſolute perſons are expelled the 
Courre: the people caſedof their impoſitions, 
and reſtored tortheir lights in the night,which 
| fweD onkiefradcbe oa 
,lince ginnin 
ofwillias Many ohe dined forks 
gouernment 1 are- ordayned, 
and beſides to make him the: more popular, 
907 TRIO ay 
,taking to wite Matilde, cr 
= i cene of Scots, —_— 
to Edgar Atheling, diſcended from Edmond 
A Ladiethar brought with her,the in- 
heritance of goodneſlſe ſhe had from a bleſ- 
ſed mother, and with much a do was wonne 
fram her cloyſter, and her vow-to God, to 
diſcend to the world, and bea wife to a King. 
Thus ſtood he intrenched in the State of 
England, when his brother Robert returning 
from the holy warres, and recciued with great 
applauſe into his Duthie of N prmenady, ſhakes 
> - Mu ofall rhis buſineſle : the firſt yeare 
threatning, the ſecond ariuing with a ftrong| 
| Army at Portſmouth, to recoucrthe Crowne, 


freight and loathſome priſon , being famed| | 
to haue pur his maiſter into all theſe courſes | 


appertayning to him by the courſe of right, | 


bauing a mighty + 26 England of the 
3 | 


Norman \ 


EY 


— 


__ 
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I Norman Nobilitic; who either moued with 


| _ of ſelfe opi 16 & ouer-expeQtati6)made 
[any aac motiue of reuolr. The 
- | Armyes on borh ſides meete, and are readie 


| endconcluded with theſe articles: that ſeing 
| Henry was borne ſince this father was King 
_ | of Emglend, which made him the eldeſt ſonne 
| of a King, 


 |imucſted in 

paying to 3 000. markes , per annum, 
| [and »ſuruiuing, to ſucceed him: that all 
. | who had taken part with Robert ſhould haue 
| {theirpardon and receiue no derriment. 


| 09 ofa gragrou, and free nature, ſtaies and | 


| Ts to land, from 
| [che beginning of A#reft ti 
| \chen returnes into Normandie: When | 


| [larionof other Ecclefiaſticall elerts wine 


| [hiskingdome, « ed by Asſeime, who re- 
buledeo conferrmre och noke prefernc allen. 


conſcience or their diſcontent ( a ſickeneſſe 


ro incounter, when, for auoyding Chriſtian 
bloud,a treatic of peace was ad the 


Bets Dun, cadnor 
by the a@ of the ki 
dom, he ſhould inioy the ſameduring his li 


This buſineſſe thus fairely paſſed ouer, Re- 


ps, and col. 


ingitto be a violation of the ſacred rites 


Ceremonies of the Church lately de- 
| - creed 


OO EE 


creed concerning this buſineſſe: in fo much 
the King diſpatches an Embaffage to Po 

ed aoclaracinn ofthe ighe he had eo 

the 


| 


bythe 
tobe 
ro 
gr wr ur and other Prin- 
ccs,abour the ſame buflineſfe, rakes the way of 
TRE ro his will, ſoliciting 
im with kinde IRE 
further any Jeſignes , that m 
cerne his ſtare, if he would deſiſt 
proceeding, - © | 
The King, preſt with ſome other occaſions, 
that held ham in, and hauing purpoſes of thar 
nature, as by forbearance of the Church, 
i —e— conſentsro fari(- 
fiethe Popes will: mes an example 
ro other Princes, of yeelding in this.caſe. A»- 
ſelme is re-called, after a yeares baniſhmence, | 
and the Ambaſſadors rewrne with large re- 
munerations. 


2 ES, 


con- 
om this 
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Whilſt theſe things were at 
tam, rebut ourhere fame whichcon- 
ſumed the ics iſed it, brought 
the kingmeeroaAyto his ends , then other- 
wiſe he could cuer haue expeed. Robert de 
Beleſme,Earle of Shrewſbury, ſonne to Roger de 
Mongomery , a fierce youth, preſuming of 
his eſtate , and his friends, fortifies his 
Caliles of Shrewſbury , Bridgenorth , Tickbill, 
and Arwsdell, with ſome other peeces in Wales 
belonging ay and _ ines with the 
welch, ro oppoſe preſent Stare, 
out ofa deſireroſetallin combuſtion, for his 
owne ends, that were vacertaine : which 
Ce and charge : 

WI o-dayes, by imploying forces 
his complices, and tooke all his Caſtles , ex- 


cept that of Arundell, which rendred vpon 


condition, thar the Maiſter might be permit- 


redo retire ſafe into Normandy : which the 


cafily ſceing now he was but the 
bok, ofa filly naked creature , that had loſt 


both feathers and wings. And it made well 
for theking, his going __ For, from the 
FTIR, England, and 
thereby aduanci uenues,he 

ro looſe Alſo. ay brin it ah, oy 
Crowne. For as ſaone as he came thither, he 


faſtens amitie with one of like condition, and 


fortune 


— —_ 


tus mndoatsTedoy and br 
non was ſet into that flame,as 
hay 00a irs 


Andher 
Robert, who Rood in a fayre pof. 
phe Sly 


| 
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__ and committed to 
he had 


« Where, to- 
misforrune of a 


A 
an 


for 


. 


ferredro the Crowne ofera/alom 


of rwo C cameto be depriued 

ofhis Ducky, nd alle had brough prion 

the Caſtle 

adde to his miſcric, 
long life:ſurujui 

after he loſt himſelfe, 26. yeares, whereof the 


moſt he ſaw ing his 
hey te was bo a7 io hroghes 
puniſhment barbarouſly indi ——_— 


 Hewas 2 a aecatanidcedebs 
bur many | 
ally in his great 


wasin dle&ion to haue bene the firſt, pre- 


and miſſed 
his 


ECT, 


Exm 


Andth 


. 


—_——— 


Hrng] -.<> Hem Td Tart, 
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bac buciztoas 0ncly words, and vpon-his 


rion'of theigood; hisfather i in law Balance, 
had.donehyaidin | — 
lend, gauc him yearly 290 maths , and-like-) 


edt 


10G | | 
EEDCSERSE | 


tet air! ' ſtrig&;s Iybarcd (nom! 
food this kin inche firſt part ofhix 
— in the other, he had more rw dos 
broad thenathome, where he had by-hisex- 


0) 2 ee re run gobhcrnment; as 
aeady goutſewithourmicermprion, all 
his ricc. iinant Ladderlidhieny ranges 


TRI) 


— CC we. .AdlunwÞ@A4#0..A4 
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ccceibeoling wodlamekes faſt irs rexribus. 
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looke to his State of Normandy : and for that 
he would not attend a he makes one, 
raking occaſion abour the Cirtic of Giſors,ſci- 
ruate on the riuct Epre,in the confines of N or- 
borne aoere 4 ag vpon their Fran- 
chifes, within thei ignories, whereof 
there were many 


Pope,and 


= - hauing (bythe in- 
gee) banded an er ep +: 
afterward wi 


| 


; 


the Popes' 


all his beſt 
&+ | 


ME: (oo hiek 
- m—_—_—— "re 
ſentence, Henry 5. is d enemy -of the 
Church; zad degraded of his Imperial dig- 
cell was held in France,8c 


' his ſonne in law the 


(ung with this diſgrace) ro ſer 

would aſſaile him on the other. The Emperour 

eafily-wr 
like.” 

- The King of France ſecing this ftorme com- 


ng to bee P 
appla ) aſſembles a 


ed chiefly af 
ro ouer-maiſter 
Him) as 
chiefe piller) on one fide, and hee 


ro ſuch a buſineſle, prepares 
&s: the King of Zxglavd doth 


WP 
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ſanding gin is incotions um 8 
ene F-faled anc our corre; es woes 
ane oo ane to conftanthim : S 


Fling Theobald, Conte de owgrice 


great power, as hee ſtood ro ch dif. 


by his aliances : for Stephen, 
Earle of Bois,had married his fiſter Ade/s, to 
whom this Theoba/d was neere in bloud, and 
— <Anios (an impor- 

eucr an Nor- 
mn Obey his fonne mil 


TT peer _ 


muchbloud and charge. Bur in the end, being 
borh tired, a peace was concluded,by the me- 
diation ofthe Earle of Aniow.. william, 
1 ſonne to King Henry, did ro Lowys for 
the Dutchy of Normandy : And william, the 
ſon of Robert Corte), is left to himſelfe, and 
deſiſts trom his claime. 


_ : beſides hee obrained a ſtrong ſide in 


| 


Bb Vpon 


— __ 


| —————_ 


Th tugn Ting 
Vpon the faire clore of all rheſe rroubles, 

there followed preſently an accident, which 

ſcaſoned ir wirh char ſowreneſle of O- 
uercame all the ioy of the ſucc William 
theyong hopeofall the Nor- 
man race, at 17 yeares: returning into 
eaten =—_— inf, ocoomperst 


elotins 
ko elntngthy == 


lings ſeemed paſt ouer, might make a conſci- 
ence ſhrinke with terror, to ſee opprefſion and 
ſupplantation repayd with the extin&ion of 
char, for which fo much had beene 

and the line maſculine-of 


ET 
onee, ina cent, 

| _ of the aglenar tn 
ro ne great on 

[re himaſclfe| 


Normandy 
inthe third heire,as if ro NE ERS 


—— 
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|now Earle Gf Nats} the/ſonne of 
-TheKing of Franves fortifie his 
on,/ entertaines william the N , where 
| nowall Wakpngs lay* and inper- 


xo he power to obraine the Earlc- 
ke! ,wherunto he had a faire Ti- 


delle of ae 


þ Andnowdwinhole careof king rinzyari 
I. | the ſerling of the ſucceſſion vpon Maxde (of 
IF | whom hee lined to ſee'rwo ſonnes borne) for 
which hee conuokes aParliamenrt in 
1 whercin,an oath-is miniſtred ro the Lords of 
Ms 24 this land, ro 1954p 1a and 
"Wy EIA inheritors of 
rg atk taken by Da-| 
; EY "Sets qmlero Mend, , and by Sre- 
c of Bollogne, and Mortaine,Nephew 
j |  JrotheKing,onwhom hehad beſtowed 

[| | poſſeſſions in and aduanced his 
| +» therto the Biſhopricke of Wincheſter. Ando 
| make all the more faſt,this oath was afterward 


| te EARN pores} 
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-- So that now all ſcemes fafe and quier, bur Fe 
his owne which are faid to haue beene 


| very rumulruous, and-full of affrighrmenes, 
wherein hee would oftenriſe, take his ſword, 
and be in a&,-as if hee defended himſelfe a- 
| gainſt aſſzules of his perſon, which ſhewed all 
© | was not well within. 
- His gouernment in Was ſuch as ran- His gouern- 
kes him in the liſt amn6gſt our Kings of the fay- /»cocin peac 
teſtmarke : holding the kingdome fo well or- 
dred, as duringalthis raigne, which was long, 
he had cuer the leaſt ro do at home. Ar the 


» ep TOR; with his-brocher, after, 
the care'to liſh his ſucceffion, held him 
in, to obſcrue all the beſt oo enighe 
quiet of the Starey ha- 
co the: dur 
——_— i 
things were with that euennes, be-| 
'rweene the Great men and the Commons, as 
gaue all farisfation. He made diuers-pro- 
'greſſes into remote of the Eand;to fee 
| - Ge II noir wird ms 
ec, when ſo cuer he was in he 
great feſtivals in ſeuerall, and fardiſtantplaces 
_ kingdome, that all. might pertake. 
m. 


And 
&:: 
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[The cauſe of * 
Progrefles. 
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NET” 49,76 ny thing 
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£rg of Henry the Firſt. 
raigne, except one ſupply for his warres after-| 
ward in Fra#ce. 


By an aQ of Parlement at London. Anno, 
-| Reg- 30. permifhon eo puniſh mariage, 
and incontinence ofPriſt,oho for fines nor 
withſtanding, he ſuffred to ini cir wines, 
he di the Clergie and dif- 

TL tes | ergie : 
i which were mutilation of 
uniarie. And by reaſon 

long bene in Normandie, 
for his houſe, which were 
payde in kinde, were rated to cer- 


Þ 


__—_— —__ Ss: 
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their multitude grew to be a diſcaze. - _ 1 

| His expences were cheifly in his warres, 

 \andhis manyand thcations in Nor- 
Reading, the Mannour of woodſtoke, 

| incloſure about that Parke. 

p_ The moſt eminent men of his Councell 


—— 


of any one Man,Prince, 
or other of this kingdome. The ruynes yetre- 


ing of his 
ſhire, ſhewes vs the 
carkafſe of a moſt Romer-like Fabricke. Be- 
fides he built the Caſtles of Malmſbarie and 
Shirburne, ewo ſtrong and ſumpruous peeces: 
new walled and repayred the Caſtle of Saliſ- 
burie, bur all theſe he liued to ſee rent from | 


him, 


4 


— 
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ent eo maintaine his eſtare at hi and hee 


deſired nor to thruſt himfelfe i 


$ abroad. Buchis ſonne Robere was 


cſtareborh 
a man of 


of anather mind,and had a mi 
land and Normandy , - os 
- ai +4 C n -ell . . 

waighey affaires of che Sears. bs 


ing,and died 
and martiall N 


cliace. V 
was ſerued with a 


4 
% 4 


ty, whom his ſpirit 
ed to affe& thoſe deſignes of his in 
cruation.:of his ſtate in 


France, for the 


Nor- | 


— 
- 
=t — - . - 
-— = 
— - -— - — _— x - - — - 
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(a differen. 
fromhis brothers} and 'ofa cloſe 


pol prongs ae 


browne hare, eXil 
ed 
of a 


more 'ſolid *con with berrer orde- 
jm rea ng ar Fer by oy 
z bur z as If ro fer i 

nor to ouer-charge ir therewith. 

But this put many of his ſubieQs into the fa- 
flouriſhed in his rime. 


| King Stephen, 


ER HE Line Maſculine of the 


4 
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ight lawfully refuſe her. 
we phe awng no Tile acl, by mee 
- :ohe. i the | ons 
nr 5p nas ar Hr 


had other reaſons that ruled that time. Sr 

was a man, and of greac poſlcfſions, in| | 

England and France, had one brother, Earle of | 

Bloss, a Prince of great eſtare : anther, Biſhop | * 

of wackefer (hePops Legutin Erglnk, of 
C 2 


IG 


- 
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| \powereminent) was popular for his affabiliry, 


oodly perſonage,and aftiueneſſc : and there- 

ho eres the her ary who, atthar 
rime, were alrogerher guided by the Clergy, 
and they, by the-working of the Bite Ys 
rw PID ce of him, 
hauing an opinion, [ 
whoſe "Tide wasloaſt | makehis ligs: 
tionthe more rorhem,and ſo they mighr ſtand 
berrer {ecured' of cheir liberties, 'chen vnder 


ſucha one, ”'as mi | > RESET heredi- 
of, before his adminance co the Crowne; hee 
takesa priuate oath before the Biſhop ofCax- 
, to\confirme the ancient liberties of 
the ,andhad his brother to vnderrake, 
berwixr God and him, for the performance 
"Boe bein 
| ing now in poſſeſſion of the 
che treaſure his vakle badinms, 
4 which amounced to one 
exquiſite filuer 
beſides plate and ioweels,of incſtimable value, 
after the funerals performed at Reading ghee al- 
ſembles a Parliament at Oxford,wherein here- 
[ſtored to the Clergy,all their former liberties, 
and freed the Layric from their rribures, exa- 
Qions, or whatſocuer gricuances oppreſt 
them, confirming the ſame by his Charrer, | 
which, faithfully jro ———_ 
que} 


— 


Ah —____—————— 
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oath before all the Aſſembly: where like- 
wiſe the Biſhops ſwore fealty vnto him, but 
with this condition, ſo long as hee obſcrued 
the tenor of this Charter. 


hold he had gotten, with power,8 his ſworde, 
— pens cares ſure ro 

come vpon him. graunts li- 
cence, to all tharwould, ro build Caſtles vpon 
their owne Landes, thereby to fortifie the 
Realme, and breake the force of any ouer- 
running inuaſion, that ſhould maiſter the 
feild. Which in ſerled ctimes might be of 
good effe&,bur in a ſeaſon of diſtraftion, and 
ned, very dangerous. And being to 
fiſt by frendes, he makes all he could, 
creates new Lords, giues ro- many great poſ- 
ſeſſions, and hauing afult purſe ſpares for no 
colt ro buy loue, and fideliric : a-purchace 


conueyances made of more ſtrength to car- 

It. 
Fo wayes he was to looke for blowes: 
| from Scor/and on one fide, and France on the 
ay wanted no inſtigators : Dawrd 
their King, nfoucd both with nature and his 
oath to/ his Neece,' turnes head vpor-him: 
_—_ was _ there with the thew of/ 
a _ , an 


appeaſed him with the. 


- And now as one tharwas to make good the 


very vncertayne, when there may be other | 


guift of Cumberland, and his fonnc Henry, 


| Cc 3 Prince 


—— 
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Prince of Scotland with the Earldomeof Hew- 
tingdon ; the laſt cooke an oath of fealtic vnto 
him, which che father refuſed as hauing firſt 
up WPREns may 1-9 voparanw er won 
| *|ſentlyputhiminto another ation, that inter- 
dang ſicke, inſomuch as he was noy- 
ſed to be by which fickeneſfſe, he loſt 


ions, bur of reuolres, beſcigi 5 


—_— ſpoyles, and deftrudion, in 
a iſerable face of a diſtrate 


on, but 
diſpoſiri 


L 12.3: 


were onely to interrayne the 
whereupon the King,whole feares were 


whom he made his lieutenant, and furniſhed 
with valiant leaders, as walter Earle of 
Albemarle, william Pewerell of No, 
Walter and Gilbert Lacies. Himſelfe 
artended , bendes _— . ro 
the conſpirators, which he di in one expedi- 
tion, recouers all theſe Caſtles (by reaſon of 


great Caſtles, eſpecially of Salirhury 
the Vies Shirburne, Malmſbury, and N ewwar | 
artie of Afewde, 


| aha 
y 


Ike! 


Un —nnny 


MO TE 


| 


{ 


vpthe keyes of his Caſtles, as pledges of his 


(moſt ſuſpeted) ro Oxford. Biſhop, as 
if forefeing the miſchicfe comming to him, 
would gladly haue pur off this journey, and 
excuſed it by the debilicie of his age, bur ir 


rake fire, ſendes for the = 7 tr Salirbury | 


would nor ſerue his turne : thither he comes, 
where his ſeruants, about the taking vÞ of 
lodgings, quarrell with the frm of ahe| 
Earle of Bri#eyne, and from wordes fall to 
blowes, ſo that in the A one of them| 
was ,and thenephew the Earle dan- 
£ wounded. Whereupon the King 
endes for the Biſhop, to farisfie his Courr, 
for the breach of peace , made by his ſeruants: 
The fatisfaQion required, was the yeelding 


fealtic, but char being ſtood vpon, the Biſhop, 
with his nephew, Alexander Byſhop of Lin- 
colne, were reſtrayned of their liberrie, and 
ſhortly after fenr as priſoners to the Caſtle of 
che Dewiſes , whither the Byſhop of Eley, ano- 
ther oft his Nephews, had retired himſclfe be- 
fore. The King ſeazes into his handes his 
Caſtles of Salr5bury, Shyrburne, Malmeſbury, 
and after 3. dayes aſlauk the Dewiſes was like- 
wiſe rendred, beſides he tookeall his treaſure, 
which amounted to 4o. thouſand markes. 

+ This action, being of an extraordinary 
ſtraync, gaue much occaſton of rumor : ſome 
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ſaid : The King had donne well in ſeating wpon 
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theſe C z is being onſit , and ageinfs the 
- WF, Church that they who o_ 
ofrelighs ndpeac ſhould rafe forweſer fr 
warre, andin # fort as might age) 
tothe inſt this, Coed, (9) 
wir opes Legat, taki wress the 
GEES Fin 
t s bad tran ed, it 
— th: , bit the Cannons 5h 
indge it : that y ought mt to be deprined of 


che fences prides donne it, out of 


the zeale 0 yeh his onwne benefit $aking 
yu pra wb had built vpon the Lands, 


rune dren little 

thereforeto the end, 

nos might be examin 

ſcllto be called ar + ; 

is ſummoned: and thirher r 

_ ſhops of rhe _ _ firſt is 

8 e Commiſhon —_ 
nted by Pope _— ro the Bi 

Em t who there openly vrges the Nig: 

nitic offred to the Church,by the i 

of theſe Bſhops: An a&# nous and ſhame- 

full f for the King , that in the peace of his Court, 

thee mhes ation of ewell mini s, wand 

7 hand opor acb mer and "ar them of 

was 4 violence againſt God. 


And 


yah, 


. 
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And that ſeing the King would yeeld to no ad-| 
| monitions, he hadat length called this Councell, 
| where they were to conſult what was to be donne: 
that for his part , neither the lone of the King, 
thowgh his Lars nor —_ of his lining, or 
danger of his life, ſhould fayle in the 
execution of what they ſhowld decree. 
The King, ſtanding vpan his cauſe, ſendes 
certayne Earles to this is Councell, to know 
© ar { called thither: anfwere was made 
the Legart : that the King, who wes {wbictt to 
faithof Cunts rt, ewght not to take it Hl, 
by the miniſters of Cunitsr, he was called 
7 ng «tion, being conſcious of ſuch an 
age had not knowne: : that it was 


=—_ — 


the Kine, 's ride, that 
id conſent to the Comn- 
ich, b the heipe of God, as 

neither the Roman Church, the Court of the King 
of France, wor the Earle Theobald, brother to 
them both ( a man wiſe, and religious) ſhould, in 
reaſon diſlike it : that the King do ad- 
edly to render the reaſon of his att, and _ 
Lo 4 : that he 
duty to fawour the Church, into w beſt Fore 
being taken he was frag inp oma hor yr 
out any militarie hand. 

Wich which anfwere the Earles departed, 


Dd 2 attended 


temes 


> — 


floutneſſe, as would never vout[afe to come _= 
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attended with Alberic de Ver, a man exerciſed 
in the law, and hauing related the fame, are 
returned with the Kingsreply , which Alberic 
veters, and vrges the inurics _— Roger had 
donne to _ ; — ſe _ to his 
Court : that his men, preſwming vpon his power 
had offred violence to the Nephew and erwants, 
of the Earle of Brizayne, and to the ſernants of 
Herui de Lyons, 4 man of that Nobilitic and 


any requeſt to the late King, and yet for the 
of this, was deſirons to y England : wheye, to 
hawe this wiolence offred was an iniury to the 
King and diſhonoy to the Realmeghat t Biſhop 
of Lincolne, for the ancient hatred to the Earle 
of Britayne,was the author of his mens ſedation: 
that the Biſhop of Salisbury ſecretly fawored the 
bor ſubtlely temporize, 


Kings enemies; and did 

oo King had found by drucrs cifflpnſtances: 
eſpecially yhen Roger de Mortimer, ſent with 
wage forces, in the great danger of Briſtow, 


he not lodge him one night in Malmsbury: 
that it was ineuery mans mouth, as ſoon as the 
Empreſſe came, He and his nephews would render 
their Caſtles unto him. That he was areſfted, not 
4s & Biſhop, but a ſeruant to the King, and one 
that adminiſtred bis procurations, and receined 
his monies, That the King tooke not his Caſftles| . 
by violence, but the Biſhop voluntarily rendred 

them, to anoyd the calummic of their tumult ray- 


ea\ 


— — 
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ſed din his Court : if the | King found ſome money 
in his Caſt{es, he might lawfully (eacr on it in 
regard thar Roger had ey it; out of the re- 
wenues of the Ki vukle, and predeveſſor: 
and the Biſhop nh for gly yeelded vp the "076g 
well as his Caſbles, _ feare of Fs offences; 
and of this wy ted not witneſſes of the Kings oh) 
part deſired that the cournants., made betweene 
him, and the Bishop night remayne ratified. 
Againſtthis, Biſhop Roger oppolecs : That 
he was newer ſ[ernant tothe _— recerued = 
MOneyes ; and withall, pe 
manynot yet broken, thaugh bent with y 74 
tunes : that if be Fade yr 19a his wrongs 
in that Councell, pn, oor ning 
of a roger Court. 1 
eLe gar,mildly, aches did other things, 
faid : That ol what was ſpoken againſt the. Bz- 


1 Conncell, whether or weretrue _ re 
aurence] hou!d hait'beene _—_— 
contrary to the Canons : re "+4 Ki 
ſhould, as it is lewfull in indicjall trials, rewe 
the Biſhops in their farmer eftutes , 


the law * Netions being fuji ſhall not 
hold their Plea. 


for-) 
's 


+ 5, ought firſt ro be examined in the Eccleſia 


at men 0 


EE hae wites Fortreſſes, to bee at 
the Kings pleaſwre,who is to fight the peace 
all. Bur it heir right the decree of 
Canons, to haue w nd, tenor 
aulgence ated, yet ins time of neceſfſi-' 
ile rhendoebrr ins F 

The Lawyer Alberic addes : That it was 
wified to the King, how the Biſhops fried 1, 
and had furniſhe "ſome to goe to- Rome againſt 
oy +9 IT + 9 haxe you know, 
That none of you wane Io a0 it any 
out of An cororohs wat 
nitic of t i will ord retwpning. 
In condieicnd the Councell brake vp, nothing 
was done. The Biſhops durſt nor —_— 
nicate the King, without the Popes | 
and befades,they ſaw the fwords ro b our 
rhem- yer not the Legar, and the Arch- 
biſhop to proſecute their 2nd rnd nr an- 
thoriry fell ro and ar the Kingy feere, 
DT him, That hee wild 

Charch, pity ts ow ive [oule.,” #nd* ry 
not to _—_——— bee betwerne the king- wi 


”_ 


— u—_— 


At 


— —C 
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dome and the Prieſt-hnod. The king returned 
na les wocdes, bur held what hee had 


teen, 
- Shortly after, chrough gr griefe, dyed the Bi- 
ſhop 47 mrs on_ to the fate 
of ouer-eminent and greedy Offi cers) vnpit- 
tied. He was # man, in his time, noted 
of much corruprion, and vnſatiable deſire of 
hauing.For whom, Gone verym the I 
mag his 
one of his es Chanceltor we 
v ne bis ſure, apt ro 
baſe the Borough of 
much asthe King would ſay to his familjars 
abour him : Bula prog thus, flill; 1 
wall | me but 1 will 
pleaſe Jet candſop 2, ba —_— aA _ 
jo; of cat 
Ls rc Pepe mar ns bor ſe 
parthe beganto fanour : out of the ha- 
tred he bare to Wincheſter, who yet was con- 
tent to forſake his owne brother, in regard,by 
his ingagement hee was ee ant, to rhe 
Crowne, rather then to looſe his good will, 
and the reſt of the Clergie. 

Bur pet this breaking of the King into the 
| Church, which _— ., him, _— 
ued him. Forpre ow» 1 $s þ0- 
wer fell has your found dob a 
way open to lerherin, and the Eatle of ay 
| er 
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ſter preſuming of a ſure fide, conduQed her | 
into England, onely with 150. men, puts her 
into the Caſtle of Arwndell, and himſclfe, at- 
| rended burwith 12. horſc, paſſed away clecre 
through all the country, to Briſtow , and from 
are x ap Ca ge os. leaſure, with- 
out  oppolirion, to ray the country, to 
take part with the Empreſle, who,from Ar 72 » 
dell caſtle, was afterwasd, by the Legate him- 
ſelfe, and the Kin iſhon, conveyed to 
Briſtow, received with all obedience, grew 
daily in Rrengrh, 26 ſhee went and came, at 
length co her er, (who had taken in He- 
reford,made himſelfe ftrong with the »elſh, 
and ſerled thoſe parts) ro a" vp more of 
hekinggperaby ſhoving clfe and her po- 
wer in diuers places. 

Stephan, hauing no part cleere, by reaſon 
the Caſtles, vpon which hee ſpent, both his 
time and meanes , lay ſo thicke blockes it) his 
way,as he couldnot make that ſpecd to ſtoppe 
this ſtreame,as otherwiſe he would holding it 
not ſafe to go forward, and leaue dangers be- 
behinde, that might ouer-take him, firſt 
he layes fiegeto the Caſtle of wallingford, 
which Brian, ſonne to the Earle of Ghoceftey, 
held againſthim : then co the Caſtle of Brs 
tow, and other places, working much,bur cf- 
[feing licrle : which ſeeing, to get time, and 
{ſtagger the ſwift proceeding of this new re- 

. ceiued 


—_— —_ 
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OL ev at Bath, where the Le 
with the » Archbiſhop 


z bur 
— 7 77 re 
qoodthr tes Th Emprle ok _ 
leaftthe Nonhpares En tipped 
of Scors come on , he repaires rhi-| 
i DIES Caſtle of Lincolwe 
of ho Bale of eg, ad 

of the Eatle _ 
of ſuch a| 

nt hands wks 


IT 


miſter, nifuck 
ce The areal Clo, who held New 


_ way readings. bur 
DD power, conveyes himſclfe 


dprocuresayde ofhis | 
Mer the Dae of Gleeofter120 ſuccour 


01 24234 QOo 4114 +5 | 
ATFXIDIT. and his buſineſs 
locefter with an Army 
———_— _ a Robert 
de Morkey, ioynes with 'the apes 
cop _- —_—_— m_ rifonier to 
_ TY Ec 4 Glecefter ,| 


ciued Princeſſe, hee cauſes a rreatie of peace| 
Cc 


oatof the Callie, kaves his brother &-wife| 


ths... A 
— 
U— 


part, thacſo 


1e:heuer'canie to beſo) 
Gther,madelikewiſe 


Cs 


agdome, as: the daughter: of the late 
_ [King,towhomtheRealme hacktakenan oath 


| | roatceprfor igne inthe ſucceffion : 


the oy ſticke — her as | 


wy 


'Wwith 


—_ _ 4 


args if 


of Roger, 
7 and 


of mreeſter, with Abo 
in Dn 


lars, ſomeof ——— 
rained , went rothe king to 


cell brakevp: the Empreſſe 
owne towne .Shorrly 


Orfrk bengher omen: ouncell of the Clergic wayne: 


faine called to winebefter, where the firſt day 
the L egar had ſecret conference with eucry 


> yandideabeioy Abbor,and 
other y ener as favs the 


how the canſe of their Aſſembly was , to conſu 

for the pexce of their country, in great ' danger of 
writer ruine. Repeates the flouwriching raigne of his 
vnkle: the peace, wealth and bowonr of the king- 
dome im his time: rs — the renowned king, 


bh f England reverued an oath 
'F pf England and INomindy, for the ſweceſ< 


ec 2 ſoon 


next day he makes a publicke ſpeech, gas | 


, 
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WE of his daughter Maude and her 1//ue . But , 
ſaid he, after his deceaſe, his 

then in Normandy, making delay to come into 
England, where ( for that it  " long to ex- 
peth) order was to be taken for the peace of the 
countrey + my brother was permitted to raigne. 
And although 1 interpoſed my ſclfe « « ſarcty be- 
tweene God and him,that h+ ſhow/d honour and 
exalt the holy Church , keepe and ordaine good 
lawes; Yet, how he hath behaved himelfe in the 
king dame, it grienes me- to remember , and 1am 
aſhamed to repeate. And then recounts he all the 
= courſes 2 with the Birhops, and all his other 


& therfore ſeeing God aw » re his 6 
on ny brother , a ſuffered him , without my 


| | /ocrer, ro the x greatef part 0 


knowledge , to fall into the hand of Power : _ 
the kingdome may not wiſcary or want of © a 


my Legation. Teſterday the cauſe was moued. in 
the Clergie, to 
whom the right appertaines to elef# and ordaine 
a Prince. And therefore after haning inuoked, as 
it is meete, the Diuine aide, we elet# for 

, glori- 


of England the dawghter of the peac 
rable king, and to her we promiſe our faith and 


gonernments . And then, ſaide he , exerie 
nat ergo lone my "mortall brother, 
my immortal Father : 


Rwler; T hawe called you all hither by the power of 


ous, rich, good , and in our time t 
When 


_—_— os ——T» 


»* ou . * wb ” 
m4 k . . - * , — Ly - : R * Jo - 
F .* >. - - " a. .* FF &©Þ1 . "—_ we ». 4 
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When all, who were preſent,cither modeſt-| 
by gaue their wa or by their ſilence contra- 
iced it , ' -- ads : The — 
who are, in reſpett of the greatneſſe of their City, 
45 40% nt, England, we Fi 
our meſſengers ſummoned , and 1 truſt they will 
not ſtay beyond this day; to morrow we will ex- 
pet them. | 
The Londoners came , were br8ught into 
the Councell, ſhewed, How they were ſens 
the Communaltie of London , not to bring 
contention, but prayer, that the King their Lord 
might be fred from captinuitie , and the ſame did 
all the Barons (receined within their Liberties) 
beſeech of my Lord Legate , and wll the 
Clergie there preſent. The Legatanſwers them 
at large, and loftily, according to his ſpeech 
the day before, and added, That the Londo-| 
ners,yho were held in that degree in England, 
not to take their parts , who had forſaken 
their Lord in the warre, by whoſe Councell the 
Church had beene dithonoured, and who fa- 
woured the Londoners but for their owne 


4ine. 
F Then: ftandes there vp a Chaplayne to 
Queene Maude,wife to Stephan, and deliuers 
2letrer to the Legart, which he ſilently read, 
and then ſaid alowd, that gt was not Lewfull in| 
the aſſembly of ſo rewerend and religious 
perſons the ſame be publikly read, contai- 
Ee 3 ning || 


— — 


(—_ 


- 


—_—  —— _—_— 


—_— 
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matter reprehenſoble. The Chaplayne nor 
ore in bio melſeze boldly read letter 
ws. 1 air 1s ample 
Lucene earneſtly intreates all the Clergie there 
+ 17 a ray I RN the Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
the brother of ber Lord, to reflore him wnte 
pre by "a7 pen” men, which were 
o his ſubieits, iſomer. 
To this che _ 
doners,and after the Councell brake 


Aartell, an 


na art of hone ge 
nd mn Afande: in whole bleſs hr 
os intcres all his Bf 
beſt care, reformung iuſtice , reſtoring the 
Lawes of England, promiſing reli 
and whatſoeuer might be to winne the people 
the Legat ſeconding all his courſes. 
Butnow, ſhe being at the point of obtay- 
m—_—_ whole kingdome ; all came ſodajn- 
ly daſhtby A practiſe - the Londoners, who, 
adhering to the other ſide, began opealy to 
mucigh againſt her, who, in ſomething, what- 
ſoeuer it were, had diſplcaſcd them, and they 
had plonecd to fryraze her in their Cittie, 
whereof ſhe hauing- notice , fecretly with. 


—_ 


— 


I —_— 
—— 


| mom—— — 
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David King of Scots (who was come to viſit] 

her) and brother Rober?, vnto Oxford, a 

place of more ſceuritie. The Legar himſelfe 
ar__ occaſion tw be itt her 
cauſe, vpon her denying hima ſure for his 
Nephew Eeftzce, the forme of Stephen, abour 
the inheritance of his Earldome of <Atvor- 

teigne in Normwndie, Befides the Queene reg- 
nant, waeokfull oner all te Tegm, found 


ſers vpon 

inrrearie, promiſes, and 
Mupances for. es og reformation; in ſo 
muchas ſhe recalled him to the affefions of 
narvure, himabour againe ro abfolue 
ſuch 'of the: Ki pay he had lately cx- 
evimmunicated. 
© The ri y ſeeing this ſudden| 

affaires, ſtrives wo 

nion,and re 

IST -in®. ue) 


- pan, 
R guard, in the” Caftle, 
"= where ſhe defires to ſpeake with the Legar, 
CLE ITE 
| t 
þ-cxgy tonkny x bun roy om incom- 

and cut off all' victuall from 


aſerhe 
nt Earte of 


— 


wrought” meanes to have her con- 


ceptfomtenert the anal” 
taken 


| Pe = Je" WI 
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taken and in him moſt of her . | 

This ers the ſides both euen againe into the 
Liſts of their criall : the two priſoners are to 
redeeme cach other: The diſproportion of 
the quality berweene them, ſhewed yer there 
was an euenneſſe.of power , and the Earle 
would not conſentto the Kin nova (who 


onely in that was to haue the precedence 


but ypon moſt ſecure cautions. The Archbi- 


ſhop of Canterbury , and the Legaze, vnder- 
m_ to yeeld themſclues priſoners for him, 
if the King releaſed him nor , according to 
his iſe: Bur that would nor ſerue the 
rurne, till they both had written their Briefes 
ro the Pope, to intimate the courſe that was 
raken herein, and delivered the -ſame- vnto 
him, vnder their hands and feales. $0 thar, if 
the King ſhould, as he might not care, to 
hold the Biſhops in priſon : yer the Pope, if 
hard meaſure were offred , mighe relieue 
him. Which ſhewes the aduanrage of cre- 
ditin the buſineſſe, lay on this fide, and the 
king was to hauc his ferters, though arliberty. 
The Queene and Esſtsce,her ſonne,the Prince, 
the inlargement of . Stephan, remaine 
þ 4 in the Caſtle of Briffow 
wererelcaſed, which was done vpon the kings 
comming to Finchefter. Where the Earle.in | 


familiar conference, was, by! all arc poſlible, | | 
ws to: forſake. the we of CAMande, 
| with 


A ... ..—t ———.—_—_ Me ——_— 
— 


—— 
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with promiſe of all  preferments of honour | 
and eſtate : bur nothing could moue him be- 
| ing fixr to his courſes, & rather would haha 

| beene' content to remaine a 
|ſoner,, then that $ ſhould wonLonl 
releaſed,had not his filter wrought him to this 
concluſion, 

The , afrer this,calls a Councell ar 
London, w e the Popes lerrers, written vn- 
to him, are openly read , which argue him, 
(bur (bur willy)'of ſome negle& of his bro- 

and exhort him to vſe all 
meanes Ecclefiaſticall, and Secular, to ſer 
him ar libercie. | 

The | himſelfe came into the Coun- 
cell, « ines, how his ſubietts , ro whom 
hee had newer denied Inſtice , had taken him, 
and —why ga afflicted hin een to death. 

egare, with great eloquence, labours 
[co excuſe his owne courſes : alledgin 

How' he receiued not the Empreſſe by his wil 
but necefittie : that preſently wpon the kings 
| owerthrowe , whileſt the Lords were either fled, 
or in ſuſpence attending the exent , 
onde / i came FEAR = oe -npdi/- 

Wi a : and that , what pat? ſoeuer 
had made with her for the right of the 

Church , che obſtinately brake all : beſides, he 
Was certainely informed, that che and hers hed 


plorred, both againſt his 7 al and We" 
| 


——_ ee. 


— ms 
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' \But God in hismerey, contrary to her deſire , had 


turnd the buſineſſe ſo , as he eſcaped the dan- 
ger, and his brother was delincred out of bands. 


And thereſore he, from the part of God', and 
th: Pope , willed them , with all their vtmoſt 


power, to aide the King , annointed by the con- 


ſent of the People , and the Sea ©Apoſtolique, 
and to Excommunicate all the difturbers of 


the peace that fawoured the Counteſſe of 
Aniou. 

There was in the Councell a Lay Agent 
for the Empreſſe, who openly chanre# the 
Legat , That in reſpett of the faith he had gi- 
wen the Empreſſe, to paſſe no att there , preiad;- 
ciall to her Honour : haning ſworne vnto her 
newer to aide his brother "with aboue twentic 
Souldiers : that her comming into England, 
was %pon his often Letters vnto hey : and his 
cauſe it was , that the King was taken and held 
priſoner. This,and much more vr dem Agent 
with great auſterity of words, wherewith the 
Legat ſeemed nor to be moued ar all , nor 
would Roope toreply. V's 

Both parts thus ſer at liberric, were left to 
worke for themſeltes , holding the State 
broken berweene them, and no meanes made 
to interpoſe any barre to keepe them aſun- 
der " Their borders lay cuery where , and 
then the ingagements of their Partakers,' who 
looke all ro be ſauers, or to recouer their 


ſtakes, | 


— 
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ſtakes, when they were Joſt, (which makes 
\them/never giue ouer ) entertaine the con- 
tention. Bur che beſt was , they were rather 
troubles, then warres, and coſt more labour 
then bloud . Euery one foughe with Buck- 
lers, and ſeldome came to the ſharpe/ in 
the field; which would ſoone haue ended the 
buſineſſe. 


Some few monerhs after theſc inlargements, 
ſtood borh fides at ſome reſt, but nor idle, 
caſting how to compaſſe their ends. The Em- 
prefle at theY7es with herCouncell, reſolues 


licither husband theEarle of An/os,to come to 
aide her,with forces from chence:Her brother, 
the bertrer to ſecure herin bis abſence, ſerles 
her in the Caſtle of Oxford, well furniſhed for 
all afaulrs : and rakes with him the ſonnes of 
the eſpeci2!t men abour her ,- as ple to | 
hold them ro their fidelity." Stephan ſeckes ro 
ſtop the Earles paſſage, but could nor, and 
then layes ficge ro the Caſtle of Ox/ordgwhich 
held' him all the rime-the Earle was abroad. 
Geffrey Earle of Aniou,defirous rather to haue 
Normandie, whereot, in this meane time, he 
had attained the moſt part, and in poſkbili 

of the "reſt, then to aduenture for Erg/ard, 
which lay in danger, refuſed ro come in per- 
ſon, but ſends ſome ſmall aide, and his eldeft 
ſonne Hemry, being then bur cleuen yeares of 


ro ſend ouer her brother into Normandy to [0- | 


Ff2 age, 


Ce Og 
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age, tha he might looke vpon England, and 
be ſhewedro thepeople, ro try if that would 
moue them ro-a conſideration of his right : 
which proucd of more effe&t then an Ar- 


my. 
TheEarle of Glecefter ſafely rerurning,makes 
towards Oxford to relciuc rhc Empreſſe, who 
had ſecretly conueyed her ſelfe diſguiſed our 
ara poſterne gate, onely with foure perſons, 
got ouer' the Thames, paſſed a foor to 
,and from thence conuayd. to #al- 
i. where her brother and ſonne met 
her, co her more comfort after hard diſ- 
rreſſes. . 4 g 
St thus lied, 
i aig ks cnay terra 
but mony fayles , which made diuers of 


his Lords, and eſpecially his mercinaries, 

whereof he had many. out of Flanders, to 

fall ro-rhe m__ of Abbayes, which was of 
on 


dangerous conſequence : And for Armies 
| there was no meanes ; onely about Caſtles, 
with ſmall powers, lay all the buſineſle of 
| theſe times, and they being ſo many were 
ro {mall effe&, bur onely to hold them doing, 
which was for many yeares. 

The Earle of Ghocefter , the chicfe pillar 
of the: Empreſle, within 2. yeares after his 
laſt comming out of Normanaze dyed, and 
ſhortly after Ales Earle of Hereford,an _— 
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all man of hers, which had vtterly quaſh her, | 
bur that in ſtead of a brother ſhe had a ſonne 
w yp to be of more eſtimatis6 with the No- 
ilirie,and ſhortly after of ablenes to vndergo 
the trauailes of warre. His firſt expedition 
at 16, yeares of age was Northward to com- 
bine him with Dawid King of Scots his great 
vnkle, to whom his mother had giuen the 
Country of Northumberland. After him 
followes Stephan with an Army to Torke, 
leaſt he ſhould ſurprize that Citric, and to 
intercept him in his returne: but according 
to his vſuall manner , and Frenct-like, after 
the firſt heat of his vndertakings, which were 
quicke and braue, he quayles : n>thing was 
effected , and both returne without incoun- 


ow to aduance the State and meanes 
of Henry, fortune, as if in loue with young 
Princes , preſents this occaſion. Lowys 7. 
King of France going in perſon to the holy 
warres, and taking with him his wife E/enor, 
the onely daughter and heire of william 
Duke of Guzen, grew into ſuch an odious 
conceiprt of her, vpon the notice of her laf- 
ciuions behauiour in thoſe partes, as the 
firſt worke he doth vpon his comming 
backe he repudiates , and turnes her home 
with all her great dowrie, rather content to 
looſe the mightic eſtate ſhe brought then 

F 


3 to 
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ro live with her. With this great Lady mat- 
ches Henry, before he was 20. yeares of age 
(being now Duke of Ngrmandze, his father 
deceaſed, who had recouered it for him) 
and had by her the poſſeſſion of all thoſe 


[large and rich Countries apertaining to 


the Duchy of Guien, beſides, the Earldome 
of Poitfou. Whereupon Lawys inraged to ſee 
him inlarged by this great acceſſion of State, 
who was ſo neere, and like to be ſo dange- 
rous and eminenta neighbour , combines 
with Stephan, and aydes Euſtace his ſonne, 
with mayne power, forthe recouery of Nor- 


| | mandze, wherein he was firſt poſſeſt. Bur this 


young Prince, furniſhed now with all this 
powerfull meanes, leaues the management 
of the affayres of England to his frendes, de- 
fendes Normandie, wrought ſo, as the King 
of France did him little hurt; and Exftace, his 
competitor, returned home into England, 
where ſhortly after he dycd, about 18. yeares 
of his age, borne neuecr to ſce out of the ca- 
lamitics of warre, and was buricd at Fener- 


ſham with his mother, who deceaſed a little 


before, and had no other ioy nor gloric ofa 
Crowne but what we ſee. 

a whilſt Duke Henrie was in Nor- 
mandie,recouers whathe could, and at 
befieges wallingſord, which ſeemes in theſe 
times to hauc bene a pecce of great impor- 


tance, 


— 


7 
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tance, and impregnable, and reduced the De-| 
fendanrs to that extreinitie, as they ſent to 
Duke Hezrie for ſuccour , who preſently 
thereupon, in the middeſt of winter, ariues 
in England with 3000. foot, and 140. horſe, 
Where firſt, to draw the King from walling- 
ford, he layes ſiege to Malmesbury, and had 
moſt of all the great men in the Weſt, and 
from other partes comming in vnto him. 
Stephan, now reſolued to put it to the cryall 
of aday, brings thither all the power he could 
make; and far ouer-wenthis enemy in number: 
but flouds and ſtormes, in an vnſeafonable 
winter, kept the Armies from incountring, 
till the Biſhops,doubrfull ofthe ſucceſle, and 
ſeeing how dangerous it was for them, and 
the whole Srate, ro hauea young Prince get 
the maiſtry by his ſwordenediared a peace, 
which was after concluded in a Parlement ar 
Wincheſter, vpon theſe conditions. 
| 1 Thar King Stephan, during his natvrall 
life, ſhould remayne King of England, and 
Henrie inioy the Dukedome of Normandie, as 
diſcended vnto hum from his mother, and be 
prockymed heirc apparent to the kingdome 
of England, as the adopted ſonne of King 
Stephan. 

2 That the partizans of either ſhould re- 
ceiue no damage, but inioy their eſtares ac- 
cording to their ancient rights and titles. 


3 Thar 
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3 That the king ſhould reſume into his 
hands all ſuch parcels of inheritance belon- 
ing to the Crowne, as had beene aliened b 
im, or Vlurped in his time. And that all choſe 
ſſeſfions whichby intruſion had beene vio- 
[endly taken from the owners ſince the dayes 
ofking Hezry, ſhould bereſtored vnto them 
who were rightly poſſeſſed therein when the 
ſaid king raigned. 

4 tall ſuch Caſtles as had beene buile 
by the permiſſion of Stephan , and in his time 
(which were found co be 1117) ſhould be de- 
moliſhed,cc. 

There is a Charter ofthis agreement in our 
Annals, which hath other Arricles of reſerua- 
tion for the eſtates of particular perſons. And 
firſt for williams, the ſecond ſonne of Stephan, 
to enioy all che ; or his father heldbe- 
fore hewas king 0 Englond, and many other 
particulars of cſpeciall note. | 

After this pacification, and all buſineſſe 
here, {erled, Duke Herry returnes into Noy- 
mandy, and likewiſe there concludes a 
with the king of Fraxce, and for that he would 
be ſure to hauc it, buyes it, with twenty thou- 
ſand Markes. 

And now king Stephan hauing attained 
(that he neuer had) Peace(which yer,it ſeemes 
he cnioyed nor a yeare after) vics all the beſt 
meanes he could to repaire the ruines of the 


Srare, 


"Of King Stephen, 


Crs 


thekingdome, to retorme the miſchiet 
had grownevp vnder the ſword : and after his 
returne cals a Parliament at Zowdon, to con- 
ſule ofthe beſt meanes for the publicke good. 
After the Parliament, he goes to meete the 
Earle of Flanders at Dower, who defired confe- 
rence with him , and hauing diſpatchr him, 
fals preſently ſicke, dies within few dayes af- 
ter, and was buried(in the Abbey he founded) 
at Fewerſham, with the vnfortunare Princes. 

A man ſo continually in motion, as we 
cannot take his dimenſion , but onely in paſ- 
ſing, and thatbut on one fide, which was war: 
on the other,weneuer ſaw but a glance ofhim, 
which yer, for the moſt part , was ſuch, as 
ſhewed him to be a very worthy Prince for 
the gouernment. He kept his word with the 
State concerning the relicuement of Tribures, 
land neuer had Subſidic that we find. 

Bur which is more remarkeable, hauing his 
ſword continually our, and ſo many defeRi- 
| ons and rebellions _ him, he neuer pur 
any great man to death. Beſides it is, noted, 
that norwithſtanding all theſe miſerics of 
warre, there were more Abbaics built in his- 
raigne then in 100. yeares before, which 
ſhewes though che times were bad, they were 
not impious. 

The end of the third Booke. 


State, makes his progreſſes into moſt partsof 
es that 
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F” the Faults committed herein, Charitable |' 
Reader, know they are not the Printers ( who 
hath bin honeſtly carefull for his part ) but mcerly | 
mine owne:freely confeſſing my (ue to be more an | 
honorer then ſearcher of antiquities that lie far off 
from vs,and onely ſtudious of the generall notions, 
which eſpecially concerne the ſucreſſion of affaires 
of attion ,ohich is the part 1 hane undertake. And 
therefore I truſt all worthy ſpirits in that reſpett 
will pardon me and reforme my knowledge ,ra- 
ther by way of conference then detraition ; for 
wo man *ruly ingenious is malignant. _And ( if 
Tine) after this prizate impreſſron, which is but |' 
of s few coppies for my friends , I will amend | 
what 1s amiſſe inthe publique. I haue gote oner 
the worſt and rougheſt part of this worke and 
am now come into a more playne and- open paſſage, 
where I ſhall be better able to ſtand to anſwer for” 
what ſhall be done, and [truſt haue more helpes of || 
my frendes, and all worthy men that are furni(ht F 
with matter of this nature, whom I inuoke to 
aſſiſt mee, and who, ſeeing my honeſt ends,1 
truſt will not deny their Country the knowledge 
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\of what they haue. Ard eſpecially hrrein I rely 

wponthe ayde of the right worthy and well-de- 

ſeruing knight, Sir Robert Cortron, who, 
out of his choyce, and excellent ſtore, 


can beſt furniſh this worke. 


ns. 
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